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EXTRACTS FROM THE WILL OF THE LATE 
WILLARD FISKE 


“ I give and bequeath to the Cornell University at Ithaca, 

New York, all my books relating to Iceland and the old Scandi- 
navian literature and history. . . .” 

“ I give and bequeath to the said Cornell University . . . 

the sum of Five Thousand (5000) Dollars, to have and to hold 
forever, in trust, nevertheless, to receive the income thereof, and 
to use and expend the said income for the purposes of the publi- 
cation of an annual volume relating to Iceland and the said 
Icelandic Collection in the library of the said University.' * 


In pursuance of these provisions the following volumes have 


been issued : 



Islandica 

1. 

Bibliography of the Icelandic Sagas, by 
Halld6r Hermannsson. 1908. 

ISLANDICA 

11. 

The Northmen in America, by Halld6r 
Hermannsson. 1909. 

Islandica 

hi. 

Bibliography of the Sagas of the Kings of 
Norway and related Sagas and Tales, by 
Halld6r Hermannsson. 1910. 

Islandica 

VI. 

The Ancient Laws of Norway and Iceland, 
by Halld6r Hermannsson. 1911. 

Islandica 

V. 

Bibliography of the Mythical- Heroic Sagas, 
by Halid 6r Hermannsson. 1912. 
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PREFACE 


Perhaps few nations could more properly be called a literary 
people than the Icelanders, not only because in proportion to 
their numbers they have made a larger contribution to literature 
than any other people, but also because of the interest the Ice- 
landic nation as a whole has taken in literature from the earliest 
times down to the present day. Many foreigners on visiting 
Iceland have been astonished to find so much culture and literary 
interest in all classes of the population, and have wondered how 
such an interest could have been kept alive through centuries of 
political humiliation and of great sufferings from natural causes 
as well as from maladministration. The explanation of this 
doubtless lies in the fact that, once having obtained a firm hold 
upon the mind of the people, the ancient Icelandic literature, in 
spite of many vicissitudes, never entirely lost its grasp. The 
language itself bears witness to the persistence of this early 
influence. Large as the island is, and difficult as is communica- 
tion between its various parts, it may be said almost without 
qualification that no dialects have developed there, and this must 
be due to the unifying influence of the early literature, and to a 
continuous literary activity on the part of the people. 

The history of Icelandic literature begins with the settlement 
of the country by the Norwegians. Among the settlers there 
were many poets, and these were held in high esteem by their 
countrymen, who were as fond of good poetry as they were of 
good saga-telling. And soon it came about that among the 
Scandinavian nations the Icelanders had a monopoly, as it were, 
of the art of poetry, and became the main authorities on Scandi- 
navian history and traditions. In the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries most of these oral traditions were recorded in writing ; 
it is needless here to dwell upon the importance of the record for 
Iceland as well as the whole Teutonic race. Following the loss 
of political independence in the latter half of the thirteenth 
century, the literary production of Iceland declined — yet it never 
entirely ceased ; even in the dark and dreary fifteenth century 
there were a few poets of some note. From the beginning of 
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that century we find such poems as the satirical “ Skiflarima ”, 
although poems on religious subjects were much more common. 
Of the religious poets, one of the best was the sturdy patriot J6n 
Arason, the last Roman Catholic bishop of Iceland, who, about 
the year 1530 brought the first printing-press to Iceland. 

It is customary to date the beginnings of modern Icelandic 
literature from the middle of the sixteenth century ; that is, from 
the introduction of the Reformation. The changes from the 
poetry of the preceding period, however, were at first not very 
marked ; but with the translation into Icelandic of the New 
Testament (1540), of the whole Bible (1584), and of other re- 
ligious works, the foundations were laid for a new prose literature. 
Before the close of the century an interest was also re-awakened 
in historical and antiquarian studies such as Icelandic scholars 
ever since have so diligently pursued, which have always met 
with appreciation and understanding from the people at large. 
Many of the earlier works of the sort, however, were written in 
Latin, and were printed outside of Iceland. Nor would it be fair 
to judge the literature of the two following centuries solely by 
the printed books of the time. The only printing-press in the 
country was under the direction of the bishops of H61ar, and 
was almost exclusively given over to the publication of religious 
works in prose and verse. Other productions remained in 
manuscript, and circulated thus among the people ; some of these 
have since been printed, but many still continue unpublished. 
During all that time there was a marked preponderance of poetry 
over prose. Of hymn-writers there were many, and the 
11 rfmur” -poets were equally numerous. Many (one might, 
perhaps, say most) of them are now forgotten ; but two poets 
of the seventeenth century hold a permanent place in the 
literature of their country : Hallgrimur Pdtursson, the author of 
the Passion- Hymns, and Stefdn (5lafsson, lyrical poet and satirist. 
The foreign influence, which was considerable, did much injury to 
the written language, and especially to the prose literature. About 
the middle of the eighteenth century the evil had gone so far 
that there were persons who actually, and in all seriousness, 
advocated the introduction of Danish as the the official written 
language for Iceland. The brilliant and versatile Eggert 
Olafsson, poet and naturalist, sounded a warning, and instituted 
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a movement to purify the language and to arouse the national 
spirit. Circumstances in part, and in part the method he adopted 
in his attempted reform, brought it about that he did not himself 
meet with much success ; yet his warning was not uttered in 
vain. 

The latter part of the eighteenth century in Iceland, as 
elsewhere, became imbued with the spirit of enlightenment, and 
took, as it was called, a more practical view of things, but lacked 
an understanding for national traditions and their importance ; 
nevertheless the leaders of that movement did much for the 
education of the people. Particularly active was Magnfis 
Stephensen, who for a long time was the most conspicuous 
figure among them. A more organized literary activity also 
became noticeable. In 1768 a literary society, the first one 
among Icelanders, was founded, called ‘Hid 6synilega f61ag.’ 
This, however, accomplished very little. In 1780 “ Hid lslenzka 
Laerd6mslistaf£lag ’ ’ was founded by Icelanders in Copenhagen, 
and for fifteen years thereafter published an annual. Its im- 
mediate successor was ” Hid lslenzka Landsuppfraedingarfelag ”, 
which was organized in Iceland in 1796, and which, under various 
names, issued many useful books during a period of about thirty 
years. In 1816 “ Hid lslenzka B6kmentaf£lag ” was founded, 
and, having continued up to the present, it can now look back 
upon nearly a hundred years of eminent usefulness. But in spite 
of the great good which all these societies accomplished, they 
could not bring about any essential change in the literature, or 
infuse into it new life and spirit. They merely prepared the way 
for change and new life. It must not be forgotten that the 
Royal Society of Northern Antiquities rendered a great service 
in making accessible to the reading public the old prose texts— 
which were welcomed by all Icelanders. The popularity in Ice- 
land of the publications of that Society is clearly shown in the 
list of subscribers to the "Fornmanna sogur”, and by the 
friendly reception accorded to the two volumes of Icelandic sagas 
proper (fslendinga sogur). 

A renewed and more active interest in the saga literature was 
thus aroused at a time when there was great political unrest all 
over Europe, and when various nations were clamoring for 
liberty and a recognition of their nationality. The Icelandic 
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students in Copenhagen seized the opportunity, and became the 
leaders in a movement for reform in their native country. Their 
organ, the annual “ Fjolnir” (1835-46), is now among the most 
highly regarded works in the modern literature of Iceland, 
although it met with considerable opposition at the time. Only 
the linguistic and literary side of this movement concerns us 
here. Then, of course, the chief stress, was laid upon the 
question of nationality. The Icelanders were a nation in them- 
selves, and were right in demanding to be treated as such. Their 
claim to recognition was mainly based upon their possession of a 
separate language and literature of their own, and hence it 
would be of paramount importance to keep the language pure. 
This language, the reformers felt, had been corrupted through 
the admixture of foreign elements, and, so far, little had been done 
to prevent the injurious process from continuing. Were nothing 
done, they feared that the language would ultimately lose its 
native characteristics. A careful study of the ancient national 
literature, they believed, would afford a standard to follow in re- 
forming and preserving the language. It was, however, no indis- 
criminate re-establishment of Old Icelandic as a literary -medium 
that these men advocated, no rehabilitation of the archaic, such 
as Eggert Olafsson had attempted in the preceding century. On 
the contrary, there was a full recognition of the changes to which 
the language had been subject ; and where these changes were 
seen to be a natural development they were to be respected. It 
was the foreign importations or imitations that were to be 
banished. The literature of the day also came in for severe 
criticism. The “ rimur ** -poets still flourished, and enjoyed 
great popularity ; in the pages of the “Fjolnir** their works 
were analyzed, and their insipidity and shallowness exposed 
without mercy. For a time this attack rendered the periodical 
an object of dislike in Iceland, but it gave a hard blow to the 
14 rimur.* * The devotional literature, still constituted the larger 
portion of printed books, and that found little favor with the re- 
formers, who made a plea for a more generous output of secular 
literature. As one of them said— himself a theologian : 1 ‘Although 
our ultimate goal be Heaven, we must not forget that the road 
thereto leads over the earth, and therefore earthly things must 
not be neglected.* * But they did not rest in mere analysis and 
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censure ; they were as competent to build up as to tear down. 
T6mas Saemundsson’s patriotic enthusiasm for progress has 
since found an echo in every Icelandic heart ; Konrdd Gislason’s 
prose gave the best possible example of a clear and correct style ; 
and J6nas Hallgrimsson’s poetry was as perfect in outward form 
as it was lofty in sentiment. It was upon the foundations laid 
by such men as these that the literature of the nineteenth century 
was built ; and the linguistic reforms they inaugurated have 
made Icelandic one of the purest of written languages. 

Space does not permit even a brief outline of the literature sub- 
sequent to the beginnings of this renaissance, and we must resist 
the temptation even to mention the chief points in the development 
that followed it. This development was somewhat slow at first, 
but the results have been satisfactory. Never in modern times 
has Icelandic literature been more flourishing than it is at 
present. Never before, since the settlement of the country, has 
such an earnest effort been made by this small nation to assert 
its independence both intellectually and politically. Considering 
the size of the population, the literary output is very large ; and 
in quality as well as variety it is, I believe, worthy of all respect. 
The poets are as numerous as ever, but they do not now hold 
such a dominant position as formerly ; novelists and writers of 
short stories have increased in numbers, and claim more attention 
even than the poets. Until recently, the drama had been but a 
small element in Icelandic literature, conditions having been un- 
favorable to its growth ; but now there are Icelandic dramatists 
who have won recognition even outside of their native land. 
Historical and philological studies, for which the Icelanders have 
always had a predilection, are pursued with as much zeal as ever, 
yet in a more critical and scholarly way ; and research in the 
natural and physical sciences is being carried on by a number of 
able students, the investigation of natural phenomena in Iceland 
itself being, of course, their special field. It is to be hoped that 
an added stimulus to scientific research has been given by the 
recent establishment of a national university. 

Foreign writers have frequently and justly pointed out the 
great discrepancy between the intellectual and the material 
culture of Iceland, and have commented upon the Icelanders’ 
customary indifference to practical affairs. They have usually 
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been unable to account for this indifference, but it has its ex- 
planation, of course, in Icelandic history. For centuries the 
island was governed from the Danish capital, far away across the 
sea, and the inhabitants were seldom consulted about the affairs 
of their land ; or their counsels, when solicited, were often dis- 
regarded. Furthermore, the commercial monopoly under which 
the country suffered for two centuries paralysed all enterprise, 
and stifled the initiative of the people. Accordingly, an indif- 
ference to practical affairs became habitual, and the nation found 
a solace in literary pursuits. A change of attitude was first 
noticeable when, after a long and weary struggle, in which J6n 
Sigurdsson, the eminent scholar and one of Iceland’s greatest men, 
took the leading part, a partial autonomy was granted to the island 
in 1874 ; but the change is more easily marked since 1904, when 
the seat of government was transferred from Copenhagen to 
Reykjavik. To-day the national spirit is at length fully awake, 
and the Icelanders are determined to work with might and main 
for the material welfare of their country. The progress that has 
been made even in this short period is in many respects most re- 
markable. The government has done everything in its power to 
promote industries, farming, and commercial enterprises, and to 
improve the means of communication ; in a word, it has done all 
that it could to better the condition of the people. Nor has the 
matter of education been neglected. The Icelanders are a nation 
of some 90,000 people, occupying a vast, rugged, and infertile 
country, yet maintaining a university with four faculties, a 
college, two popular high-schools ( ‘ ‘realskdlar ’ ’ ) , four agricultural 
schools, one nautical school, and contributing freely to the sup- 
port of other more elementary educational institutions. Such a 
people can scarcely be deemed neglectful of public instruction, or 
bereft of national courage in the face of difficulties. I doubt 
whether anywhere else in the world there is a group of men of 
an equal number with so much fortitude and vitality as the 
Icelandic nation. 

And now let us turn to the present volume. And first as to 
the method of presentation : I have chosen the bio-bibliograph- 
ical form for two reasons. For one, this kind of book at present 
seems to be popular. Almost every country now has its 11 Who’s 
Who ’ ’ , and some have several, covering different fields. As for 
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the second reason, I think that by this method, perhaps, it is 
easier within a limited space to display the literary activity of a 
nation in its various phases than by a summary sketch in the 
form of a literary history. I have included only living authors, 
and of these only such as are of some consequence. If all who 
have published a work or works of some bulk had been included, 
the list would have been greatly extended, and the number of 
entries doubled, or more than doubled. Such an extension would 
hardly have added much to the value of the book ; — and I was 
also restricted as to space. In the case of each author listed the 
principal biographical data have here been recorded, and particu- 
larly such facts as have a bearing upon his literary work ; and 
at the end of the paragraph (under the heading Biogr . ) references 
are given to books or articles in periodicals on the author in 
question, where further information about him and his work can 
be had. As to academical degrees, I may add that when no 
other college is mentioned the degree of A.B. is from the College 
of Iceland, while the higher degrees unless otherwise specified 
are from the University of Copenhagen ; the Theological and 
Medical Schools, often referred to, now represent faculties in the 
University of Iceland. The candidate's degree (candidates juris , 
medicines, magisterii , theologies ), most nearly corresponds to the 
doctoral degree in American universities. Titles of books in 
Icelandic are usually accompanied by an English translation, 
while titles of articles in periodicals, as a rule, are given only in 
English ; titles in other languages, whether of books or articles, 
are ordinarily given in those languages. For the sake of clear- 
ness it would have been desirable to quote titles in a font differ- 
ing from the type for the rest of the material, but the lack of 
Icelandic characters in other types than ordinary roman made 
this impossible. 

The Appendix contains a list of principal works on Icelandic 
literature subsequent to the middle of the sixteenth century. 
The list is not exhaustive, but I trust it may be helpful to any 
who desire information on the subject. Of late, more has been 
written about Iceland in German than in any other language, 
and for the most part the German writers, such as Maurer, 
Schweitzer, Poestion, Kiichler, and Herrmann, have shown 
adequate knowledge and a sympathy with their subject. The 
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Icelanders are under special obligation to Herr Poestion for his 
excellent works and his unflagging interest in their country. 

Many of the authors mentioned in the following pages have 
been kind enough at my request to furnish information about 
themselves and their works. For this I desire here publicly to 
thank them. I wish also to record my indebtedness to Mr. 
J6hann Kristjdnsson, the genealogist, for various items of 
information with which he has supplied me. 

H. H. 


Cornell University Library, 
June, 1913. 
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Amason, Guflmundur, theologian ; 
b. Munadarnes, Myras^sla, April 4, 1881 ; grad, of the Meadville Theologi- 
cal School, 1908 ; studied in Berlin, 1908-09 ; minister of the First Unitarian 
(Icelandic) Church, Winnipeg, Man. — Author : Many articles on religion, 
philosophy, and literature in the monthly “Heimir,” organ of the Icelandic 
Unitarian Association, of which he has been the editor since 1910. 

Amdrsson, Einar, jurist ; 

b. Minna-Mosfell, Arness^sla, Feb. 24, 1880 ; A. B., 1901 ; Cand. Juris, 1906 ; 
editor of the weekly “ Fjallkonan ” 1907 ; assistant in the third Government 
Bureau, Reykjavik, 1907-08; docent in the Law School, 1908-11; since 
Sept. 22, 1911 professor in the University of Iceland, Reykjavik. — Author: 

logfrsedisleg formdlab6k (New juridical formulary. 1911); fslenzkur 
kirkjur£ttur (Icelandic ecclesiastical law. 1912); Rikisr&tindi Islands (The 
rights of the Icelandic state. 1908 ; with Dr. J6n t»orkelsson). Treatises in 
the “Andvari”: on the position of Iceland toward other states until the 
introduction of the Reformation (1910; with Dr. J6n t»orkelsson), on the 
union between Iceland and Denmark since the Reformation (1911), on the 
highest judicial power in Icelandic cases (1912), on the Norwegian and 
Danish Council of State in its attitude toward Iceland (1912 ; a criticism of 
Dr. Knud Berlin’s work on the subject). 

Baldwinson, Baldwin Ldrus, journalist ; 
b. Akureyri, Oct. 26, 1856 ; emigrated to Canada 1873 ; immigration agent 
for the Canadian government, 1886-96, member of the Manitoba Legislature 
for Gimli district, 1899-1906. Edited the immigration-paper * ‘ Landneminn ”, 
Reykjavik (1893-94), and since 1898 has been the editor of the Icelandic 
weekly 44 Heimskringla ”, Winnipeg, Man. Canada. — Author: Hagsk^rslur 
frd fslendingabyggdum i Canada (Statistical reports from the Icelandic 
settlements in Canada. 1892) ; Manitoba um aldam6tin (M. at the beginning 
of the 20th cent. T900). — Translator : Robert Manton, by J. M. Jelly (1904); 
Hvammverjamir, by Jos. Hatton (1905). 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari X. p. 65, portr. — Eimreidin. XIV. pp. 129-133, portr. 

BdrQarson, GuOmundur GuOmundsson, geologist ; 
b . Borg in Ogurhreppur, fsafjardars^sla, Jan. 3, 1880; student in College of 
Iceland, 1897-1901 ; since 1902 has been a farmer (Kjorseyri, Borgarhreppur, 
Strandas^sla); 1907 he was granted a stipend of the Japetus Steenstrup 
Fund ( Copenhagen ) to carry on geological researches in Iceland, and has 
for several years received a stipend from the Carlsberg Fund for the same 
purpose ; spent the winter 1909-10 in Copenhagen and Stockholm, where 
with the aid of the Icelandic government he pursued geological studies. — 
Author: Purpura lapillus L. i hsevede Lag paa Nordkysten af Island (in 
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44 Videnskabel. Meddel. fra den naturhist. Forening,” Copenhagen 1906); 
Mserker efter Klima- og Niveauforandringer ved Htinafldi i Island (in the 
same periodical, 1910), an abstract of which in English (Traces of changes 
of climate and level at Hdnafl6i) was included in “ Die Veranderungen des 
Klimas seit der Maximum der letzten Eiszeit. Eine Samml. von Berichten 
hrsgg. von dem Exekutiv-Kommittee des 11. intemat. Geol ogen-Kongress, 
Stockholm 1910”; also articles in periodicals, on carnivorous plants 
(Timarit B6kmf£l., 1907), on the enemies of the eider-duck (Andvari, 1904), 
on construction of houses (Btinadarrit, 1904), and on ballooning and flying 
(Eimreidin, 1910). 

Benedictsson, Margrdt Jdnsddttir, journalist, reformer ; 
b . in Iceland, March 16, 1866 ; emigrated to Canada 1886, and received her 
education in the public schools of Dakota ; moved afterwards to Manitoba, 
where in 1893 she married S. B. Benedictsson (see below) ; became Unitarian 
and woman suffrage worker, delivered lectures on the cause, and organized 
Icelandic woman suffrage societies in Winnipeg, Argyle, Gimli, and 
Mountain N. D. Founded in Selkirk, Man. 1898 the Icelandic monthly 
44 Freyja ”, the first woman suffrage paper in Canada ; from 1902-10 it was 
publ. in Winnipeg. — Author : Numerous articles and poems in “Freyja”, 
44 The Maple Leaf Almanak ”, and other Icelandic-Canadian papers. — 
Translator: Dora Thorne, by C. M. Braeme (1900); Karmel njdsnari, by 
Sylv. Cobb jr. (1901); Eidur Helenar Harlow, by L. Waisbrooker (1902); 
Heimili Hildu, by R. Graul (1906); f biskupskerrunni, by M. Michelson 
(1907); and many articles, tales, and poems in “Freyja” and other 
periodicals. 

Benedictsson, Sigfiis Benedict, poet, journalist ; 
b. Heidarsel, Nordur-Mtilasysla, April 28, 1865 ; studied one year at the 
Agricultural School of Eidar ; emigrated to America 1888 ; with his wife, 
Mrs. M. J. B. (see above), he founded the periodical “Freyja”, and after 
its transfer to Winnipeg was the manager of 44 Freyja Printing and Publish- 
ing Co.”; editor of the weekly 44 Selkirkingur ” 1900-02, of “The Maple 
Leaf Almanak ” 1900-05, and of the “Tuttugasta oldin ” 1909-10. Lives 
at present in Winnipeg, Man. — Author: Lj6dmaeli (Poems. 1905); numerous 
articles and poems in the Icelandic-Canadian periodicals. 

Benediktsddttir, Unnur, poet ; pseudonym : Hulda; 
b. Audnar, Sudur-pingeyj ars^sla, Aug. 6, 1881 ; married 1905 Sig. Sigfdsson, 
Hdsavik. — Author: Kvsedi (Poems. 1909). 

Benediktsson, Einar, poet ; 

b . Ellidavatn, Oct. 31, 1864, son of Benedikt Sveinsson {d. 1899), the 
politician and leader of the liberal party ; A. B., 1884 ; Cand. Juris, 1892 ; 
1896 founded the paper 44 Dagskrd ” and was editor of it until 1898 ; it was 
originally planned as a daily paper, and as such it was published from June 
to Aug. 1896 only. Superior Court attorney 1898-1904 ; 1903 organized the 
so-called 44 Landvarnarflokkur ” which opposed the amendment to the 
constitution proposed by the government ; prefect (syslumadur) of Rang&r- 
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vallas^sla 1904-07. Since his retirement lives outside of Iceland, usually 
in England. — Author: Sogur og kvaedi (Stories and poems. 1897; one of 
these stories, Falkeredet, appeared in Norwegian translation in the fort- 
nightly “Kringsjaa”, 1899); Aldam6talj6d (Songs at the commencement of 
the century. 1900); Ny valt^skan og landsr6ttindin (1902; a political 
pamphlet); Hafblik, kvaedi og songvar (Seagleams, poems and songs. 
1906). An essay on Henrik Ibsen (Skirnir, 1906); many articles and 
poems in periodicals, and many of those he wrote for the “ Dagskrd ” are 
of particular interest ; he also wrote a play, Hjd hofninni (Near the harbor), 
which was staged in Reykjavik in 1895 but was never printed. — Editor : 
Urvalsrit (Selected works) of Sigurdur Breidfjord (1894); Uts^n (The out- 
look 1892 ; with fori. J. Bjarnason), a publication which was to contain 
selections from the world’s literature, translated into Icelandic, but only one 
number appeared, containing translations from American authors. — Trans - 
lator: P£tur Gautur, by Henrik Ibsen (1901); Hrafninn, by E. A. Poe 
(Uts^n, 1892). 

Biogr.: Breidablik. II. pp. 22-25. — Sklrnir. LXXIX. pp. 340-356, portr. 
Benediktsson, Kristjdn Asgeir, novelist ; pseudonym : Snaer 
Snaeland ; 

b. As in Kelduhverfi, Nordur-fingeyjars^sla, Aug. 23, i860 ; grad, of Modru- 
vellir High-School 1885 ; teacher for some years in various places in Nordur- 
fingeyjars^sla and Nordur-Mfilas^sla ; went to Canada in 1894, and has 
since been engaged in journalism (on the 44 Heimskringla ” ), and employed 
in government offices. — Author: Valid (The choice. 1898; a novel); in 
periodicals have appeared the following stories : 6skin (Heimskringla, 
1895), Lj6sid 1 hridinni (Oldin, 1895), and Holdsveikin (Eimreidin, 1897); 
many other contributions to periodicals. — Translator : Mr. Potter f rd Texas, 
by A. C. Gunter (1903). 

Bergmann, FriOrik Jdnsson, theologian ; 
b. Gardsvlk, Eyjafjardars^sla, April 15, 1858; came to America 1875 ; A.B., 
Norwegian Lutheran College, Decorah, Iowa, 1881 ; studied theology in the 
University of Christiania 1883-85, and in the Lutheran Seminary, Phila- 
delphia, 1886 ; ordained, 1886; minister of Icelandic parishes in North Dakota 
1886-1903, of the Icelandic Southern parish in Winnipeg 1903-09; vice- 
president of the Icelandic Lutheran Synod in America 1886-99, and edited 
one of its periodicals, the annual “Aldam6t” 1891-1903; severed his con- 
nections with the Synod in 1909 and has since lived in Winnipeg, where he 
has edited the monthly “Breidablik” since 1906, and was for some time 
teacher of Icelandic in Wesley College, Winnipeg. — Author: Eina lifid 
(1899 ; five sermons); Island um aldamdtin (Iceland at the end of the 19th 
cent., sketches from a journey. 1901); Vafurlogar (1906; a collection of 
essays); Vidreisnarvon kirkjunnaf (The hope of the restoration of the 
church. 1911); several papers in the “Aldamdt”: on views of life (1891), 
on the value of the Old Testament (1893), on pains of life (1894), on the 
signs of the times (1895), on ideals (1896), on Philip Melanchthon (1897), 
Quo vadis (1898), on the letter and the spirit (1901), what demands should 
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our nation make of its poets (1902), on the vocation of the disciple (1902), 
and other articles and sermons. Articles in the “Breidablik ” and 
“ Sameiningin.” In 6 . S. Thorgeirsson’s ‘ ‘ Almanak ’ ’ several biographical 
sketches, and articles on the history of the Icelandic settlements in North 
Dakota (1902) and in Winnipeg (1903-07). Contributor to Jacobs’ and 
Haas’ Lutheran Cyclopedia (1911). 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. VIII. pp. 33-34, portr. — Odinn. VIII. p. 10, portr. 

Bjamarson, I>6rhallur, theologian ; 
b. Lauf&s, Suflur-pingeyjars^sla, Dec. 2, 1855 ; A. B., 1877 ; Cand. Theol., 
1883 ; minister of Reykholt 1884 ; docent in the Theol. School, 1885-94, 
director (Lector Theol. ), 1894-1908 ; since 1908 Bishop of Iceland ; Knight of 
Danebrog 1902, etc. Member of Althing for Borgarf j ardars^sla 1894-99, 
1902-07, and speaker of the Lower House 1897-99 ; president of the Icelandic 
Agricultural Society 1901-07, and as such edited its publication, “ Bdnadar. 
rit”, to which he has contributed several articles; chairman of the inter- 
parliamentary committee on agricultural affairs 1904-05. — Author: Many 
contributions in “ Kirkjubladid ” (1891-97) which he founded and edited, 
also in “N^tt kirkjublad” since 1906, chiefly articles on theological 
and educational subjects; lecture on the papacy (Timarit B6kmf., 1897) ; 
biography of Rev. p6rarinn Bodvarsson (Andvari, 1897); article on Konr&d 
Gislason (Skirnir, 1907). — Editor: Sk61alj6d (Poems for schools. 1901, 3d 
ed. 1909 ).— Joint editor: Fornsogupaettir (1899-1901); Lesbdk handa 
bornum og unglingum (Reader for children and young people. 3 vols. 
1907-10). — Translator: Kristilegur bamalaerd6mur, by Th. Klaveness 
(1899, 4th ed. 1910); the first half of Um uppeldi, by Herbert Spencer 
(1884). 

Biogr.: Odinn. II. pp. 9-10, portr. — Breidablik. IV. p. 17, portr.— Gud- 
fraedingatal. pp. 293-296. 

Bjamason, Agiist [Hdkonarson] , philosopher ; 
b. Bildudalur, Aug. 20, 1875 ; A. B., Efterslaegtens Skole in Copenhagen, 
1894; A. M. (philosophy), 1901; Ph. D., 1911 ; Hannes Arnason stipen- 
diary 1901-05, and pursued philosophical studies in the universities of 
Copenhagen, Berlin and Strassburg ; during the winter 1904-05 gave 
popular lectures on the history of religions in Reykjavik ; teacher in the 
College of Iceland 1905-1 1 ; since Sept. 22, 191 1 professor of philosophy, 
University of Iceland, Reykjavik. — Author: Upphaf kristninnar og 
hofundur hennar Jesfis Kristur (The origin of Christianity and its founder 
Jesus Christ. 1904); Andatrfiin krufin (Spiritualism analyzed. 1906); Yfir- 
lit yfir sogu mannsandans (Survey of the intellectual history of man- 
kind), a history of philosophy from earliest times down to the present, of 
which four vols. have appeared : Andatrdin og frampr6un trtiarbragdanna 
(Animism and the evolution of religions. 1905), Austurlond (The Orient, 
covering the oriental religions including Christianity. 1908), Hellas (1910), 
and Nitj&nda oldin (The nineteenth century. 1906); Jean Marie Guyau, en 
Fremstilling og en Kritik af bans Filosofi (1911, doctor’s dissertation). 
Also numerous contributions to periodicals, such as articles and essays on 
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university extension (Ara£, 1901), and in the “ Skirnir ” : on the moral 
teachings of Epictetus ( 1910), on the new materialism ( 1910), and on Guyau 
(1912); also poems original and translated from English and German 
(Goethe, Heine, Poe, Longfellow). 

Biogr.: Kobenhavns Universitets Festskrift, Nov. 1911. pp. 80-81. — (5dinn. 
II. pp. 69-70, portr. 

Bjamason, Bjorn, philologist ; 

b . Vidfjordur, July 3, 1873 ; A. B., 1895 ; A. M. (Scandinavian philology), 
1901; Ph. D., 1905; teacher in public schools in fsafjordur, 1905-08; 
since Oct. 1, 1908 teacher in the Teachers* School, Reykjavik. — Author: 
Sagnakver (Folk-tales. 2 vols. 1900-03 ) ; Nordboemes legemlige Uddannelse 
i Oldtiden (1905, doctor’s dissertation), an Icelandic edition of which, with 
alterations, appeared under the title : fpr6ttir fornmanna & Nordurlondum 
(The sports and pastimes of the ancient Scandinavians. 1908); also an 
article on the same subject (Tim. B6kmf. 1904); reviews in the quarterly 
“ Skirnir,” of which he has been editor since 1910. Contributor to Johannes 
Hoops’ Reallexikon der germanischen Altertumskunde. — Translator : 
Urania, by C. Flammarion (1898); Ur dagb6k Siberiufara, by Korolenko 
(1897); iEfint^ri handa bornum og unglingum (Fairy tales for children and 
young people. 1903); H. Ussing’s treatise on the^modern literature of 
Denmark (Eimreidin, 1898). 

Biogr.: (5dinn. I. pp. 92-93, portr. 

Bjamason, J6hann Magniis. novelist ; 
b. Medalnes, Nordur-Mfilas^sla, May 24, 1866 ; emigrated to Canada (Nova 
Scotia) 1875, and was educated in the public schools there ; since 1889 has 
been a public school teacher in Marshland, Manitoba. — Author: Sogur og 
kvaedi (Stories and poems. 1892), containing five stories ; Ljddmaeli (Poems. 
1898); Eirikur Hansson, skdldsaga frd N£ja Skotlandi ( E. H., a novel from 
Nova Scotia. 3 vols. 1899-1903); Braziliufaramir, skdldsaga (The emigrants 
to Brazil, a novel. 2 vols. 1905-08); Vornaetur & Elgsheidum, sogur frd 
N^ja Skotlandi (Spring nights on Moose heaths, stories from Nova Scotia. 
1910) containing seven stories, some of which had been published before ; 
a few other stories in various papers : Hj6nadjofullinn ( Heimskringla, 
1895), J6n Vesturfari (Logberg, 1896), Sofnudurinn j pistil hverfi (Logberg, 
1897), Ari litli kemur i sk61a (Breidablik, 1907); also Bessabr£f (Heims- 
kringla, 1893-94). A biographical sketch of Magnfis Brynj61fsson 
(Eimreidin, 1912). Has also written several plays, but they have not been 
printed. 

Biogr.: Breidablik. I. pp. 106-110, portr. 

Bjamason, J6n, theologian ; 

b. pvottd, Sudur-Mulasysla, Nov. 15, 1845; A. B., 1866; Cand. Theol., 
Theological School, 1869 ; ordained, 1869 ; teacher in Reykjavik, 1870-73 ; 
went to America in 1873, and was professor in Luther College, Deborah, 
Iowa, 1873-75; editor of the Norwegian weekly paper “Budstikken ”, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, 1875-77 ; minister of the Icelandic congregation 


Digitized by Google 



6 


ISLANDICA 


of New Iceland, Manitoba, 1877-80 ; minister of Dvergasteinn, Iceland, 
1880-84 ; went back to Canada 1884, and became minister of the First 
Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, which position he still holds; 
principal leader in the organisation of the Icelandic Evangelic-Lutheran 
Synod of America in 1885, was its president 1885-1908, and has been the 
editor of its organ, the monthly “ Sameiningin ”, since its foundation, 
1886. — Author: Gudspjallam&l, prddikanir & sunnudogum og h&tldum 
kirkju&rsins (Gospel talks, sermons on Sundays and church feasts. 1900); 
many sermons on special occasions, such as the millenary of the colonization 
of Iceland (1874), the three hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the transla- 
tion of the New Testament into Icelandic (1891), and the nine hundreth 
anniversary of the introduction of Christianity in Iceland (1900); Naud- 
synleg hugvekja (A necessary admonition. 1879), a censure of some 
doctrines of the Norwegian Lutheran Synod ; Island ad bl&sa upp (Iceland 
is being laid bare. 1888), a criticism of Icelandic conditions, which was 
supplemented by his paper on Icelandic nihilism (1889), causing consider- 
able controversy. In “ Aldam6t ” and “ Aram6t ”, the two annual publica- 
tions of the Evang.-Luth. Synod are printed sixteen of his sermons 
and other papers, among which is especially to be mentioned Apologia pro 
vita sua (1909). In the twenty- seven vols. of “ Sameiningin ” there are, of 
course, a very great number of contributions from his pen on religious and 
other subjects, as well as translations ; many articles in “ Logberg”, one of 
which, at least, was separately issued, Um vatnsveitingar (On irrigation. 
1890), a paper of controversial character. Contributor to Jacobs’ and Haas’ 
The Lutheran Encyclopedia (1911). — Translator: Ur heimi baenarinnar, 
by D. G. Monrad (1888); Hvad er bibliu-kritik, by C. Asschenfeldt- 
Hansen (1904); Ben Hfir, by Lew Wallace (i9o8ff.); Dina Morris (from 
Adam Bede), by George Eliot (Aldam6t, 1903). Translated into English 
(with R. B. Anderson) Fridpj6fs saga and {^orsteins saga Vikingssonar, 
publ. in Viking Tales (1877). 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. I. pp. 93-96, portr. — Verdi lj6s. IV. pp. 102-107, 
portr. — Bjarmi. II. pp. 25-28, portr. — Odinn. VII. p. 9, portr. — Aramdt. 
1909. pp. 18-56. 

Bjamason, L&ra [Mikaelina], musician ; 

(born Gudjohnsen) wife of the preceding ; has edited two musical works : 
Laufblod (Leaves. 1900), and Songbdk bandalaganna og sunnudaga- 
sk61anna (1912). 

Bjamason, Ldms [Kristjdn Ingvaldur Hdkonarson], jurist ; 
h. Flatey in Breidifjordur, March 27, 1866 ; A. B., 1885 ; Cand. Juris, 1891 ; 
acting Superior Court attorney, 1891-92 ; acting prefect of fsafjardars^sla, 
1892-94 ; prefect of Snsefellsnes- og Hnappadalss^sla, 1894-1908 ; appointed 
first dean of the Law School, Reykjavik, May 30, 1908 ; since Sept 22, 191 1, 
professor of law, University of Iceland, Reykjavik. Member of Althing for 
Snsefellsnessfsla, 1901-07, member chosen by the Crown, 1909-11, since 
1911 member for Reykjavik ; member of the Council of Iceland Bank since 
1902 ; member of the interparliamentary committee on church affairs 1904,. 
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member of the interparliamentary committee on the Danish-Icelandic union 
1907; Knight of Danebrog, 1904. — Author: Treatise on loss of debts by 
lapse of time (Logfraedingur, 1901); two articles on the revision of the 
Icelandic constitution (Andvari, 1902 and 1903); Forelobige Bemaerkninger 
om Islands statsretlige Stilling (in : Betaenking afgiven af den dansk- 
islandske Kommission, 1908); numerous articles in periodicals, especially 
in “£j 6861 fur” and “ Reykjavik. ” 

Biogr .: Sunnanfari. IV. p. 65, portr. — ( 5 dinn. V. pp. 9-11, portr. 

Bjamason, Torfi, agriculturist ; 

b. Skard on Skardstrond, Aug. 28, 1838 ; 1866-67 was in Scotland studying' 
agricultural conditions ; about 1870 invented and introduced into Iceland 
a new mowing scythe which has been used there since ; 1873 travelled in 
United States ; 1870 bought the farm Olafsdalur in Dalas^sla, and in 1880 
founded there the first agricultural school in Iceland with some support 
partly from the districts of the Western Quarter, partly from the government, 
and still receives from the latter an appropriation for giving instruction 
in agriculture. — Author : Treatise on what could be done to avert the great 
mortality in Iceland (1867), awarded the prize of Isaac Sharp, the philan- 
thropist ; letters from Scotland (Nf felagsrit, 1867); on draining (Tlmarit 
Bmf., 1881); on popular education, on fermented hay, etc. (Andvari, 1884); 
on cooperative societies (Andvari, 1893); on cultivation of the homefield 
(Andvari, 1912); in the “ Bfinadarrit ” there are many contributions from 
his pen : on fermented hay (1888), on the trade of farmers (1893), on 
agricultural instruction (1892), on weaning (1908), on store-houses of hay, 
(1909 and 1911), etc. 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. IX. pp. 9-12, portr. — ( 5 dinn. VIII. pp. 17-21, portr. 

Bjamason, ^orleifur [ J6n Hdkonarson] , educator ; 
b. Flatey in Breidifjordur, Nov. 7, 1863 ; A. B., 1884 ; Cand. Mag. (classical 
and Scandinavian philology), 1892 ; teacher (Latin and history) in College 
of Iceland, Reykjavik, since 1896 ; travelled in Germany 1897-98 study- 
ing educational methods ; took the initiative in the founding of the Public 
Library in Reykjavik, 1900, and has since been its treasurer; has been 
member of the central committee of the Home Rule party. — Author: 
Mannkynssaga handa unglingum (Universal history for young people. 
1905, 2d ed. 1908); paper on Switzerland (Tlmarit Bmf., 1902); essays 
in the “Sklmir”: on Jonas Lie (1908), on Abraham Lincoln (1909), on 
the youth of J6n Sigurdsson and his first dealings with public affairs 
(1911); also reviews and shorter articles in other periodicals. Donsk 
lestrarbdk (Danish reader. 1895, 2d ed. 1905, with Bjarni Jdnsson). — Editor: 
Uts^n (1892, with Einar Benetiktsson) ; Br6f J6ns Sigurdssonar (1911, 
with J6n Jensson); J6n Sigurdsson ’s letters to the representatives of the 
Icelandic Patriotic Society (Andvari, 1911). 

BjamhdOinsddttir, Briet, journalist ; 
b. Haukagil, Hfinavatnss^sla, Sept. 27, 1856 ; was student in the Laugaland 
School for girls; married 1888 Valdimar Asmundsson (d. 1902), the editor 
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of “ Fjallkonan founded “ Kvennabladid ” 1895 and has been its editor 
since; editor of “ Barnabladid ” 1898-1903; has taken active part in the 
suffrage movement, and was one of the first women] elected to the City 
Council, Reykjavik ; president of the Society for the Rights of Women 
(Kvennr6ttindaf61agid), founded in 1907. — Author: Fyrirlestur um hagi og 
r6ttindi kvenna (Lecture on the conditions and rights of women. 1888); 
Sveitallfid og Reykjavlkurllfid (Country life and the life in R. 1894); Livet 
p& Island i det nittende Arhundrede (Nordisk tidskrift, 1905); a series of 
articles on the history of the movement for the emancipation of women 
(Skirnir, 1907-09). The papers she has edited have been largely written by 
her. 

Biogr.: 6dinn. IV. pp. 12-13, portr. 

Bjamh65insson, Saemundur, physician ; 
b. Bodvarsh61ar, Hfinavatnss^sla, Aug. 26, 1863 ; A. B., 1890; Cand. Med. 
& Chir., 1897; district physician of Skagafjardarsysla, 1897-1898; since 
Oct. 1, 1898, physician and director of the Odd Fellows’ hospital for the 
leprous, Laugarnes near Reykjavik ; extraordinary docent, University of 
Iceland, since 1911 ; received the title of honorary professor, 1912. — Author; 
Beretning om Oddfellow-Ordenens Spedalskhedshospital i Laugarnes 
(Ugeskr. for Laeger, 1900); Kystes hydatiques et les lepreux en Islande, 
and Contribution & la question des localisations dites rares de la lepre 
tubereuse (Lepra, V. 1895; also in Danish: Bibliotek for Laeger, 1906); 
Leprosy in Iceland ( Der zweite Leprakonferenz. Mittheil. u. Verhandl. I. 
1909); history of leprosy in Iceland (Skirnir, igro). — Translator: Holds- 
veikism&lid, s£rstaklega ad pvl er Island snertir, by Edv. Ehlers (1895). 

Bjomsson, Benedikt, novelist ; pseudonym : Bjorn Austraeni ; 
b. Febr. 8, 1879 ; grad, of Modruvellir High School, 1899; teacher in Hfisavik, 
Sudur-pingeyjarsysla. — Author: Milli f jails og fjoru (Between mountain 
and beach, eight stories of Icelandic country life. 1910); two other stories : 
Kviksyndi (Nyjar kvdldvokur, 1910), and Veidif or (Skirnir, 1912); an article 
on modem Icelandic literature (Skirnir, 1906). — Editor: Kvaedi og sogur, 
by J6hann Gunnar Sigurdsson (1909), with a biography of the poet. 

Bjomsson, GuBmundur, physician ; 
b. Grof in Vldidalur, Hfinavatnssysla, Oct. 12, 1864; A. B., 1887 ; Cand. 
Med. &Chir., 1894; acting docent, 1894-95, docent in the Medical School 
and district physician of Reykjavik, 1895-1906 ; surgeon- general of Iceland 
since Oct. 1, 1906; 1896 was sent by the government to Norway to study 
the treatment of leprosy ; 1905-06 studied in hospitals in Berlin and Paris ; 
member of the City Council, Reykjavik, 1900-06 ; member of the Althing for 
Reykjavik, 1905-08 ; has been an active Good Templar for many years. — 
Author: Um matvaeli og munadarvoru (On victuals and articles of luxury. 
1895); Indberetning til Ministeriet for Island om Spedalskheden i Norge 
samt Forslag til Foranstaltninger imod Spedalskheden paa Island (1897); 
Skfrslur um heilsufar og heilbrigdism&lefni & Islandi 1905-06 (Rapport sur 
l’6tat sanitaire et medicale pour 1905-06); Mannskadar k Islandi (Loss of 
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lives due to accidents in Iceland. 1912); Um fifenga drykki (On alcoholic 
drinks. 1899); Um dfengisnautn sem pjddarmein og rdd til ad fitr^ma henni 
(On consumption of alcohol as national evil and measures for its extirpation. 
1910); several articles in “Skfrnir” on hygiene and related subjects, as on 
boarding schools for children (1905), on septic tanks (1908), on typhoid 
fever (1908), on insurance for sickness (1909); on reform of the sanitary 
organization in Iceland (Andvari, 1896); also contributions to the hygienic 
journal “Eir” (1899-1900), of which he was one of the editors; a few 
articles on language reform in periodicals. — Translator: Um berklaveiki, 
by S. A Knopf (1903), and another pamphlet on the same subject (1898). 
Biogr .: Sunnanfari. VIII. pp. 65-66, portr. — 6dinn. II. pp. 65-66, portr. 

Bjomsson, Simon, called Dalaskfild, poet ; 
b. Akrar, Skagafjardarsysla, 1844 ; a prolific writer of rlmur, a form of 
poetry now almost extinct in Iceland, but which flourished there for 
centuries down to the middle of the nineteenth century ; he has travelled 
all over Iceland, selling his works and writing poems on persons he met, and 
for special occasions ; lives now in his home district.— Author: Collections 
of poems under various titles : Sm&munir ( 3 pts. 1872-73), Freyja (1874), 
Bragi (1876), Starkadur (1877), Sneglu-Halli (1883), K6rmakur (1886), 
Stfifur (1892), Sighvatur (1905), Hallfredur (1909); the following rlmur: 
of Kjartan Glafsson (1871; 2d ed. 1890), of Bfii Andridarson (1872), of 
Gunnlaugur ormstunga (1878; 2d ed. 1906); of Hordur H 61 mverjakappi 
(1879), of Geirardur and Ellnborg (1884), of Armann and Helga (1891), of 
Hfivardur fsfirdingur (1891), of Hrafn Hrfitfirdingur (1911), of Ing 61 fur 
Arnarson (1912). Collected much of the material for the biography of the 
poet Hj&lmar Jdnsson 1 called B 61 u-Hjdlmar, d. 1871), by Brynj 61 fur 
j6nsson ( 1911 ). 

Biogr.: Odinn. II. p. 14, portr. 

Bjomsson, Steffin, journalist ; 

b. Kolfreyjustadur, Sudur-Mfilas^sla, March 14, 1876 ; A. B., 1900 ; Cand. 
Theol., Theological School, 1903 ; went to Canada 1904, and since 1905 has 
been editor of the Icelandic weekly “Logberg”, Winnipeg, Man., Canada. 
— Translator: ( 3 llkir erfingjar, by G. Boothby (1910); Llfs eda lidinn, by 
H. Conway (1907); Erfdaskrfi Lormes, by Chas. Garvice (1909); Kjord6ttirin, 
by A. C. Gunter (1909); Fanginn 1 Zenda, and Rupert Hentzau, by Anthony 
Hope ( 1908) ; Denver og Helga, by A. W. Marchmont ( 1906) ; Hefnd Mari6ns, 
by E. P. Oppenheim (1911). 

Bjomsson, ^orsteinn, theologian ; 
b. Baer in Borgarfjordur, July 2, 1876 ; A. B., 1898 ; Cand. Theol., Theo- 
logical School, 1902 ; engaged for some time in temperance work and 
journalism ; went to America 1909, and lives in Winnipeg, Man., Canada. — 
Author: Skuggamyndir, alpydlegar frdsagnir fir sogu pfivad6msins 
(Shadows, popular tales from the history of the papacy. 1908); fslenzkir 
hofudlaerd6mar (1912), an exposition of the doctrines of Lutheranism, 
Unitarianism, and the new theology. Several contributions to periodical 
literature, chiefly on temperance, a few poems and biographical sketches. 


Digitized by Google 



IO 


ISLANDICA 


Blondal, Bjorg [Caritas f'orldksddttir] , 
b. Vesturh6psh61ar, Htinavatnss^sla, Jan. 30, 1874 ; A. B., Copenhagen, 
1901; Cand. Phil., 1902; wife of Sigftis Blondal (see below). — Author: 
Contributions to periodicals, e. g ., treatise on mothers (Skirnir, 1907). — 
Translator: Matur og drykkur, by Chr. Jiirgensen (1906-08); on the 
position and conditions of women, by H. Hoffding (Skirnir, 1910); in 
“ Eimreidin a story by Kipling (1903), and several stories by Selma 
Lagerlof (1903-09). 

Blondal, Hannes Stephensen, poet ; 
b. Oct. 25, 1863 ; grad, of the Modruvellir High School, 1882 ; engaged in 
business for a time, and lived a few years in Canada, but returned to Iceland 
1907, and is now bank clerk in Reykjavik. — Author: Three collections of 
poems: Nokkur kvaedi (1887), Kvaedi (1891), Kvaedi (1901). 

Blondal, Sigfiis [Benedikt Bjomsson], philologist, poet ; 
b. Hjallaland, Hdnavatnss^sla, Oct. 2, 1874 ; A. B., 1892 ; Cand. Mag. 
(classical philology and English), 1898 ; acting vice-inspecteur in Regensen 
1899 J England and France, 1900-01 ; assistant in the Royal Library, 
Copenhagen, 1901-07, since 1907 sub-librarian ; secretary of the Icelandic 
Literary Society, Copenhagen, 1905-11, and since 1912 secretary of the 
Icelandic Literature Society (Hidislenzka Fraedaf61ag). — Author: Algierske 
Soroveres Tog til Island Aar 1627 (Nord og Syd, 1896); Alfred Tennyson 
(Timarit Bmf., 1903); Katalogisering og Opstilling af Boger (1912; sep. 
repr. from Dahl’s Haandbog i Bibliotekskundskab ) ; contributor to the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica on modern Icelandic literature ; many poems, 
articles, and reviews in various periodicals ; for some years has been engaged 
upon an Icelandic-Danish dictionary, for the completion of which he has 
received government support. — Editor: ^Efisaga J6ns Olafssonar Indiafara, 
samin af honum sjdlfum 1661 (Autobiography of J. (5. 1908-09); Odysseifs- 
kvida H6mer8, an Icelandic prose version, by Sveinbjorn Egilsson (1912); 
Katalog over Erhvervelser af nyere udenlandsk Litteratur ved Statens 
offentlige Biblioteker i 191 1 ( 1912 ) ; Katalog over Erhvervelser af udenlandsk 
teknisk Litteratur ved Kobenhavns kommunale og Foreningsbiblioteker i 
1911 (1912). — Translator: Nokkur forngrisk kvaedi (A few poems from the 
ancient Greek of Theocritus and Aristophanes. “Arn^”, 1901); Jon 
Olafssons Oplevelser som Bosseskytte under Christian IV., nedskrevne 
af ham selv (1905); Jon Olafssons Oplevelser som Ostindiefarer under 
Christian IV., nedskrevne af ham selv (1907); Draumur Makars, by V. 
Korolenko (1897). 

BorgfirSingur, Sighvatur Grimsson, historian, genealogist ; 
b. N^ibser, Borgarf j ardars^sla, Dec. 20, 1840 ; received no education in his 
youth, but taught himself to read and write ; has been a farmer and lived 
in different places, longest at Hofdi in D^rafjordur, devoting all spare 
moments to literary work, copying manuscripts, translating, and writing ; 
lives at present in Reykjavik. — Author : Sagan af Natani Ketilssyni (1892); 
Sigurdur Breidfjord (1912); Um verzlun (1910), a brief oatline of the 
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history of the Icelandic trade ; of his unprinted works there are especially 
to be mentioned the lives of the Icelandic clergy (in 15 vols. ), which together 
with other of his MSS. have been secured by the National Library in 
Reykjavik. — Editor: Fj&rdr&psm&lid 1 Htinapingi, by Glsli Konrddsson 
(1898), also the same author’s autobiography (Tlmarit B6kmf61., 1897). — 
Translator: Cyprianus (1904). 

Biogr.: (5dinn. II. pp. 30-31, portr. 

Briem, Eirikur [Eggertsson] , educator ; 
b. Melgraseyri, July 17, 1846; A. B., 1864; Cand. Theol., Theological 
School, 1867 ; secretary to the bishop of Iceland, 1867-74 ; minister of 
I>ingeyrar, 1874-80; dean of Htinavatnssysla, 1877-80; docent in the 
Theological School, 1880-1911; professor honoris causa, 1911 ; Commander 
of Danebrog, 1906, etc. Member of Althing for Hfinavatnss^sla 1881-91, 
member chosen by the Crown since 1901, speaker of the united Althing 1901- 
07 ; inspector of the National Bank of Iceland, 1885-1910 ; member of the 
interparliamentary committee on church affairs, 1904-05 ; founded the 
Reykjavik Trust Bank (Sofnunarsj6dur) 1885, and has been its president 
since; president of the Icelandic Archeological Society since 1893. — 
Author: Reikningsb6k (Arithmetic. 1869, 9th ed. 1906); Hugsunarfraedi 
1 prongri merkingu (Text-book of logic. 1897); Stafrofskver (Abecedary. 
1893, 5th ed. 1908); biographical sketch of J6n Sigurdsson (Andvari, 1880), 
and two articles on economy (Andvari, 1884 and 1888); biography of See- 
mundur Eyj61fsson ( Bfinadarrit, 1897); on the introduction of Christianity 
into Iceland and its influence on the people (Verdi lj6s, 1900), and various 
other articles. — Translator: Hin postullega trfiarjdtning, by G. Lisco 
(1873); the latter half of Um uppeldi, by Herbert Spencer (I884). 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. III. pp. 25-26, portr. — Odinn. II. pp. 33-35, portr. — 
Bjarmi. V. p. 153, portr. 

Briem, Hallddr [Eggertsson], educator ; 
b . Espih6U, Sept. 5, 1852; A. B., 1871 ; Cand. Theol., Theological School, 
1875 ; went to America, 1876, was ordained there 1880, and did ministerial 
work among the Icelanders in New Iceland and Winnipeg until 1882, when 
he returned to Iceland ; teacher in the Modruvellir High School, 1882-1907 ; 
since 1908 second assistant librarian, National Library, Reykjavik. — Author: 
Kennslubdk 1 ensku (English primer. 1873, 2 d ed. 1875); N£ kennslub6k 1 
ensku (A new English primer. 1889); Kennslub6k 1 flatam&lsfraedi (Text- 
book of plane geometry. 1889, 2d ed. 1904); Kennslub6k 1 pykkvamdlsfraedi 
(Text-book of stereometry. 1892, 2d ed. 1912); Yfirlit yfir godafrsedi 
Nordurlanda (A view of Scandinavian mythology. 1886); Stutt dgrip af 
Islenzkri m&llysingn handa alp^duskdlum (Short Icelandic grammar for 
common schools. 1891, 2d ed. 1910); Agrip af Islands sogu (Epitome of 
Icelandic history. 1903); two plays: Herra S61skjold (1892), Ingimundur 
gamli (1901). — Editor: “ Framfari” (1877-80), the first Icelandic newspaper 
to be published in America, printed at Lund, Keewatin, Man., Canada. — 
Translator: Hr6i Hottur (Robin Hood. 1900). 

Biogr.: (3dinn. VI. p. 50, portr. — Minningarrit hins ev.-lfit. kirkjufel. 
1 si end. 1 Vesturheimi. pp. 65-67, portr. 
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Briem, Valdimar [Olafsson] , hymnologist ; 
b. Grand, Eyjafjardarsysla, Feb. i, 1848; A. B., 1869; Cand. Theol., 
Theological School, 1872 ; minister of Hrepph61ar and St6ri Niipur, 
Arnessysla, since 1873; dean of Arnessysla since 1897; vice-bishop of 
Skdlholt diocese since 1909 ; member of the committees on the hymn-book, 
and on the ritual of the Icelandic church ; Knight of Danebrog, 1897. — 
Author : Barnas&lmar (Hymns for children. 1893); Bibliuljdd (Poems on 
Biblical subjects. 2 vols. 1896-97); David sdlmar 1 islenzkum sdlmabuningi 
(The Psalter rendered into Icelandic hymns. 1898); Kristin barnafr&di 1 
lj6dum (Catechism in verse. 1906); Lj6d 6r Jobsb6k (Songs from the book 
of Job. 1908); a great number of hymns and religious poems, original and 
translated in various periodicals, chiefly in “ Sameiningin ”, “ Kirkjublad ”, 
‘‘Verdi lj6s”, and “ N^tt kirkjublad ”; in the “Aldam6t” were published 
some of his longer poems (Kirkjan, 1892; Landskj&lftaljdd, 1898; Island 
og Israel, 1899; Gud veit pad, 1901 ; Tibrd, and Undir feldi, 1902); in the 
hymn-book now used in the Icelandic church there are about 30 hymns 
by him ; to periodicals he has also contributed numerous articles on religious 
and church affairs. He wrote the annual “ Fr^ttir frd Islandi”, publ. by 
the Icelandic Literary Society, for the years 1871-78. To Dr. Thoroddsen’s 
biography of Bishop P6tur P6tursson he contributed an appreciation of the 
bishop as a writer of religious works ( pp. 258-267 ) . 

Biogr.: Sameiningin. V. pp. 161-165, portr ; VII. pp. 5-8. — Verdi lj6s. 
III. pp. 67-78, portr.— Odinn. III. pp. 29-31, portr.— Bjarrni. II. pp. 5-6, 
portr. 

Danielsson, Olafur [Dan], mathematician ; 
b. Vidvik, Skagafjardarsysla, Oct. 30, 1877 ; A. B., 1897 ; awarded the gold 
medal of the University of Copenhagen, 1902, for an essay on a mathematical 
prize-question ; Cand. Mag., 1904 ; Ph. D., 1909 ; since 1908 has been teacher 
in the Teachers’ School, Reykjavik. — Author: Nogle Bemaerkninger om 
en Gruppe algebraiske Flader, der kunne biinges til at svare entydig til en 
Plan Punkt for Punkt (1909; doctor’s dissertation); Reikningsb6k (Text- 
book of arithmetic. 1906); an article on the average age of Icelanders 
during the latter half of the 19th century (Skirriir, 1905). 

Biogr.: Kobenhavns Universitets Festskrift. Nov., 1911. p. 72. — Odinn. V. 
p. 76, portr. 

Davidsson, GuOmundur, forester ; 
b. K&radalstunga in Vatnsdalur, Nov. 8, 1874 ; grad, of Flensborg High 
School, 1900; teacher in Reykjavik. — Author: Sk6gr8ektarrit (Book of 
forestry. 1912). 

Einarsson, IndriSi, dramatist, statistician ; 
b. Hflsabakki, Skagafjardarsysla, April 30, 1851, grandson of Gisli Konr&ds- 
son ( d . 1877), the historian ; A. B., 1872; Cand. Polit, 1877; studied in the 
Univ. of Edinburgh, 1877-78 ; auditor of the official accounts of Iceland 
1880-1904, and as such was the editor of the “ Landshagssk^rslur ” 
(Statistical reports of Iceland), and the principal contributor ; commissary 
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in the Department of Finance and Statistics, Reykjavik, 1904-09, since 1909 
chief of department. Member of Althing for Vestmanneyjasysla, 1891. — 
Author: N^jdrsn6ttin (The new year’s night, a fairy play in 3 acts. 1872, 
2d revised ed. 1907), written 1869, and played by the students in College of 
Icel. 1871, and in Reykjavik 1907-08, translated into German by Paul 
Herrmann: Die Neujahrsnacht (1910); Hellismenn (The Cave-dwellers, 
a historical drama in 5 acts. 1897), written in 1871-72, played in 1873 and 
1895 in Reykjavik ; Skipid sekkur (The ship sinks, a modern drama in 4 
acts. 1902), written 1891-97, played in 1904; Sverd og bagall (Sword and 
crozier, a historical drama in 5 acts, from the Sturlunga age. 1899), written 
1897-98, translated into Danish by Henrik Ussing : Svaerd og Krumstav 
(1901), into German by Carl Kiichler : Schwert und Krummstab(i9oo), into 
English by L. M. Hollander: Sword and crozier (Poet-lore, 1912); a play 
in 2 acts entitled : Systkinin 1 Fremstadal, written 1881-82, was staged in 
Reykjavik 1894, but has never been printed. In addition to his numerous 
contributions to the statistical reports mentioned above, he has written 
articles for other periodicals, chiefly on statistical and economical topics ; 
thus he contributed to the 44 Tlmarit B6kmf£l.” three treatises : on personal 
property in Iceland 1878 (1880), on Icelandic parliamentary elections (1884), 
and on money (1890); three articles in “Sklrnir”: on national theaters 
( I 9 ° 7 )» on money value in Iceland ( 1907), and personal reminiscences of J6n 
Sigurdsson (19x1). On temperance there are many articles from his pen, 
and he edited the “Good-Templar” for 1888, and the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge of Iceland of the Order of Good-Templars for 1886 and 1891. — 
Translator: Meginatridi pj68megunarfrBedinnar, by Maurice Block (1879); 
Vlkingarnir & Hdlogalandi, by Henrik Ibsen (1892, with Eggert ( 3 . Brim ; 
played in Reykjavik during two theater seasons). 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. X. pp. 73-74, portr. — ( 5 dinn. III. pp. 79-80, portr. — 
Templar. XXVIII. pp. 1-2, portr.— Poet- Lore. XXIV. pp. 284-289. 

Einarsson, Magmis, veterinarian ; 
b. Hoskuldsstadir, Nordur Mtilas^sla, April 16, 1870; A. B., 1891 ; Cand. 
Phil., 1892; afterwards turned to veterinary surgery, and graduated from 
the Danish Veterinary College, 1896 ; since 1896 veterinary surgeon for the 
South and West Quarters of Iceland, residing in Reykjavik. — Author: Um 
fj&rkldda (Scab in sheep. 1897); Fj&rklddinn (1911); numerous articles on 
veterinary surgery and on diseases of domestic animals in various periodicals, 
principally in 44 Bfinadarrit ” and “ Freyr ”, the latter of which he has 
edited with two others since 1904 ; he has also written for periodicals 
(Andvari, 1909, etc. ) articles against introducing prohibition in Iceland. 

Einarsson, Sigfiis, musician ; 

b. Eyrarbakki, Jan. 30, 1877; A. B., 1898; Cand. Phil., 1899; studied for 
some time law, but afterwards studied music under Vald. Lince and August 
Enna; was the founder and director of the Musical Club of Icelandic 
students in Copenhagen, and gave public concerts there ; 1904 gave concerts 
in Iceland with Brynj 61 fur Forldksson, and in the following years in Iceland 
and Norway with his wife Valborg Einarsson (born Hellemann). Since 
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1907 has received a stipend from the government for furthering musical 
knowledge and instruction in music in Iceland ; organist of the Reykjavik 
Cathedral since 1913. — Author: Stutt kenslub6k { hlj6mfraedi (Short text- 
book of music. 1910) ; essay on the teaching of music in schools (Eimreidin, 
1903); several reviews and articles in periodicals. Compositions: fslenzk 
songldg fyrir fj6rar karlmannaraddir (Icelandic songs for four male voices. 
1903); Lofgjord dr Davidssdlmum (Praise from the Psalter, for male and 
female voices with accompaniment. 1904); Alpydu-songlog (Popular songs. 
1911); Tvo songlog, Zwei Lieder (1911); Till natten (1903); Til fdnans 
( 1906 ) ; J6nas Hallgrimsson (1907 ) ; Ad Logbergi ( 1 907 ) ; Pjetur Gudjohnsen 
(1912). — Editor: Bdra bid (1905); Horpuhljdmar (15 Icelandic songs for 
four male voices. 1905); Skdla-songvar (School songs. 3 parts. 1906-11); 
Kirkjusougsbdk Jdnasar Helgasonar (Book of church music by J. H. 1906); 
popular songs forming vol. 3. of Barnabdk Unga Islands (1907); Alp^du- 
songlog II. (17 Icelandic popular songs. 1912). 

Biogr.: ( 5 dinn. IV. pp. 21-22, portr. 

Erlingsson, ^orsteinn, poet ; 

b. St6ramork, Rangdrvallasysla, Sept. 27, 1858 ; A. B., 1883 ; Cand. Phil., 
1884 ; studied law for some time, but later pursued studies in philology and 
literature, especially Old Norse ; 1895 made an archeological trip through 
the southern and western districts of Iceland, and 1896 visited United States 
at the invitation of Miss Cornelia Horsford for investigating ruins in 
Massachusetts, supposed to be of Norse origin ; 1896-1900 editor of the 
weekly paper “ Bjarki ” at Seydisf jordur ; 1901-02 editor of “ Arnfirdingur ” 
at Bildudalur ; since 1902 has resided in Reykjavik. Has for some years 
received a stipend from the government for literary work. — Author : pyrnar 
(Thorns, a collection of poems. 1897, 2d ed. enlarged 1905); Ruins of the 
Saga Time : being an account of travels and explorations in Iceland in the 
summer of 1895 (1899); Medan um semur (1908), a political pamphlet. 
Among his numerous contributions to periodicals are especially to be 
mentioned a review of foreign books on Iceland and Icelandic literature 
publ. in 1892 (Timarit B 6 kmf 61 ., 1894), and articles in “ Sunnanfari” and 
“ D^ravinurinn an essay on Benedikt Grondal (in the book dedicated to 
Grondal on his eightieth birth-day, 1906), and one on Seydisf jordur 
(Eimreidin, 1903-04). — Editor: fslenzkar sogur og sagnir (Icelandic tales 
and traditions. 1906). — Translator : Heidrdn (1901-02 ; collection of trans- 
lations of minor works by Marcel Prevost, Turgenef, and others, repr. from 
the 1 1 Arnfirdingur ”) . 

Biogr.: Eimreidin. I. pp. 121-125 ; XIII. pp. 42-60. — Sunnanfari. IV. pp. 
92-93, portr. — 6dinn. I. pp. 41-42, portr.— Heimir. IV. pp. 122-140. — 
Euterpe (a Finnish-Swedisn weekly). Sept 27, 1902 (by Rolf Norden- 
streng). 

Finnbogason, GuBmundur, philosopher, essayist ; 
b. Arnarstapi, pingeyjars^sla, June 6, 1873; A. B., 1896; Mag. Art., 
(philosophy; major: psychology), 1901; Dr. Phil., 1911 ; received a 
stipend from the government for four years (1901-04) to study schools and 
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methods of instruction in Scandinavian countries and to work out plans 
for school reform in Iceland; editor of “ Skirnir ” 1905-07; Hannes 
Arnason stipendiary, 1907-11, and pursued philosophical studies in Copen- 
hagen, Berlin, and Paris, 1907-10, during the winter 1910-n giving popular 
lectures on philosophy in Reykjavik ; since 1911 assistant librarian in the 
National Library, Reykjavik. — Author: L^dmentun, hugleidingar og 
tillogur (Popular education, reflections and suggestions. 1903); ftalluferd 
(Trip to Italy. 1908); Bannm&lid (Prohibition. 1911); Den sympatiske 
Porstaaelse (1911, doctor’s dissertation); Hugur og heimur (Mind and 
world. 1912 ; popular lectures on philosophy); several essays in “ Skirnir 
on boarding schools (1905), on Egill Skallagrimsson (1905), on Einar 
Benediktsson (1905), on William James (1905), on small and great nations 
(1906), on K6rmakur and Steingerdur (1907), on J6nas Hallgrimsson 
(1907), on T6mas Ssemundsson (1907), on energy and civilization (1910), 
on belief in verbosity and obscurity ( 1912). An essay on Matthias Jochums- 
son as author of obituary poems (in the M. J. memorial volume, 1905), and 
on the poetry of Benedikt Grondal (in the B. G. memorial volume, 1906); 
a great number of articles in various periodicals on educational and other 
subjects. — Editor: Afmselisdagar (Birthday-book with selections from Ice. 
landic poets. 1907); Lesb6k handa bornum og unglingum (Reader for 
children and young people. 3 vols. 1907-10). — Translator: ddaudleiki 
mannsins, by William James (1905); p^tur i sk6ginum, a story by V. 
Korolenko (1897); essay on modem Norwegian literature, by Bjornstj. 
Bjorn son (Eimreidin, 1898), on art, by Henri Bergson (Skirnir, 1906), on 
pragmatism, by William James (Skirnir, 1912), and many other articles 
and stories by various authors ( J. Lie, Herm. Bang, S. Lagerlof, L. Tolstoy, 
-G. Simmel, etc. ) 

Biogr.: Kobenhavns Universitets Festskrift, Nov., 1911. pp. 77-78. 

FriSfinnsson, J6n, musician ; 

A. porvaldsstadir, Sudur-Mtilasysla, Aug. 16, 1865 ; came to Canada 1876 ; 
organist of the Argyle Church, 1897-1905 ; real estate agent in Winnipeg, 
Man., Canada. — Author: T61f songlog (Twelve musical compositions. 
1904); Vor (Spring, barytone solo with piano accompaniment 1913); 
Vogguljdd (Cradle-song. 1913); also a few compositions publ. in periodicals 
(Eimreidin, 1902, etc.). 

Fri8j<5nsson, GuOmundur, poet ; 

b, Sllalaekur, Sudur-pingeyjarsysla, Oct. 24, 1869 ; grad, of Modruvellir High 
School, 1893; farmer at Sandur, Sudur-pingeyjars^sla. — Author: Einir 
(Juniper, four stories. 1898); Ur heimahogum (From the home pastures, a 
collection of poems. 1902); Undir beru lopti (In the open air, six stories. 
1904); <5lof 1 Asi (1907), a story claimed to be confessions of a married 
woman. Has been a prolific contributor to periodicals, his articles covering 
a variety of subjects, and there scarcely is an Icelandic periodical which has 
not at one time or another published something from his pen ; his principal 
•contributions are, however, poems and stories. In the “Eimreidin” have 
appeared: Konan kemur 1 mannheim (1897), D6ttir min (1900), Afi og 
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amma (1901), essay on the poets of pingeyjars^sla with selections from 
their poems (1902), Systir min (1902), Ami 1 Urdarb&si (1902, a poem),, 
description of life in pingeyjarsysla at the beginning of the 20th century 
(1906), on dreams (1907), essay on J6nas Hallgrlmsson and T6mas 
Saemundsson (1907), on independance with special reference to Iceland 
(1909 and 1910), on women in ancient Iceland (1912), on patriotism (1912), 
and others. In “ Skimir ” : an article on dreams ( 1909), and two essays on 
Stephen G. Steph&nsson (1907 and 1912). In the Norwegian fortnightly 
“ Kringsjaa ” a sketch of life in Iceland ( 1899). 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. X. pp. 33-34, portr. — 6dinn. III. pp. 40-41, portr. — 
Breidablik. III. p. n, portr. 

FriBjdnsson, Siguijdn, poet ; 

b. Sllalaekur, Sudur-pingeyjarsysla, Sept. 22, 1867 ; brother of the preced- 
ing ; grad, of Eidar Agricultural School, 1887 ; farmer at Einarsstadir, Sudur 
pingeyjars^sla. — Author : Two stories in “ Eimreidin ” (Hinn prongi vegur, 
poems in prose. 1903; Hrldarbylur. 1904), three stories in “Skimir” 
(Hvf hefur pd yfirgefid mig. 1907 ; Ur hlldinni yfir mdnum. 1911 ; Uraustri 
og vestri. 1911); many poems in these and other periodicals, especially in 
“Odinn ”; articles, chiefly on literary subjects, in “ Stefnir ” and “ Nordri.” 
Biogr.: Eimreidin. VIII. pp. 95-100 ; XII. pp. 123-125. — Odinn. III. pp. 
40-41, portr. 

FriBriksson, FriBrik, poet, clergyman ; 
b. H&ls in Svarfadardalur, May 25, 1868; A. B., 1893; Cand. Phil., 1894, 
and studied for some time philology; Cand. Theol., Theol. School, 1900; 
ordained 1900 as chaplain to the Laugames Hospital for the leprous ; since 
1898 has been the director of the Reykjavik branch of Y. M. C. A. — 
Author : Songlj6d (Songs. 1909); Nokkrir songvar handa boraum (Some 
songs for children. 1909); Mormdna-villan (The Mormon heresy. 1901); 
several sermons and other pamphlets on religious subjects. Many of his 
earlier poems in “Sunnanfari” and other papers. — Editor: .Eskan, a 
fortnightly paper for children (1904-09'); the monthly bulletins of Y. M. C. 
A. (1898, 1909-10). — Translator: Nokkrir sdlmar (1909). 

Biogr.: Bjarmi. III. p. 161, portr. 

FriBriksson, £6ra, teacher ; 

b. Reykjavik; daughter of Hallddr Kr. Fridriksson, the philologist 
Educated in Reykjavik and Copenhagen. Teacher in public schools in 
Reykjavik. — Author: Stutt landafraedi fyrir byrjendur (Short text-book of 
geography for beginners. 1897); Lltil kennslubdk 1 donsku handa barna- 
sk61um (Short Danish primer for elementary schools. 2 vols. 1900-01); two 
essays in “Skimir”, on Rembrandt (1907), and on the Maid of Orleans 
(1908); several articles in “ Kvennabladid ” and other papers. 

Gislason, Sigurbjom Astvaldur, pamphleteer ; 
b. Glsesibaer, Skagafjardars^sla, Jan. 1, 1876 ; A. B., 1897 ; Cand. Theol., 
Theological School, 1900 ; visited Denmark and Norway 1900-01, and has 
since been in the service of the Danish Home Mission, residing in- 


Digitized by t^ooQle 



ICELANDIC AUTHORS 


17 


Reykjavik. — Author : Smdsaga fir Reykjavlkurllfinu (A story from the R. 
life. 1902); George Muller (1911); Reikningsb6k (A text-book of arithe- 
metic. 5 parts. 1911-12); numerous tracts, partly issued separately, partly in 
the two series “ Vekjarinn ” (1903-06), and “ Heimilisvinurinn ” (1904-06), 
both of which he edited. — Translator : Tracts and pamphlets, by B. Blume 
(1902), Fr. E. Clark (1903), O. Funcke (1902), C. V. Bondo (1908), and 
many others. 

Gislason, ^orsteinn Vilhjdlmur, poet, journalist ; 
b. Staerri-Arskdgur, Eyjafjardarsysla, Jan. 26, 1867 ; A. B., 1892 ; Cand. 
Phil., 1893 ; studied Scandinavian philology and literature until he returned 
to Iceland, 1896; editor of the monthly “ Sunnanfari ”, 1896-98; editor of 
“fsland”, 1897-99; editor of “Bjarki”, Seydisfjordur, 1899-1903; editor 
of the monthly illustrated paper “6dinn”, since 1905, and the weekly 
paper “Logr6tta”, Reykjavik, since 1906. — Author: Kvaedi (Poems. 
1893); Nokkur kvaedi ( A few poems. 1904); Riss (Sketches. 1905); J6nas 
Hallgrlmsson (1903, a lecture). Wrote the foreign news in “Sklrnir” 1904 
and since 1910 ; two essays on Matthias Jochumsson, his life and poetry (in 
the M. J. memorial volume, 1905); biography of Benedikt Grondal (Andvari, 
I 9°9); poems for the visit of King Frederick VIII. to Iceland (1908). — 
Translator: Arni, by Bjornstj. Bjornson (1897); A^fint^rid af P6tri 
Plslarkrdk, by A. v. Chamisso (1902); Nylendupresturinn, by Kristofer 
Janson (1902); Sp&nskar naetur, by Borge Janssen (1900); Sjdmannallf, by 
R. Kipling (1907); Nasreddin (1904); fvar hltij&rn (lvanhoe), by W. Scott 
(1910); Quo vadis?, by H. Sienkiewicz (1905); prjdr sogur, by C. Ewald 
and Bertha v. Suttner ,1909); Orustan vid mylluna, by E. Zola (1903). 

Grondal, Benedikt £orvaldsson, poet ; 
b. Hvammur, in Nordur&rdalur, Aug. 9, 1870; A. B., 1893; at present 
secretary to the prefect (baejarfdgeti) of Reykjavik. — Author : Many poems 
in periodicals ; a story (Sldasti r6durinn) in “Sklrnir” (1912). 

Gronfeldt, f*6ra forleifsddttir, writer on domestic science ; 
daughter of Rev. porleifur Jdnsson, philologist and clergyman of Skinna- 
stadur(</. 1911 ); wife of H. J. Gronfeldt, Hvltdrvellirin Borgarfjardarsysla. — 
Author : Stutt matreidslubdk fyrir sveitaheimili (Short cook-book for 
country homes. 1 906 ) . 

GuSlaugsson, J6nas, poet ; 

b. Stadarhraun, Myrasysla, Sept. 27, 1887 ; student in College of Iceland, 
1901-05; engaged in newspaper work in Reykjavik, 1905-06; editor of 
“Valurinn”, fsafjordur, 1906-07; travelled in England, Germany, and 
Scandinavia, and for some time was connected with the Danish “Social- 
Demokraten”; editor of “Reykjavik”, 1909; since 1909 has lived in Den- 
mark and Norway, engaged in journalism (on “Riget” and other papers) 
and literary work. — Author: Vorbl6m (Spring dowers, a collection of 
poems. 1905); Dagsbrtin (Dawn, songs and poems. 1909); Tvlstimid 
(Double stars, 1906 ; a collection of poems to which Sig. SigurSsson also 
contributed); Sange fra Nordhavet, islandske Digte (1911); Viddernes 
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Poesi (1912), the last two written in Danish; a story (Daudinn) in 
“ Sklrnir ” (1910); many poems in periodicals. — Translator : Maria Grubbe, 
by J. P. Jakobsen (1910); Fdlkid vid hafid, by Harry Soiberg (1909). 
Biogr.: 6dinn. V. pp. 61-62, portr. — Unga Island. III. pp. 12-13, portr. — 
Bogvennen. Sept., 1912. p. 6, portr. 

GuSmundsson, GuSmundur, poet ; 
b. Hrdlfstadahellir, Rangdrvallas^sla, Sept. 6, 1874; A. B., 1897; Cand. 
Phil., Reykjavik, 1898 ; studied for some time medicine ; associate editor of 
“ Valurinn M , Isafjordur, 1906-07 ; founder and editor of the paper 14 Dagur ”, 
1909. — Author : Lj6dmaeli (Poems. 1900); Gudbjorg i Dal (1902, a poem); 
Strengleikar (Days. 1903); Gigjan (The fiddle, a collection of poems. 1906); 
Fridur d jordu (Peace on earth, poems. 1911); Kristjdn Jdnsson skdld 
(1908, a lecture); a story, T6ta (Island, 1897); Orgelid (The organ. 1902; 
a story publ. under the pseudonym : Asmundur Vikingur) ; numerous poems 
and articles in periodicals; great number of poems written for special 
occasions separately printed. — Translator: Nihilistinn undir fossinum 
(1907, an anonymous story); Bifreidin, fitlendar sogur (1909); Blindi 
tdnsnillingurinn, by V. Korolenko (1912); many poems and stories in 
various periodicals. 

Biogr.: Cdinn. I. p. 84, portr. 

Gudmundsson, SigurOur, philologist ; 
b . ^sustadir, Hfinavatnssysla, Sept. 3, 1876; A. B., 1901; A. M., 
(Scandinavian philology and literature), 1910; granted a stipend by the 
government during the years 19 12-13 for researches in Icelandic literature ; 
lives in Reykjavik. — Author: Essay on porsteinn Erlingsson (Eimreidin, 
1907 ) ; essay on references to Danes in modem Icelandic poetry ( Eimreidin, 
1909); many articles and reviews in various periodicals (Nordurland, 
Ingdlfur, etc.). — Translator: J. L. Heiberg’s essay on ancient controversies 
about Christianity (Eimreidin, 1904). 

GuOmundsson, Valter, philologist ; 
b. Arbakki, Hfinavatnss^sla, March 11, i860; A. B., 1883; A. M., 
(Scandinavian philology), 1887 ; Ph. D., 1889 ; docent of Icelandic history 
and literature, University of Copenhagen, since 1890; visited United States 
1896 at the invitation of Miss Cornelia Horsford to investigate ruins in 
Massachusetts supposed to be of Norse origin. Member of the board 
of directors of the Icelandic Literary Society (Copenhagen branch) 
1885-1905, of the Royal Society for Northern Antiquaries since 1892, and of 
the society called “De danske Atlanterhavsoer ’ ’ since 1903. Member of 
Althing for Vestmanneyjasysla 1894-1901, for Gullbringu- og Kj6sars^sla 
1903-09, for Seydisfjordur since 1911. Knight of Danebrog, 1904. Founded 
the periodical “Eimreidin ” 1895, and has since been its editor. — Author: 
Um merki Islands (The flag of Iceland. 1885, a lecture); Privatboligen paa 
Island i Sagatider samt del vis i det ovrige Norden (1889, doctor’s disserta- 
tion); Den islandske Bolig i Fristatstiden (1894); Nordboernes Skibe i 
Vikinge- og Sagatiden (1900); Die Fortschritte Islands im 19. Jahrhundert, 
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ubersetzt von R. Palleske (1902); Islands Kultur ved Aarhundredskiftet 
1900 (1902), translated into German by R. Palleske : Island am Beginn des 
20. Jahrhunderts (1904); F6stbraedralag (prjdr ritgerdir tileinkadar Pdli 
Melsted, 1892); Manngjold-hundrad ( Germanistische Abhandlungen zum 
LXX. Geburtstag Konrad v. Maurers, 1893); Solvkursen ved Aar 1000 
(Festskrift til L. F. A. Wimmer, 1909); Litklaedi (Arkiv f. nord. Filol., 
1892); reviews of foreign books on Iceland and Icelandic literature (Timarit 
Bmf£l., 1892 and 1893); Skandinavische Verhaltnisse : Kleidung, Wirtschaft 
(Paul’s Grundriss der german. Philologie. III. 2d ed. 1900); contributor 
to Johannes Hoop’s Reallexikon der german. Altertumskunde. Of the 
numerous articles and reviews published in “ Eimreidin”, the following 
may especially be mentioned : on the national rights of Iceland and the 
constitutional changes (1896), on the organization of the Althing (1897), on 
the poor laws and municipal government in the old Icelandic Republic 
(1898), on amendments to the Icelandic constitution (1890), on progress in 
Iceland during the 19th century (1900, transl. into German by Palleske), 
on the platforms of the Icelandic political parties (1903), on the old 
Icelandic horse fights (1903), on salaries of public officials (1905 and 1906), 
on J6n Sigurdsson (1911), on Steingrfmur Thorsteinsson (1911), etc.; many 
articles in other periodicals, both Icelandic and Danish. — Editor: C. 
Rosenberg’s Traek af Li vet paa Island i Fristatstiden (1894); Fr. Winkel 
Horn’s Danish version of Snorri Sturlusons Clafs saga Tryggvasonar ( 1900), 
G. Storm’s Danish version of Clafs saga helga, by Snorri (1906); Kvaedi og 
p^Oingar, by Gudmundur Einarsson (1908). — Translator: Fornislenzk 
m&lmyn dalasi ng, by L. F. A. Wimmer (1885), etc. 

Biogr.: Indbydelsesskrift til Kjobenhavns Universitets Reformationsfest, 
1889. — Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon. VI. pp. 283-284. — Sunnanfari. VII. 
p. 32, portr. 

Gunnarsson, Gunnar, poet, novelist ; 
b. Valpjdfsstadur, Sudur-Mfilas^sla, May 18, 1889 ; student in Askov High 
School, Denmark, 1907-09, otherwise self-taught. Lives at present in 
Copenhagen, engaged in journalism and literary work. — Author: Vorljdd 
(Spring songs. 1906); M6durminning (In memory of mother, poems. 1906); 
Digte (1911); Ormarr Orlygsson, af Borgslaegtens Histone, Roman (1912); 
Den danske Frue paa Hof, af Borgslaegtens Historic (1912); poems and 
storiesin “Eimreidin” (1910), “( 5 dinn” (1907), and “Logrdtta” (Augu 
daudans, S&ttin, and many other stories. 1912-13). Contributor to many 
Danish periodicals and dailies, also to Norwegian, Swedish, German, and 
French papers. 

Biogr.: Bogvennen, Aug. 1912, p. 10, portr. 

Guttormsson, Guttormur Jdnsson, poet ; 
b . Icelandic River, Man., Canada, Dec. 15, 1878, of Icelandic parents. 
Farmer at Icelandic River. He is the only native of America who has 
written a book in Icelandic. — Author: J6n Austfirdingur og nokkur 
smdkvaedi (John from the Eastfjords, and a few short poems. 1909). 
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Hafstein, Hannes [i*6r5ur], poet, jurist ; 
b. Modruvellir, Eyjafjardars^sla, Dec. 4, 1861; A. B., 1880; Cand. Juris, 
1886 ; acting prefect of Dalasysla, 1886 ; Superior Court attorney, 1887-89 ; 
chief of the governor-general’s bureau (landritari), 1889-95 ; prefect of 
fsafjardars^sla and fsafjordur, 1895-1904 ; minister (rddherra) for Iceland, 
Febr. 1, 1904 to March 31, 1909, and since July 25, 1912 ; third director of the 
Bank of Iceland, 1909-12. Member of Althing for fsafjardars^sla 1900, for 
Eyjafjardarsysla since 1903. Commander of Danebrog, 1907, etc. Grand 
Officer of the French Legion of Honor, 1908. — Author : Ymisleg lj6dmaeli 
(Various poems. 1893) ; was one of the editors of “ Verdandi ” ( 1882) to which 
he contributed several poems ; biography of J6nas Hallgrimsson in his Poems 
(1884) of which he was one of the editors ; treatise on the Icelandic National 
Assembly of 1851 (Andvari, 1902); poems in various periodicals. — Editor: 
Kvaedi og kvidlingar, by Hjdlmar Jdnsson (B61u-Hjdlmar, 18 88), with 
biography of the author. — Translator : Poems from the Danish, German 
(Heine’s Buch der Lieder), and English have appeared in periodicals 
(Tlmarit Bmfel., 1896; f>j6d61fur, 1896; and others). 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. III. p. 49, portr. — Illustreret Tidende. XLV. pp. 145- 
146, portr. — Verdens.Speilet. II. pp. 565-567, portr. — Det nye Aarhundrede. 
I. pp. 306-310, portr. — Odinn. I. pp. 9, 12-14, portr.; II. pp. 41-42, portr. — 
Heimir. V. pp. 75-92, portr. — Ingolfur. IX. pp. 198-200. 

Hallddrsson, Olafur, jurist ; 

b . Hof in Vopnafjordur, May 15, 1855; A. B., 1877; Cand. Juris, 1882; 
assistant in the Icelandic government bureau, Copenhagen, 1883-89, chief, 
1889-1909. Councillor of Conference, 1904 ; Knight of Danebrog, 1894, etc. — 
Author : Treatise on modern Icelandic legislation (Jahrbuch der intemat. 
Vereinung fur vergleich. Rechtswissenschaft u. Volkwirtschaftslehre zu 
Berlin, 1899). — Editor: J6nsb6k, Kong Magnus Hakonssons Lovbog(i904); 
Lovsamling for Island, vols. XX.-XXI. (1887-89, with H. Stephensen). 

Hannesson, GuSmundur, physician, pamphleteer ; 
b. Gudlaugsstadir, Hdnavatnssysla, Sept. 9, 1865 ; A. B., 1887 ; Cand. Med. 
& Chir., 1894 ; district physician of Skagafjardars^sla 1894-96, of Eyjafjard- 
arsysla 1896-1907, of Reykjavik 1907-11 ; since Sept. 22, 1911 professor of 
medicine, University of Iceland, Reykjavik. — Author: f apturelding, 
nokkrar greinar um landsmdl (Dawn, a few articles on politics, 1906 ; transl. 
into Danish, in “Tilskueren ”) ; an article on Japan (Skimir, 1906); 
contributions to various periodicals. — Translator: Opid br£f til klerka og 
kennimanna, by Leo Tolstoy (1903). 

Biogr,: 6dinn. III. pp. 13-15, portr. — Sunnanfari. IX. pp. 37-38, portr. 

Hansen, [Rasmus] Morten, educator ; 
b. Hafnarfjordur, Oct. 20, 1855 ; A. B., 1877 ; Cand. Theol., Theological 
School, 1879 ; teacher in the Reykjavik primary school 1883, since 1890 its 
director. Member of the board of directors of the Icelandic Literary Society 
1886-1909, and of the Icelandic Teachers’ Association. — Author: Reiknings- 
b6k handa alpyduskdlum (Text-book of arithmetic for common schools. 
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1890, 6th ed. 1911); Landafraedi handa bamaskdlum (Text-book of 
geography for primary schools. 1894, 4th ed. 1907). 

Biogr Unga Island. IX. pp. 9-12, portr. 

Hdgason, Einar, horticulturist ; 

b. Kristsnes, Eyjafjardars^sla, June 25, 1867 ; grad, of Eidar Agricultural 
School, 1887 ; giad. of Horticultural High School, Vilvorde, Denmark, 1897 ; 
since 1898 horticultural adviser of the Icelandic Agricultural Society ; since 
1900 director of the Horticultural Experimental Station, Reykjavik. — 
Author: Many articles on horticulture and agriculture in ‘ ‘ Tlmarit 
Bmf 61 .” (1898), “ Btinadarrit ” (since 1899), and “Freyr” of which he has 
been one of the editors since its foundation, 1903 ; article on agriculture in 
Iceland, in ‘ ‘ Berattelse ofver andra nordiska Landbrukskongressen 1 
Stockholm, 1897”; on horticulture in Iceland, in “Nordisk illustreret 
Havebrugsl exikon ” (1902); on the Experimental Station, Reykjavik, in 
4i Aarsberetning om det kgl. danske Landhusholdningsselskabs Virksomhed 
1906.” 

Biogr,: < 3 dinn. V. pp. 17-20, portr. 

Hdgason, Helgi, musician ; 

b. Reykjavik, Jan. 23, 1848 ; learned the trade of a carpenter, but studied 
music besides, was in Copenhagen 1875-76 and 1878-79 for that purpose ; 
organized the first Icelandic brass band 1876, and was its leader until 1902, 
when he left Iceland and went to America ; in his new home Wynyard 
P. O., Sask., Canada, has organized a brass band of Icelanders, called the 
Wikingband ; decorated with the order of Danebrog, 1890. — Compositions : 
Hundraddra afmaeli Reykjavlkur (1886); Brtiardr&pa (1891); fslenzk 
songlog (20 musical compositions. 1892), and many others. 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. VII. pp. 93-95, portr. — Hojskolebladet. 1901. No. 30. 
coll. 949-956, portr. 

Helgason, J6n, theologian ; 

b. Gardar on Alptanes, June 21, 1866; A. B., 1886: Cand. Theol., 1892; 
studied at the Universities of Greifswald and Erlangen, 1894 ; docent in the 
Theological School, Reykjavik, 1894-1908, director (lector theol.), 1908-11 ; 
since Sept. 22, 1911, professor of theology, University of Iceland ; ordained, 
1895 ; assistant minister of the Reykjavik Cathedral, 1894-1908 ; member of 
the interparliamentary committee on church affairs, 1904-05. Knight of 
Danebrog, 1905. — Author: Sogulegur uppruni N^ja Testamentisins, einstak- 
ra rita pess og safnsins 1 heild sinni (Historical origin of the New Testa- 
ment, of its individual parts and of the whole collection. 1904); Almenn 
kristnisaga (History of Christianity. I. 1912); several sermons published 
separately ; numerous contributions to religious periodicals, especially to 
be found in the monthly “Verdi lj6s” (1896-1904), of which he was the 
founder and editor, and in the “Nytt kirkjublad” (since 1904), of which 
he was associate editor in 1906-07 ; essays on the books of Moses (Timarit 
Bmfdl., 1900), on the origin of the Old Testament (Tlmarit Bmfdl., 1901), 
on the ministers and the creeds (Sklrair, 1909). List of graduates from the 
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College of Iceland 1846-96 (in the memorial volume of the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the College, 1896); list of graduates from the Theological School 
1847-97 (in the memorial volume of the fiftieth anniversary of the School, 
1897); four biographies in Bricka’s Dansk biografisk Leksikon ; a few 
articles in Danish periodicals. — Editor: Sdlmar og andleg lj6d til notkunar 
i barnask61um og vid barnagudspj6nustur ( 1902, 2d ed. 1908); the following 
works of his father, Helgi Hdlfddnarson (d. 1894) : Sannleikur kristinddmsins 
(1894), Kristileg sidfraedi (1895), Saga fornkirkjunnar (3d pt. 1896), Stutt 
dgrip af pr^dikunarfraedi (1896), Pr£dikanir & ollum sunnu- og helgidogum 
kirkjudrsins (1896); Brdf Tdmasar Saemundssonar (1907, selections from 
these letters he had previously edited in ‘ ‘Timarit Bmfdl. ”, 1896) ; Bibllusogur, 
by Tang (1898, augmented and rewritten). — Translator : In the new trans- 
lation of the New Testament (1906), the following writings: The gospels 
of Mathew and John, the epistle to the Romans, and the epistles to the 
Corinthians ; Takid sinnaskipti, by Skovgaard-Petersen (1900, a sermon). 
Biogr .: Odinn. VI. pp 73-74, portr. — Hannes forsteinsson, Gudfraedinga- 
tal, pp. 164-167. 

Hinriksson, J6n, poet ; 

b. Stdru Reykir, Sudur-pingeyjarsysla, Oct. 24, 1829; was a farmer until 
1899 ; lives at Helluvad, Sudur-pingeyjars^sla. — Author : Lj6dmseli (Poems. 
1909). 

Biogr.: Eimreidin. XII. pp. 118-121. — (5dinn. VII. p. 36, portr. 

Hjaltason, GuBmundur, story-writer, journalist ; 
b. Asbjarnarstadir, Myrasysla, 1853 ; student in Gausdal High School, 
Norway, 1875-77, in Askov High School, Denmark, 1877-80 ; lectured in 
Denmark and Norway, on Iceland and Icelandic literature ; returned to 
Iceland in 188 1, and during the winter taught school in various places in 
North Iceland until 1903, in the summer he worked at farming ; in Norway, 
1903-09, lecturing; returned to Iceland in 1909 and has since lived in 
Hafnarfjordur ; associate editor of the “Skinfaxi”, the organ of the 
Icelandic Young Peoples’ Societies ; for the years 1912-13 receives an ap- 
propriation from the government for popular lectures in country districts. — 
Author: Fjdludalur (1875, an epic and other poems); Melabldm (1882, a 
collection of stories and tales); Jokulrds (1883, two stories); Dalar6sir 
( 1885, two stories). To Icelandic papers he has contributed a great number 
of articles on a variety of subjects, but principally on popular high schools, 
education, religion, and poetry ; he has likewise written much in Danish, 
Norwegian, and Swedish periodicals on Iceland, its people, literature and 
history. 

Biogr.: Skdlabladid. I. pp. 11-12; II. p. 13, portr. — Odinn. V. pp. 27-28,. 
portr. — Unga Island. V. pp. 4-5, portr. 

Hjorleifsson, Einar [Gisli] , novelist, journalist ; 
b. GoOdalir, Skagafjardarsysla, Dec. 6, 1859 ; A. B., 1881 ; Cand. Phil., 
1882 ; studied for some time political economy ; went to America, 1885 ; 
1886-88 associate editor of the weekly “ Heimskringla ”, Winnipeg, Man., 
Canada ; 1888-95 editor of the weekly “ Logberg ”; returned to Iceland in 
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1895, and was associate editor of “ fsafold ” 1895-1901, and of “ Sunnanfari ” 
1900-01; editor of “Nordurland ”, Akureyri, 1901-04, of “ Fjallkonan }f 
1904-06, of “Skirnir” 1908-09. Since 1910 has received from the govern- 
ment a stipend for literary work; lives in Reykjavik. — Author: Hvom 
eidinn & jeg ad rjfifa (Which of the two oaths shall I break ? 1880); Upp og 
nidur (Up and down. 1882), a story in letters publ. in “Verdandi” of 
which he was one of the editors; Vonir (Hopes, a story from America. 
1890), was translated into German, by M. Lehmann-Filhds, in “ Die Frau ,r 
(1894); the last two stories were translated into Danish, by Holger Wiehe 
under the title : To Fortsellinger fra Island ( 1900) ; Lj6dmaeli ( Poems. 1893) ; 
Vestan hafs og austan (On the West and East side of the Ocean. 1901, 2d 
ed. 1908), containing the novels : Vonir, Litli Hvammur, and Ordugasti 
hjallinn, the last two of which were translated into German, by Franz 
Kuntze : Klein-Hvammur (1909), and Die steilste Hohe (Westermanns 
Monatshefte, 191 1 ) ; Smaelingjar (1908, five short stories); Ofurefli 
(Superior force, 1908), translated into Danish, by Olaf Hansen : Overmagt 
(1909), into German, by Erich von Mendelsohn: Die Ubermacht (1912); 
Gull (Gold. 1911) a continuation of the Ofurefli ; Brfiin (Eimreidin, 1896), 
translated into Bohemian (Most) by Al. Koudelka (O. S. Vetti) in the 
paper “Hlas”; G6d bod (Eimreidin, 1900); in “ Skirnir” have appeared 
the following stories (not included in any of his collections) : A 
vegamdtum (1908), Marjas (1908), and Vistaskipti (1908-09); biography 
of Bjarni Th6rarensen, in the edition of his Poems (1884); Vestur-fslend- 
ingar (Icelanders in America. 1895); Vesturfor (Trip to America. 1909); 
Tildrog stj6rnarb6tarinnar (The events leading to the constitutional 
amendment. 1902); Frjdlst sambandsland (1907), a survey of the political 
struggle between Iceland and Denmark, also published in Danish : Danmark 
og Island, en historisk Redegorelse (1907); a few other political pamphlets 
and articles; Samband vid framlidna (Communicating with the dead. 
1905), a spiritualistic pamphlet, and an essay on the same subject (Skirnir, 
1905). Papers on reading (Timarit Bmfdl., 1896), on popular education in 
Iceland (1899), on the government by an earl in Iceland (Andvari, 1912), 
on some women of the Icelandic sagas (Skirnir, 1909), etc.; numerous 
essays, reviews, and articles in periodicals. — Translator: Allan Quatermain, 
(1891, 2d ed. 1906), Ndmar Sal6m6ns (1888, 2d ed. 1906), fokulydurinn 
(1894), all by H. Rider Haggard ; Kongurinn i Guild, by J. Ruskin (1891); 
Eptir daudann, by W. T. Stead (1907) ; Warren Hastings, by Lord Macaulay 
(1912), etc. 

Biogr,: Sunnanfari. III. pp. 49-50, portr. — Breidablik. II. pp. 25-26, 
portr. — Almanak Clafs S. Thorgeirssonar. 1906. pp. 59-61. 

Holm, Torfhildur ^orsteinsddttir, novelist ; 
b. K&lfafellsstadur, Austur-Skaptafellss^sla, Feb. 2, 1845 J was educated in 
Reykjavik and Copenhagen ; 1874 married Jakob Holm (d. 1875); lived in 
Canada, 1877-90; lives at present in Reykjavik; has received for some 
years a stipend from the government for literary work. — Author : 
Brynj61fur Sveinsson biskup (1882, 2d ed. 1912, a historical novel of the 
17th cent.); Sogur og aefint^ri (Stories and fairy tales. 1884); Smdsogur 
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handa bornum o g unglingum (Stories for children and young people. 
1886); Kjartan og Gudrfln (1886, a novel); Elding (Lightning, a historical 
novel of the 10th cent. 1889); Hogni og Ingibjorg (1889, a novel); 
Barnasogur (Stories for children. 1890); Tibrd (2 pts. 1892-93, an 
annual for children). In the periodical “Draupnir** which she founded 
and edited for seventeen years (1891-1908. 12 vols. ), are the following 
original writings : Seint firnist forn &st ( 1891), a story ; J6n biskup Vidalin 
(1892-93), a historical novel of the 18th cent.; Alfasveinninn og dlfamserin 
(1893), a story ; J6n biskup Arason ( 1902-08), a historical novel of the 16th 

cent. Since 1901 has edited the weekly paper 4 Dvol M , chiefly devoted to 
literature, in which have appeared some original stories from her pen, and 
many translations from other languages (Plato’s Apology of Socrates, etc. ) — 
Editor: Gizur porvaldsson, a drama by Eggert <3. Brim (Draupnir, 1895- 
99)- 

Biogr.: Cflinn. III. pp. 61-62, portr. 

Jakobsson, J6n, librarian ; 

b. Hjaltastaflur, Nordur Mfllas^sla, Dec. 6, i860; A. B., 1880; Cand. Phil., 
1881 ; studied for some time classical philology ; director of the Icelandic 
Archeological Museum, 1897-1907 ; assistant librarian 1895-1906, and 
librarian of the National Library, Reykjavik, since 1906. Member of 
Althing for Skagaf j arflarsy si a 1893-99, f° r Htinavatnssysla 1903-07. Knight 
of Danebrog, 1907. — Author: A few articles in “Arb6k hins islenzka 
Fornleifaf61ags”. Compiler of the accessions catalogues of the National 
Library, 1904-11. — Translator : Einfalt Ilf, by Charles Wagner (1912). 
Biogr.: <3dinn. VI. pp. 49-50, portr. 

Jensson, J6n, jurist ; 

b. Reykjavik, Nov. 23, 1855; A. B., 1876; Cand. Juris, 1882; assistant in 
the Icelandic government bureau, Copenhagen, 1882-83 ; chief of governor- 
general’s bureau (landritari), 1883-89; since 1889 associate justice of the 
Superior Court of Iceland. Member of Althing for Reykjavik, 1894-99. 
Knight of Danebrog, 1907. — Author: Several political pamphlets (1903-08). 
— Editor: (with Magntis Stephensen, and afterwards with J6n Magnflsson) 
Lagasafn handa alp^du (Collection of laws for the general public. 4 vols. 
1888-1900); (with porleifur Bjamason) Br6f J6ns Sigurdssonar (1911). 

Jochumsson, Matthias, poet, dramatist ; 
b. Sk6gar, Bardastrandars^sla, Nov. 11, 1835; A. B., 1863; Cand. Theol., 
Theological School, 1865 ; minister of the Kjalamesping, 1866-73 ; spent a 
year in foreign travel; editor of “Pj6d61fur”, 1875-80; minister of Oddi 
1880-86, of Akureyri, 1886-1900 ; receives an honorary pension from the 
government for his literary services. Member of the committee on the hymn- 

book, 1878. Knight of Danebrog, 1899, etc. Honorary member of the Ice- 
landic Literary Society, and the Viking Club, London. Lives in Akureyri. — 
Author: Lj6dmaeli (Poems. 1884); Ljddmaeli (Poems, original and trans- 
lated. 5 vols. 1902-06); Vig Snorra Sturlusonar (The slaying of S. S. 1879); 
Grettislj6d (Poems from the Grettis saga. 1897). Utilegumennirnir (The 
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highwaymen, a play. 1864, 2d ed. revised, with the title : Skugga-Sveinn. 
1898); Helgi hinn magri (1890, a historical play); Hinn sanni pj6dvilji 
(The true public opinion. 1898, a comedy); Vesturfaramir (The emigrants, 
a play. 1898; was written 1875); J6n Arason (1900, a tragedy); Aldam6t 
(The meeting of the centuries. 1901, a play). Chicag6for 1893 (1893, an 
account of his trip to the Chicago World’s Fair); Frd Danmorku (From 
Denmark. 1905 ; papers on Danish history, literature, etc., and poems). 
To periodicals he has been a prolific contributor, and his first articles 
which were printed date from about i860 ; his articles have been chiefly on 
literature and religious questions ; his religious opinions always have been 
advanced, and he has therefore frequently been involved in controversies ; 
the greatest number of his articles have appeared in ” Pj6d61fur ”, 
“L^dur”, a fortnightly paper he edited 1889-91, “Nordurland ”, and in 
“Nordri”. Of his later essays may be mentioned: the outlook for the 
church and Christianity in Iceland (Skirnir, 1906), religion and church in 
Denmark (Eimreidin, 1902), the church in Iceland from 1000 to 1150 
(Skirnir, 1907), the church and Christianity (Eimreidin, 1907), Bishop 
J6n Arason (Eimreidin, 1912), etc. — Translator: Manfred, by Lord Byron 
(1875); Gisli Sdrsson, a drama by Miss H. B. Barmby (1902); B6ndinn, a 
poem by A. Hovden (1907); Brandur, by Henrik Ibsen (1898); Hamlet 
(1878), Macbeth (1874), 6tell6 (1882), R6meo og Jfilia (1887), by W. 
Shakespeare; Fridpj6fssaga, by Esaias Tegndr (1866, 3d ed. 1906); in the 
collection Svanhvit (1877), many poems from various tongues; selected 
Swedish poems of the 19th cent. (Eimreidin, 1910-11); most of his other 
poetical translations have been included in the collected poems mentioned 
above ; Sogur herlaeknisins, novels by Z. Topelius (4 vols. 1904-09 ; one 
vol. 1898; the first portions of this version were publ. in “Oldin” 1893- 
96). 

Biogr 11. n6v. 1835-11. n6v. 1905. Matthias Jochumsson. f tilefni af 70 
dra afmaeli hans. Reykjavik, 1905. 8°. p. 112, illustr. — Bricka, Dansk 
biograf. Lexikon. VIII. pp. 493-494* — Sunnanfari. VI. pp. 17-19, portr. — 
<3dmu. I. pp. 57-58, 77, 61, portr. — N^tt kirkjublad. VII. pp. 193-194, 
portr. — Sameiningin. IV. pp. 113-116 ; VI. pp. 46-48. 

Jdhannesson, Jdhannes LArus Lynge, essayist ; 
b. Hestur, Borgarfjardars^sla, Nov. 14, 1859; A. B., 1886; Cand. Theol., 
Theological School, 1886 ; since 1890 minister of Sudurdalaping, Dala- 
s^sla. — Author: Treatise on modern Icelandic metrical art (Timarit Bmfdl. 
1895); an essay on family names (Skirnir, 1909); various articles in 
“fj 6361fur”, “Skdlabladid”, etc. 

JAhannesson, SigurBur J6n, poet ; 
b. Marbaeli, Skagafjardarsysla, Nov. 25, 1841 ; was a farmer in Iceland, and 
emigrated to Canada, 1873 ; was one of the founders of the weekly paper 
“Eogberg”, 1888. Lives in Winnipeg, Man., Canada. — Author: Ljddmaeli 
(Poems. 1897); Nokkur ljddmaeli og pyddar sogur (A few poems and 
translated stories. 1899); Kvaedi (Poems. 1905); Foramenjar (Antiquities, 
a poem. 1907). — Translator : Nokkrar skemtisogur (1907). 
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Jdhannesson, SigurOur Jiilius, poet ; 
b. Lsekur, Olves, Jan. 9, 1868; A. B., 1897; Cand. Phil., Reykjavik, 1898; 
studied for some time medicine in the Medical School, Reykjavik ; went to 
America, 1899; M. D., National Medical University, Chicago, 111 ., 1907; 
practising physician since 1908, at present in Wynyard, Sask., Canada. — 
Author : Sogur og kvaedi (Stories and poems. 2 pts. 1900-03); Kvistir 
(Twigs, a collection of poems. 1910); numerous articles in periodicals, 
chiefly in those papers he edited: “.Eskan”, a fortnightly for children, 
1897-99, “Dagskrd”, a weekly, 1898-99, and “Dagskrd II” (Winnipeg), 
1901-03. — Editor (with Am6r Arnason).* Ritverk Gests Pdlssonar (vol. i. 
1902). — Translator: Vatnspr6in, by E. Bellamy (1902); Logreglu- 
spsejarinn, by A. C. Gunter (1901); Fiskimaerin, by Bjomstj. Bjomson 
(Dagskrd, 1898); Sidb6k og songvar fyrir Independent Order of Foresters 
( I901 ). 

Biogr.: 6dinn. VI. pp. 5-6, portr. — Logberg. Dec. 21., 1911, portr. — 
Heimir. IV. pp. 82-84, portr. 

J6hannsd6ttir, Maria, novelist ; 

b. Vldidalsd, Strandas^sla, June 4, 1886; nurse in the Hospital for 
lepers, Laugarnes. — Author: Systurnar frd Graenadal (The sisters from 
Greendale, a novel. 1908); two short stories: Endurminningar (Sklrnir, 
1909), and Helgi (Sklrnir, 1911); a few poems in “ Kvennabladifl.” 

J6hannsd6ttir, Olafla, journalist ; 
b. Mosfell, Gullbringusysla, Oct. 22, 1868 ; was the first woman to get a 
degree from the College of Iceland, 1891 ; founder of the Icelandic Women’s 
Society, a suffrage organization, 1894 ; editor of the juvenile paper 
“Eskan” 1899, joint editor of the monthly “ Frams6kn ” 1899-1901 ; lives 
at present in Norway. — Author: Articles in the “Arsrit hins Islenzka 
kvennf flags’’ (1894-99), and other papers, on woman suffrage, temperance, 
etc. — Editor : Daglegt lj6s (1908, selections of Biblical passages). 

Biogr.: Eskan. XIII. pp. 81-82, portr. — Bjarmi. IV. pp. 186-187, portr. 

Jdhannsson, Eggert, journalist ; 

b. Vindheimar, Skagaf j ardars^sla, Nov. 1, i860 ; came to America, 1876 ; 
associate editor of “ Leifur ”, Winnipeg, 1883-86; one of the founders of 
the weekly “ Heimskringla”, 1886, and was associate editor or editor of it 
until 1897 ; editor of the monthly “Oldin ”, a literary paper, 1894-97 ; clerk 
in the Land Titles Office, Winnipeg, Man., Canada. — Author: Numerous 
articles in the periodicals he edited. — Translator: Kotungurinn eda Fall 
Bastllar, by A. Dumas (1896); Valdimar munkur, by S. Cobb, jr. (1894, 2d 
ed. 1905); On to Richmond, by A. F. Grant (1887); Eldraunin, by Chas. 
Read (1888, 2d ed. 1911); Vladimir nihilisti, by A. Rochefort (1889); 
Kapitola, by E. D. E. N. Southworth (1896, 2d ed. 1905); Jipi, by Carmen 
Sylva (1889), — all publ. originally in the “Heimskringla.” 

Biogr.: Almanak Olafs S. Thorgeirssonar. 1906. pp. 74-78. 
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J6hannsson, Gestur, poet ; 

b. Sydri Vellir, Hfinavatnssysla, Aug. 24, 1850 ; came to America, 1887 ; 
postmaster at Poplar Park, Man., Canada, since 1903 — Author: Lj6dmaeli 
(Poems. 1900); a few articles in periodicals. 

Biogr.: Heimskringla. XIX. no. 11. 

Jdnasson, Hermann, agriculturist ; 
b. Vldiker, Sudur pingeyjarsysla, Oct. 22, 1858 ; grad, of H61ar Agricul- 
tural School 1884, and afterwards studied agriculture in Denmark ; director 
of the Hdlar Agricultural School, 18S8-96 ; farmer, 1890-1905 ; manager of 
the Laugarnes Hospital for lepers, 1905-10. Member of Althing for 
Hfinavatnssysla, 1901-08 ; member of the interparliamentary committee on 
agricultural affairs, 1904-05. — Author: Several treatises on agriculture in 
the annual “Bunadarrit”, which he founded in 1887 and edited until 1899 
(13 vols. ); among these are one on the feeding of domestic animals ( 1887), 
and on soils (1890); pegnskylduvinna (Andvari, 1908, sep. repr., also 2d 
ed. 1909 ; a proposal to introduce in Iceland compulsory service for men 
on public works, corresponding to military service in other countries, 
and similar to what was suggested by William James in his essay on the 
moral equivalent of war); Draumar (Dreams. 1912; personal experiences). 
Biogr.: 6dinn. VI. pp. 57-5S, portr. 

J6nasson, J6nas, novelist ; 

b. Ulfd, Eyjafjardars^sla, Aug. 7, 1856; A. B., 1880; Cand. Theol., Theolog- 
ical School, 1883 ; minister of Stdruvellir 1883-85, since 1885 minister of 
Grundarping, Eyjafjardarsysla, and since 1905 also teacher in the Akureyri 
High School ; dean of Eyjafjardarsysla, 1897-1905. Lives in Akureyri. — 
Author: Stories in the “Idunn”: Gletni lifsins (1885), Brot fir aevisogu 
(1885), Yfirmenn og undirgefnir (1885), Bjorn 1 Gerdum (1886), Offrid 
(1887), and Frelsisherinn (1888); Randldur 1 Hvassafelli (1892, a historical 
novel of the 15th cent. ) ; the following stories which appeared in “ Pj6d61f- 
ur”: priggja pela flaskan (1888), Abfidarr£tturinn (1890), Kfilfagerd- 
isbraedur (1891), Magnfisar pfittr og Gudrfinar (1893), and Hungurvofan 
(1895), the last three being historical novels of the 18th cent., the last one 
translated into Danish by J. R. Zerlang : Hungersnod (Illustreret Tidende, 

1898) , and into German by H. Erkes : Das Hungergespenst (Rheinischer 
Hausfreund, 1907); two stories in “ Nordurljdsid Jed6k (1891), and 
Fr£ttirnar i selinu (1891-92, a fragment); Eidurinn (Eimreidin, 1897), 
translated into Danish by J. R. Zerlang : En Ed (Illustreret Tidende, 

1899) , into German by M. Lehmann- Filh£s : Die Bid (Berliner evangel. 
Sonntagsblatt, 1898); in the monthly “N^jar kvoldvokur”, a literary 
magazine which he has edited since 1907, have appeared : j61asongur (a 
Christmas story, 191 1 ), and Ur blodum J6ns halta ( 191 1). Four of his novels 
were translated into German by Carl Kiichler under the title : Lebensliigen 
(1903), and the same four (Brot fir aevisogu, Hungurvofan, Eidurinn, and 
Gletni lifsins) into Danish by Margrethe Lobner Jorgensen under the title : 
Sagamennesker, Skildringer fra islandsk Folkeliv (1912). N f donsk orda- 
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b6k (Danish-Icelandic dictionary. 1896); Stafrofskver (Abecedary. 1899, 
2ded. 1908); Reikningsb6k (Text-book of arithmetic, 1906-07, and another 
for children, 1911); Opinberun guds (Divine revelation. 1904, a lecture); 
fslenzk mdlfraedi fyrir byrjendur (Icelandic grammar for beginners. 1909). 
Wrote the “ Frdttir frd fslandi ”, 1878-84. An essay on Icelandic literature 
in the 19th cent. (Timarit Bmf€l., 1881), and many reviews in “N^jar 
kvoldvokur an article on the religious instruction of children (Timarit 
um uppeldi, 1892 ) ; an essay on popular superstitions in Iceland regarding 
birth and death (Maal og Minne, 1911). — Editor: pjddtrfi og pj6dsagnir 
(Popular superstitions and folk tales. 1908). — Translator : Many articles 
and stories in "Idunn”, and “N^jar kvoldvokur”; in the latter: Vlking- 
urinn, by F. Marryat (1907), and Ben Hfir, by I/. Wallace (1908), etc. 
Biogr.: Bogvennen. May, 1912. p. 9, portr. 

J6nasson, Sigtryggur, journalist ; 
b. Bakki in Oxnadalur, Febr. 8, 1852 ; came to America, 1872 ; one of the 
founders of “ Framfari ”, the first Icelandic paper in Canada and its editor 
for a short time ( 1880), also one of the founders of the weekly ” Logberg ” 
(1888), and was its editor 1895-1901 ; was for some time immigration agent 
for the Canadian government ; liberal member of the Manitoba legislature 
for Gimli district 1896-99, and 1907-11. Lives at present in Winnipeg, 
Man.— Translator : f leidslu, by H. Conway (1895); Phroso, by Anthony 
Hope (1899); Raudir demantar, by J. McCarthy (1897); Sddmennirnir, by 
H. S. Merriman (1898); Hofudglaepurinn (1901), and Leikinn glaepamadur 
(1900), by R. Ottolengui. 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. VIII. pp. 57-58, portr.— Breiflablik. I. p. 158, portr. — 
Almanak 6 . S. Th. 1907. pp. 21-43, portr.— Odinn. VIII. pp. 57-58, portr. 

Jdnsson, Bjami, miscellaneous writer ; 
b. Sept. 11, 1862; grad, of the Modruvellir High School, 1884; has since 
been engaged in teaching and newspaper work, at present in Reykjavik. — 
Author: Sveitallfid d fslandi (Country-life in Iceland. 1890, a lecture); Um 
Eggert 6lafsson ( 1892, a lecture) ; Leidarvlsir vid Islenzkukennslu 1 barna- 
sk61um ( Guide to the teaching of Icelandic in children’s schools. 1892 ) ; and 
a few other pamphlets. Since 1907 he has been the editor of “ Bjarmi ”, a 
religious fortnightly paper, in which he has published several articles on 
Icelandic divines and hymn-writers ; his early contributions to the periodical 
literature are especially to be found in the 11 fsafold ”. — Editor : fslenzkir 
textar vid fjdrroddud log 1 “de tusen Hjems Sange ” (1891). — Translator: 
Kvoldmdltldarbomin, a poem by Esaias Tegndr (1890); fading tr&arinnar 
fyrir pann sem vill komast dfram 1 heiminum, by C. Skovgaard-Petersen 

(1904). 

J6nsson, Bjami, poet, journalist ; 
b. Midmork, Rangdrvallasysla, Oct. 13, 1863; A. B., 1888; Cand. Mag., 
(Classical philology and German), 1894 ; instructor (German) in the College 
of Iceland, 1894-1904 ; since 1910 so-called adviser on trade and commerce 
( vidskiptarddanautur) to the government, which position he will hold to the 
end of 1913. Member of Althing for Dalasysla since 1908. — Author: 
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Daudastundin (The hour of death, a poem. 1893); Bjorn og Guflrtin (1897, 
a novel); Baldursbrd (Daisy, a collection of poems. 1898); Taekifaexi og 
tfningur (1906, a collection of poems); Kolbrtin (1910, a poem); various 
pamphlets and writings on political and other questions, such as the 
collection : Bkki veldur s& er varir ( 1908), made up of papers and addresses ; 
Om islandsk Kunst og Politik, Foredrag (1910). Many contributions to 
periodicals, particularly to those of which he has been the editor or 
associate editor : the weekly “Ingdlfur” (1903-04), “Huginn” (1907-08), 
“Sumargjof ” (1905-08), a literary annual, “^Eringi” (1908), a short-lived 
humorous publication probably chiefly written by him, and other papers ; 
Donsk lestrarbdk (Danish reader. 1895, 3d ed. 1909, with porl. J. 
Bjarnason). — Editor: Ljddmaeli, by Glsli Brynjfllfsson (1888, with Hallddr 
Bjarnason). — Translator: Two collections of poems under the titles: 
Misvindi (Changeable winds. 1907), and BHflvindi (Balmy winds. 1909); 
Brtidkaupslagid (1897), and A gufls vegum (1910), novels by Bjornstj. 
Bjornson ; f priflja og fjdrda lid, a novel by Hall Caine (1909); Ingvi 
konungur, historical novel by G. Freytag (1906); Hulidsheimar, poem 
by Arne Garborg (1906); Nadescha, an epic (1898), and Sogur (1907), by J. 
L. Runeberg. 

Biogr.: 6dinn, V. pp. 29-30, portr. 

Jdnsson, Bjorn B[jdmsson], theologian; 
b. As, Kelduhverfi, June 19, 1870, a nephew of the poet Kristjdn Jdnsson 
(d. 1869); came to America, 1876; educated in public schools in Manitoba 
and North Dakota, and later in Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minn. ; 
grad, of the Theolog. Seminary of the Evang. -Lutheran Church at Chicago, 
1893, B. D., 1905 ; ordained 1893, and has been minister of the Icelandic 
Lutheran church in Minneota since 1894 ; secretary of the Icelandic Evang.- 
Lutheran Synod of America 1898-1906, president since 1908 ; for some years 
chairman of the Board of Education, Minneota ; since 1908 chaplain of the 
Senate of the Minnesota legislature. Lives in Minneota, Minn., U. S. — 
Author : Meiri elsku hefir enginn ( 1906, a tale), publ. under the pseudonym 
Grimur Grimsson, under which he has publ. other tales and poems in 
periodicals. Numerous contributions to periodicals; was the editor of 
“ Kennarinn ” ( 1897-1901 ), a Sunday school paper, of the annual “Aramdt ” 
(1906-09), the organ of the Icelandic Synod, and contributed several papers 
to it (on the apostolic confession, 1907 ; on the Augsburg confession, 1908, 
etc.); in the “Aldamdt” there are two articles by him (1899 and 1903); 
associate editor of the “ Sameiningin ”, the monthly of the Icelandic Synod, 
since 1907; editor of the “Vinland” (1902-04), a monthly, the first Ice- 
landic paper to be published in United States, in which are to be found 
many articles from his pen. — Editor: Lj6dmseli, by Kristj&n j6nsson 

(1907). 

Biogr.: Sameiningin. VIII. pp. no-111.— Breidablik. III. p. 1, portr. 

Jdnsson, Brynjdlfur, poet, archaeologist ; 
b . Minni-Nfipur, Amess^sla, Sept 26, 1838 ; autodidact ; since about 1870 
has supported himself chiefly by teaching ; in the summers of 1892-1909, 
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travelled through Iceland for the Icelandic Archaeological Society with the 
purpose of registering old monuments, excavating and investigating ruins 
and historical places. Lives at present in Gerdiskot, Amessfsla. — Author: 
Skuggsjd og rdflgdta (Mirror and enigma, a philosophical poem. 1875); 
Kvaedi (Poems. 1889); Gudrfin 6svifsd6ttir (1892, an epic); Saga af purfdi 
formanni og Kambsrdnsmonnum (History of furidur the helmsman and the 
robbers of Kambur. 1893-97); Bdlu-Hjdlmarssaga (Biography of the poet 
Hj&lmar Jdnsson of B61a. 1911); Saga Natans Ketilssonar og Skdld-R6su 
(History of N. K. and Sk.-R. 1912) ; a treatise on the so-called pridj ungam 6t 
in Rangdrvallas^sla and Arness^sla (Timarit J6ns P6turssonar, 1869-70); an 
essay on the true foundation of orthography (Timarit Bmfdl., 1885); an 
article on life and conditions in his home district (Eimreidin, 1907). In 
the “ Arb6k hins Islenzka Fomleifaf 61ags ’ * there are annual reports of his 
archaeological travels for the Society, and many others articles on archaeolog- 
ical, topographical, and historical subjects, of which one on the so-called 
hofdaletur (1900) was translated into German by M. Lehmann-Filh£s 
(Zeitschr. des Vereins f. Volkskunde, 1899); he has also compiled an index 
to the first 25 vols. (1880-1904) of the “Arb6k” (1906); many articles in 
other periodicals. — Editor: Dulraenar smdsogur (Mysterious tales. 1907). 
— Translator: Saga J6seps Garibalda, by W. Ostergaard (1909). 

Biogr.: Sklrnir. LXXXII. pp. 351-360. — Cdinn. IV. pp. 50-52, portr. 

J6nsson, Elfn [Rannveig Eggertsddttir] , born Briem ; 
b. Espihdll, Eyj af j ardars^sla, Oct. 19, 1856; director of the Women’s 
School at Hjaltastadir 1878-80, of the Women’s School at Laekjarmdt 1880- 
81. and at Ytriey 1883-95 ; married Saemundur Eyj61fsson (d. 1896), and 
again Stefdn J6nsson (d. 1910) ; at present director of the Women’s School, 
Blondu6s, Hfinavatnss^sla. — Author: Kvennafraedarinn (The woman's 
instructor. 1889, 3d ed. 1904), a book on cooking, etc. 

Biogr.: Kvennabladid. II. pp. 9-10, portr. 

Jdnsson, Finnur, philologist ; 

b. Akureyri, May 29, 1858, son of J6n Borgfirdingur (d. 1912), the 
bibliographer; A. B., 1878; Cand. Philol., 1883, Ph. D., 1884; private 
docent of Old Norse philology and literature in the University of Copen- 
hagen 1885-87, docent 1887-98, professor extraordinarius 1898-1911, since 
19 1 1 professor ordinarius. Member of the board of directors of the Copen- 
hagen branch of the Icelandic Literary Society 1879-1904, of the Samfund 
til Udgivelse af gammel nordisk Litteratur since 1895, of the Ama- 
magnaean Legacy since 1906, of the Society of Icelandic Letters (Hid Islenzka 
fraeflafelag), Copenhagen, since 1912. Honorary member of the Icelandic 
Literary Society ; member of the Danish Royal Academy, the Norwegian 
Academy of Christiania, the Royal Academies of Gothenburg, Stockholm, 
and Gottingen. Knight of Danebrog, 1905. Has received stipends from the 
Carlsberg Fund for philological researches, and in 1907-09 for archaeological 
expeditions to Iceland (with Daniel Bruun); also from the Danish govern- 
ment for a new edition of Lexicon poeticum antiquae linguae Septentrionalis, 
the plan of which he recently laid before the Danish Royal Academy. — 
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Author: Kritiske Studier over en Del af de aeldste norske og islandske 
Skjaldekvad (1884, doctor’s dissertation); Sk^rsla um handritasafn hins 
Islenzka B6kmentaf£lags (Catalogue of the manuscript collection of the 
Icel. Lit. Society. II. 1885); Nokkur varnarord fyrir dr. Sveinbjorn Egilsson 
in6d ofs6knum Glsla Brynj 61 fssonar (A defence for S. E. against G. B.’s 
attacks. 1886); completed the Arnamagnaean edition of Snorri’s Edda 
{1887); Agrip af b6kmentasogu Islands 900-1890 (Short view of the history 
of Icelandic literature. 1891-92); Stutt fslenzk bragfraedi (Short Icelandic 
prosody. 1892); Den oldnorske og oldislandske Litteraturs Histone (1894- 
1902, 3 vols. ); Register til Njdla andet Bind og K. Gislason’s andre Afhand- 
linger (1896) ; Graenlendinga saga eda saga Islendinga d Graenlandi (History 
of the Icelandic colony in Greenland. 1899); Oldnorsk og islandsk Littera- 
tur (in Julius Clausen’s Illustr. Verdens Litteratur Histone. 1899) ; Knytlinga 
saga, dens Kilder og hlstoriske Vaerd (1900); Det norsk- islandske Skjalde- 
sprog omtr. 800-1300 (1901); Sigvat Skjald Tordsson, et Livsbillede (1901); 
B6kmentasaga fslendinga fram ad sidabdt (History of Icelandic literature 
down to the Reformation. 1904-05); Omrids af det islandske Sprogs Form- 
laere i Nutiden (1905); Den islandske Litteraturs Historic tilligemed den 
oldnorske (1907); Mdlfraedi islenzkrar tungu og helstu atridi sogu hennar i 
dgripi (Grammar of the Icelandic language and a survey of its history. 
1908); fslenzk rdttritun (Icelandic orthography. 1909); Voluspd, Volvens 
Spddom tolket (1911). Um baejanofn d fslandi (Safn til sogu Islands, 
1911); Um galdra, seid, seidmenn og volur (J>rjdr ritgjordir tileinkadar 
Pdli Melsted, 1892); Um pulur og gdtur ( Germanist ische Abhandl. zum 70. 
Geburtstag K. v. Maurers, 1892); Fremmede Ords Behandling i oldnordisk 
Digtning (Festskrift til Vilh. Thomsen, 1894); essay on the word horgr 
(Festschrift zu Karl Weinhold, 1896); Versene i Hdvardar saga (Festskrift 
til L. F. A. Wimmer, 1909); Voluspd (Nordisk tidskrift, 1890, a criticism 
of E. H. Meyer’s theory) ; En kort Udsigt over den islandsk- gronlandske 
Kolonis Historie (Nordisk tidskrift, 1893); Gronlands gamle Topografi 
efter Kilderne (Meddelelser om Gronland, 1899); Lidt om Islands Nutids- 
kultur ( Den danske Turistforenings Aarbog, 1901 ) ; an essay on the home 
of the Eddie poems (Tlmarit Bmfdl., 1897, a reply to Dr. Olsen’s criticism); 
a biographical sketch of Gudmundur Andrdsson (Sogusafn Stefnis, 1895); 
biography of Wimmer (Bricka’s Dansk biograf. Leksikon, 1904); Das 
Harfenspiel des Nordens in alter Zeit (Sammelbande der internationalen 
Musikgesellschaft, 1908); an essay on Benedikt Grondal and his writings 
on archaeology and Old Norse literature (in the B. G. memorial vol., 1906); 
Erik den Rodes Saga og Vinland (Norsk Historisk Tidsskrift, 1911, a 
criticism of Nansen’s In Northern mists). In “Skfrnir”: Voluspd (1907), 
on J6n Sigurdsson as a scholar (1911), on Icelandic locutions (1912). In 
“ Arb6k hins Islenzka Fornleifafdlag ” : on description of heathen temples in 
the sagas (and images of the gods (1898), on preservation of antiquities 
( 1901 ), on the old market-place at Gdsnm ( 1908). In “ Eimreidin ” several 
articles, such as on the belief in elves in Iceland (1895), biographical 
sketches of Wimmer (1896), of Maurer (1896), of Aasen (1897), of Unger 
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(1898), on the introduction of Christianity in Iceland (1901, a criticism of 
Dr. Olsen’s book), and other articles, and many reviews. In “ Aarboger for 
nordisk Oldkynkighed og Historie Om Svarfdaela saga (1884), Bidrag til 
en rigtigere Forstaaelse af Tindr Hallkelssons Vers (1886), H£rbar 9 slj 69 , 
en Undersogelse (1888), Fornyrdadr&pa (1890), Vellekla, tekstkritiske 
Bemaerkninger (1891 ), De aeldste Skjalde og deres Kvad (1895, a criticism 
of S. Bugge’s theories), Sigurdar kvida en skamma eller det s&kaldte tredje 
Sigurdskvad (1897), Hdda Snorra Sturlusonar, dens oprindelige Form og 
Sammensaetning (1898), Om Njdla (1904), Tilnavne i den oldislandske 
Litteratur 11907), Om Hove og Hovudgravninger paa Island (1909; an 
abridgement also in the Saga Book of the Viking Club), Dalvik-Fundet en 
Gravplads fra Hedenskabets Tid p& Island (1910, these last two in collabora- 
tion with Daniel Bruun), Runerne i den norsk-islandske Digtning og 
Litteratur { 1910), and Sagaernes lausavisur (1912). In “ Arkiv for nordisk 
filologi Um Skidarimu ( 1885), Leidrdttingar d ymsum stodum 1 Saemund- 
ar-Eddu (1888), Vengi (1889), Om Skjaldepoesien og de aeldste Skjalde 
(1890), Vingolf (1890), Nekrolog over Konrad Gislason (1891), Ulige Linjer 
i drotkvaedede Skjaldekvad (1891), Navnet Lj6dahdttr og andre Versartera 
Navne, samt Rettelser i Texten til Codex Regius af Snorres Edda (1892), 
Mytiske Forestillinger i de aeldste Skjaldekvad (1893), Ungers Kristiania- 
hdndskriftaf Heimskringla (1893), Et Par Bemserkninger om Manglen af 
i-Omlyd i kortstavede Ordstammer (1897), Sagnet om Harald Hdrfagresom 
Dovrefostre (1899), Nekrolog over Eirfkur J6nsson (1900), Odin og Tor i 
Norge og pd Island i det 9. og 10. Arhundrede (1901), Versene i Halfreds- 
saga (1902), Vers i gamle nordiske Indskrifter og Love (1904), Om Over- 
leveringsdubletter (1905), io : io i Norsk-Islandsk (1905), Staerke Nutids- 
former i Oldsproget (1905), Nogle oldislandske Aksentforhold (1907),. 
Nekrolog over J6n forkelsson (1907), Stedord i gamle Vers (1911), 
Dyrenavne (1912 )> an <l numerous reviews. In “Oversigt over det kgl. 
danske Videnskabernes Selskabs Forhandlinger fnSrsdrdpa Eilifs God- 
rtinarsonar (1900), Egil Skallagrimsson og Erik Blodokse, Hofudlausn 
(1903), Krdkumdl (1905), Det gamle Handelssted Gdsar ved Ofjord, Under- 
sogelser foretagne i Sommeren 1907 (1908, with Daniel Bruun), Kort 
Oversigt over de islandske Gdrdnavne (1911), Atlakvida (1912). In 
“Nordisk Tidsskrift for Filologi”: Nordeus Fremmedforbindelser i 
Vikingertiden (1906, a criticism of A. Bugge’s Vikingerne), Nekrolog over 
Sophus Bugge (1908). Several reviews in “Zeitschrift fiir deutsche 
Philologie ”, and other German periodicals. Many contributions to Danish- 
Icelandic papers on politics and other subjects, poems, etc. Contributor to 
Salmonsen’s illustr. Konversations-Leksikon. — Editor; fslendingab6c, by 
Ari t>orgilsson fr 65 i (1887); Carolina norraena, rettet Tekst (1893); Edda- 
lieder (1888-89); H&ndskriftet Nr. 2365 4to gl. kgl. Samling, Codex Regiua 
af den aeldre Edda (1891, with L. F. A. Wimmer); H&ndskritet Nr. 748, 4to 
i den Arnamagnaeanske Samling, Brudstykke af den aeldre Edda (1896); 
Saemundar-Edda ( 1905, popular edition); Den forste og anden grammatiske 
Afhandling i Snorres Edda (1886, with V. Dahlerup); Edda Snorra Sturlu- 
sonar, critical edition (1900), and popular edition (1907); Egils saga Skalla- 
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grimssonar, critical edition (1886-88), annotated edition (1894); Fagrskinna 
(1902-03); Ferair formslenskir rimnaflokkar (1896); Gisla saga Stirssonar 
(1903, annotated edition); Hauksb6k (1892-96, with Kirlkur j6nsson); 
Hr61fs saga kraka og Bjarkarimur (1904); Islenzkar fornsogur II.-III. 
(1881-83); Landn&mab6k (1900, all three recensions); Brennu-Nj&ls saga 
(1908, annotated edition); Placitusdr&pa (Opuscula academica, 1887); 
Heimskringla, by Snorri Sturluson, critical edition (1893-1901), and text 
edition (1911); De bevarede Brudstykker af Kringla og Jofraskinna (1895); 
Ynglinga saga, by Snorri Sturluson, critical edition (1893), and text edition 
(1912); Den norsk-islandske Skjaldedigtning (from the earliest times down 
to c. 1400, each vol. in two sections, the first containing a critical edition of 
the poems, the second normalized text and Danish prose version ; only one 
vol. is out. 1912); Udvalg af oldnordiske Skjaldekvad, by Konr&d Gislason 
( 1892 ) ; Historiske Fortaellinger om Islaendernes Faerd ude og hjemme, ved N. 
M. Petersen (1901, with V. Dahlerup). In “ Sm&stykker udg. af Samfundet 
til Udg. af gl. nord. Litteratur ” : Nogle Skjaldevers om Olaf Tryggveson 
(1885), Lonskrift og Lejlighedsoptegnelser fra et Par islaudske H&ndskrifter 
(1886), M&lsh&ttakvaedi eller Fornyrdadrdpa (1889). Salth61msferd, by 
J6nas Hallgrfmsson (Eimreidin, 1897); Anndll Magnfisar syslumanns Mag- 
nfissonar (Safn til sogu Islands, 1908); Uilja, by Eysteinn Asgnmsson 
(1913) ; Ex historiis Islandicis (Monumenta Germanise historica. Script, 
tom. XXIX., 1892). — Translator : Smdsoguval, by J. P. Hebei (1880); (into 
Danish) Gylfaginning, by Snorri Sturluson (1902). 

Biogr.: Indbydelsesskrift til Kjobenhavns Universitets Reformationsfest. 
1885. pp. 163-166. — Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon. VIII. p. 546. — 
Eimreidin. IV. pp. 140-143, portr. — Odinn. II. pp. 81-85, portr.; VIII. p. 
81, portr. 

J6nsson, Hallgdmur, poet ; 

b. (3spakseyri, Strandas^sla, June 24, 1875 ; grad, of the Flensborg High 
School, Hafnarfjordur, 1901 ; teacher in Reykjavik since 1904. — Author: 
Bldklukkur (Bluebells, a few poems. 1906); Barnasogur (Stories for 
children. 1910); Stafrofskver (Abecedary. 1907). — Translator: Alfred 
Dreyfus, by V. v. Falk (1905); Villir6sa, by Kristofer Jansen (1906). 

Jdnsson, Helgi, botanist ; 

b. Midmork, Rangdrvallasysla, April 11, 1867; A. B., 1890; Mag. Scient 
(specialty: marine algae and subarctic vegetation), 1896; Ph.D., 1910. 
With the support of the Danish and Icelandic governments, of the Carlsberg 
Fund and others funds, he has made many botanical expeditions in various 
parts of Iceland, and he receives at present a stipend from the Icelandic 
government to continue his botanical researches; lives at present in 
Reykjavik. — Author: Bygging og lif plantna, grasafraedi (Structural and 
physiological botany. 1906-07); Om Algevegetationen ved Islands Xyster 
(1910, doctor’s dissertation); The marine algae vegetation of Iceland (1912); 
N^jasta bamagullid (1899, book for children); The marine algae of East 
Greenland (Meddelelser om Gronland, 1907); The distribution of the 
marine algae of the Arctic Sea and of the northernmost part of the Atlantic 
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(Botany of the Faeroes. III. 1908, with F. Borgesen). In “Botanisk 
Tidsskrift 9t : Optegnelser fra Vaar- og Vinterexkursioner i 6 st- Island ( 1895), 
Bidrag til Ost-Islands Flora (1896), Studier over Ost-Islands Vegetation 
(1896), Vaar- og Hostexkursioner i Island 1897 (1898), Floraen paa 
Snaefellsnes og Omegn (1899), The marinae algae of Iceland (1901-03), 
Vegetationen i Syd-Island (1905). Vegetationen paa Snaefellsnaes (Viden- 
skabel. Meddel. fra Naturhist. Forening, 1900). Articles on forests and 
their influence on the climate (Tfmarit Bmf€l., 1898), on the winter garb of 
plants (ibid., 1899), on the vegetation of the lavafields in Iceland (Skfmir, 
1906), and on the marine vegetation of Iceland (ibid., 1911); several articles 
on Icelandic vegetation in the “Bflnaflarrit ” (1906-09); articles in various 
other periodicals. — Translator: ^Sttgengi og kynbaetur, by F. Kolpin 
Ravn (1905). 

Biogr.: Kjobenhavns Universitets Festskrift. Nov., 1910. — < 3 dinn. VI. pp. 
84-85, portr. 

Jdnsson, Janus, philologist ; 

b. Kirkjub 61 , fsafjardarsysla, Dec. 24, 1857 ; A.B., 1874 ; Cand. Theol., 
Theological School, 1876 ; minister of Hestping 1876-84, of Holt in Onund- 
arfjordur, 1884-1908 ; dean of Vestur-fsafjardars^sla, 1884-1908 ; teacher in 
the Flensborg High School, Hafnarfjordur, since 1908. — Author: Treatises 
in the “Tfmarit Bmfdl.”: on a verse in the Ghana (1882), on the 1875 
edition of the Njdla (1882), history of the cloisters in Iceland (1887), on the 
verses of the Hardar saga (1892), history of the Latin Schools in Iceland 
until 1846 (1893), biographical sketches of J. Fritzner (1902), and of 
porm6dur Torfason (1903). In the “ Arkiy for nordisk filologi”: on the 
word viggr (1889), on the verses of the Eyrbyggja saga (1898), notes on 
ancient poetry (1899), on the verses of the Grettis saga (1901). Notes on a 
verse in Heidarviga saga (Nj&la II. 1889, pp. 959-963 ) . — Translator : 
Gegnum brim og boda, by Carl Andersen (1898). 

Jdnsson, J6n, historian, philologist ; 
b. Melarin Hrfitafjorflur, Aug. 12, 1849; A. B., 1869; studied one year at 
the University of Copenhagen; Cand. Theol., Theological School, 1874; 
minister of Bjarnanes 1874-91, of Stafafell since 1891. Member of Althing 
for Austur-Skaptafellss^sla, 1892-99. Has twice received a prize of the J6n 
Sigurdsson Fund for historical works. — Author: fslenzk mannanofn (Safn 
til sogu Islands, 1899). Articles in “Tlmarit Bmf 61 .” : on Flj6tsdaela hin 
meiri (1884), studies in the history of ancient North (1889-90), on Eirfkr 
bl6dox (1895), a few notes to the Icelandic sagas (1897-98), on explorations 
of ancient Norsemen in the Northern seas (1902), on the world’s quern and 
the sea’s whirlpool in the belief of the ancient Norsemen (1904), and on 
genealogies from Ragnar lodbr6k (1904). In “Skfmir”: on Icelandic 
terms for the metric system (1908), on Gongu-Hr 61 fur (1912). Biography of 
Sigurflur Gunnarsson (Andvari, 1887). In “Arkiv for nordisk filologi”: 
on the name Hringr (1894), a few remarks on old family names (1895-96), 
Lota Knut = Kntitr fundni (1899), Liserus-Beow (1899), Raknasl6di = 
Ragnarssl6di (1901), on the list of Swedish kings in Hervarar saga (1902), 
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Skilfingar or Skjoldungar in Western Norway (1903), the Haddingjasaga of 
Saxo (1906), Ragnar lodbr6k and his family (1907), on SigurOar pfittr slefu 
(1910-n), on the standard of the Lodbr6karsynir (1910), and Uinaed = 
Vinheidur (1911). Om Ynglingeme i Norge og de vestlige Lande (Norsk 
historisk Tidsskrift, 1911). 

Jdnsson, J6n, historian ; 

b. M^rarhds on Seltjarnarnes, April 25, 1869; A. B., 1889; Cand. Phil., 
1890; studied medicine for some time in Copenhagen, and afterwards 
history ; taught in the Vallekilde People’s High School, 1892-93 and 1895- 
96 ; received stipend from the Icelandic government for historical researches, 
1897-98, and since 1901; editor of the weekly “Elding”, 1901; assistant 
librarian of the National Library, Reykjavik, 1908-11 ; since Sept. 22, 1911, 
docent in Icelandic history, University of Iceland. Member of Althing for 
Reykjavik, since 1911. — Author : Skfili landf6geti Magnfisson og Island um 
bans daga (Safn til sogu Islands, 1896), a new altered ed. of which was 
publ. on the 200th anniversary of S. M.’s birth : 1711-1911 Skfili Magnfisson 
landfdgeti (1911); Oddur Sigurdsson logmadur, 1682-1741, aefi- og aldar- 
l^sing (1902); Islenzkt pj6derni (Icelandic nationality, popular lectures on 
the history of the Icelandic nation. 1903 1; Gullold Islendinga, menning og 
lifshaettir fedra vorra d soguoldinni, alpydufyrirlestrar (The golden age of 
Iceland, popular lectures on the life and civilization of the Saga age. 1906); 
Dagrenning, fimm alp^duerindi (Dawn, five popular lectures on the history 
of Iceland from c. 1750-1874. 1910); several political pamphlets. Faeste- 
bondens Kdr pd Island i det 18. Arhundrede (Dansk historisk Tidsskrift, 
1893); Den danske Regering og den islandske Monopolhandel, naermest i 
det 18. Arhundrede (ibid., 1897); Rejsebreve fra Island (Hojskolebladet, 
1895); Fra Island (Danskeren, 1894). Two articles on Oddur Sigurdsson 
and his dealings with Bishop J6n Vidalin and J6hann Gottrup (Timarit 
Bmfdl., 1898-99). In “Eimreidin”: essay on industrial experiments in 
Iceland in the i8thcent. (1895), series of articles on Copenhagen (1895-97), 
and extracts from the letters of Bishop Harboe ( 1897). In “ Skirnir ” : two 
essays on Leo Tolotoy (1908 and 1911), essays on Bjomstjerne Bjornson 
(1910), on Jorgen P6tur Havstein (1912), and on J6n Borgfirdingur (1913). 
Biography of Benedikt Grondal (in the B. G. memorial volume, T906). 
Biogr.: Odinn. II. p. 68, portr. 

Jdnsson, Jdnas, humorist, musician ; pseudonyms : Plausor, 
M^nii etc.; 

b . Horgsholt, Arnessfsla, Feb. 2, 1850 ; student in the College of Iceland, 
1873-77; editor of the monthly “Mdni” 1872-82, and of “Garflar” 1894; 
has been in various occupations, and is at present janitor of the House of 
the Althing and since 1911 of the University of Iceland. For the years 
1912-13 receives a stipend from the government to make studies in Icelandic 
hymn-music since the Reformation. — Author: Ur kaupstadalifinu (Sketches 
of the city life. 1893, a story); Tldavlsur (Poems on time topics. 2 vols. 
1902); Agrip af sogu Islands (Epitome of Icelandic history, humorous. 
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1906); many humorous poems published on various occasions (Kjorfundar- 
psaltari, 1908; Ptidurkerlingar, 1908, etc.). — Editor: Hallgrimur P6tura- 
son’s Passius&lmar med fj6rum roddum fyrir orgel og harmonium (1906-07); 
J61aharpa (selections of hymn-music. 2 parts. 1910-11). Since Nov., 1911, 
has been the editor of a new musical monthly “ Hljdmlistin.” 

Jdnsson, Klemens, jurist ; 

b. Akureyri, Aug. 27, 1862, son of J6n Borgfirdingur ( d . 1912), the 
bibliographer; A. B., 1883; Cand. Juris, 1888; assistant in the Icelandic 
government bureau, Copenhagen, 1889-91 ; prefect of Eyjafjardarsysla and 
Akureyri, 1891-1904; since 1904 chief secretary (landritari) of Iceland. 
Member of Althing for Ey j af j arflars^sl a, 1893-1903, speaker of the Lower 
House, 1901-03 ; chairman of the interparliamentary committee on taxation, 
1907-11. Knight of Danebrog, 1904, etc.; Officier de legion d’honneur, 
1912.— Author: Um f6getagjordir (On distress and injunction. 1903); 
Handb6k fyrir hreppsnefndarmenn (A manual for municipal councillors. 
Logfrsedingur, 1897-98); D6mst61ar og r6ttarfar (Courts and procedure. 
Logfraedingur, 1900-01); Logfrsedingatal (Biographical dictionary of Ice- 
landers, who have passed the examination in jurisprudence and political 
economy at the University of Copenhagen 1883-1910, with a list of all Ice- 
landers who have passed these examinations 1734-1910. 1910); Embaettis- 
mannatal k fslandi 1910 (List of state officials in Iceland. 1910); history of 
the Thorchilli Fund, in the biography of J6n porkelsson (1910); biography 
of P&ll Briem (Andvari, 1907); two articles on the Icelandic National 
Assembly of 1851 (Andvari, 1906-07) ; essay on J6n Sigurdsson as a politician 
(Skirnir, 1911), on Eggert <3lafsson as lawman (Skirnir, 1911); on document 
concerning Icelandic trade in 1753 (Eimreidin, 1896); Islands Forfatning og 
Fremtid (Tilskueren, 1902); many articles in periodicals, especially in 
“Stefnir” and “ Nordurland.” 

Biogr.: 6dinn. II. pp. 73-74, portr. 

Jdnsson, Pdll, poet, naturalist ; 

b. Helgastadir, Eyjafjardarsysla, Feb. 2, 1857 ; grad, of the Modruvellir 
High School, 1882; editor of the fortnightly “Nordurlj6sid” 1886-89, and 
of “Stefnir” 1893-97 ; since his graduation has been engaged in teaching 
in Akureyri. — Author: Skin og skuggi (Shine and shadow, a story. 1880); 
Strykid (The stroke, a comedy. 1892); Vetur og vor (Winter and spring, a 
poem. 1902); Lj6dmaeli (Poems. 1905); Agrip af n&ttdrusogu handa alp^du 
(Popular manual of natural history. 1884 ; parts of it re-issued, 1896-1903). 

Jdnsson, SigurOur, teacher ; 

b. Laekjarkot, Kj6sars£sla, May 6, 1872. Since 1887 has been teacher in 
various places, at present in Reykjavik ; student in the Jonstrup Teachers 
School, 1895-98. — Author: Reikningsb6k (Text-book of arithmetic. 1906). — 
Editor: Kennarabladid (1899-1900); Good-Templar (1901-03); iEskan 
(1901-03). — Translator: Bibliusbgur, by Th. Kleaveness (1899); Tiu kvold 
i veitingahtisi, by T. S. Arthur (1903). 
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Kamban, Guftmundur, story- writer ; 
b . June 8, 1888; A. B. f 1910; lives in Copenhagen. — Author; Ur dular- 
heimum (From the worlds of mystery. 1906), five tales, claimed to be of 
spiritualistic origin ; an article on family names (Skirnir, 1908); a drama, 
Haddapadda, not yet printed, but accepted by the Royal Theatre, 
Copenhagen. 

Krisljdnsson, Bjorn, musician, politician ; 
b . Hreidurborg, Arness^sla, Feb. 26, 1858 ; merchant, 1887-1909 ; since 
1910 director of the National Bank of Iceland, Reykjavik. Member of 
Althing for Gullbringusfsla since 1901. — Author: Stafrof songfraedinnar 
(The elements of music. 1888) ; an anonymous pamphlet about the National 
Bank (1899); an article on the secret ballot (Tlmarit B6kmf£l., 1901). — 
Editor: Nokkur fjdrroddud sdlmalog. (1891 ; with Stef&n Thorarensen). 

Kristjdnsson, Jdhann, genealogist ; 
b. Leirhofn, Nordur-Jdngeyjars^sla, May 26, 1884 ; superintendant of 
Reykjavik Census Bureau ; librarian of the Reykjavik Public Library. — 
Author: Alpingisman natal (Dictionary of members of the Althing 1845- 
1905. 1906); Prestaskdlamenn (Lives of the graduates of the Theological 
School. 1910). Numerous articles in various periodicals ; a list of annual 
events in Iceland in the “ Almanak fjddvinafdl.”, since 1908. Has assisted 
in editing many of the publications of the Icelandic Historical Society. 
Biogr.: Odinn. V. p. 75, portr. 

Kristjdnsson, J6n, jurist ; 

b. Hafnarfjordur, April 22, 1885 ; A. B., 1904 ; Cand. Juris, 1909 ; docent in 
the Icelandic Law School, 1909-11 ; since Sept. 22, 1911, professor of law in 
the University of Iceland, Reykjavik. — Author; fslenzkur sj6r£ttur 
( Icelandic maritime law. 1910). 

Ldrusddttir, GuSnin, story-writer ; 
wife of S. A. Glslason (see above). — Author: Lj6s og skuggar (Lights and 
shadows. 3 pts. 1903-05), and other stories of a tractarian character, some 
of which were published in the “ Heimilisvinurinn ” (S61argeislinn hans. 
1905 ; Fermingargjofin. 1906). — Translator : T6mas frsendi, by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe (1901); Spdd6mar frelsarans, by J. G. Matteson (1900). 

Levi, Eggert, story -writer ; 

b. March 30, 1875 ; farmer at (5sar, Vatnsnes, Hdnavatnssysla. — Author: 
Timam6t, a story (Eimreidin, 1901), translated into Bohemian by Al. 
Koudelka : Na rozhrani veku (in the paper ,4 Hlas ”). 

Magntisson, GuOmundur, surgeon ; 
b. Asar, Hfinavatnss^sla, Sept. 25, 1863 ; A. B., 1883 ; Cand. Med. & Chir., 
1890 ; studied in hospitals in Copenhagen 1890-91, in Berlin and Edinburgh 
1891-92, in Edinburgh, Glasgow, London, Berlin, and Breslau, 1901-02 ; 
district-physician of Skagaf jordur, 1892-94 ; docent in the Medical School, 
Reykjavik, 1894-1911 ; since Sept. 22, 1911, professor of surgery, University 
of Iceland, Reykjavik. Knight of Danebrog, 1904. — Author; Articles 
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in the “ Hospitalstidende Nogle Bemaerkninger i Anledning af 7 Tilfaelde 
af Underlivsekinokokker opererede efter Volkmann’s Methode (1895), 
Tuberculose paa Island (1895), Tuberculosis humeri Fjemelae af humerus 
og scapula Helbredelse (1897), Ekinokokker fjernede gennem transpleural 
Incision (1899). An article on tuberculosis in Iceland (Eimreidin, 1895); 
an essay on Niels R. Finsen (Skimir, 1905), and a paper on the vital power 
(Skimir, 1905). Several articles in the “Eir” (1899-1900), an Icelandic 
journal of hygiene, of which he was one of the editors. — Translator: Hvers 
vegna — vegna pess, by Henry de Parville (1891-93). 

Biogr,: Sunnanfari. VIII. pp. 65-66, portr.; XI. pp. 33-35, portr. — 6dinn. 
V. pp. 81-82, portr. 

Magnrisson, GuBmundur, poet, novelist ; pseudonym : J6n 
Trausti ; 

b. Rif, Nordur-pingeyjars^sla (the northernmost farm in Iceland), Feb. 12, 
1873, of poor parents ; received but little education and was a farm hand 
and fisherman until 1893 when he became typographer first in Seydisfjordur 
and then in Reykjavik ; went to Copenhagen 1896 to pursue his profession, 
and devoted all spare moments to reading and studying ; was granted a 
stipend from the Classen Fund to study dramatic art ; returned to Reykjavik 
in 1898 ; travelled through Germany, Switzerland, Holland and England 
in 1903 with support from the Icelandic government; has since 1910 
received an annual stipend from the government in recognition of his 
writings. One of the owners of the Gutenberg Press, Reykjavik. — Author: 
Heima og erlendis (At home and abroad, a few poems. 1899); Teitur, 
ljddleikur 1 fimm syningum (Teitur, a metrical drama in 5 acts. 1903); 
fslandsvlsur (Iceland-lays. 1903, with illustrations by I>6rarinn B. 
porl&ksson); Ferdaminningar irk pyzkalandi, Sviss og Englandi (Reminis- 
cences from a journey through Germany, Switzerland and England. 1905); 
Halla, sogup&ttur fir sveitallfinu (Halla, a novel of country life. 1906), 
translated into Danish by Mrs. Helga Gad : Halla, en islandsk Bonde- 
fortaelling (1909); the continuation of this novel is a series of 4 vols., with 
the title: Heidarbyiid (The Heath-farm. 1908-11); Eeysing, kaupstadarsaga 
frd sldustu firatugum nltjdndu aldar (Thawing, a novel of life in a market- 
town during the last decades of the 19th cent 1907); Borgir, gamansaga fir 
Grundarfirdi (Castles, a humorous story from Grundarfjordur. 1909 ; 2d ed. 
revised, 191 1 ), translated into Danish by Margrethe Lobner Jorgensen : Imod 
Strommen (1912). Smfisogur (A collection of eleven short stories. 2 vols. 
1909-12), nine of which had appeared before in various periodicals, and of 
them three were translated into Danish by Mrs. Helga Gad (Tvaer systur, 
Strandid k Kolli, and Sigurbjorn sleggja) in the daily “Riget” (1911), and 
two (Strandid k Kolli, and Sigurbjorn sleggja) into German by Heinrich 
Erkes in the “Rheinischer Hausfreund” (1909 and 1910); Sogur frfi Skaptfir- 
eldi k seinni hluta 18. addar (Stories from the days of the eruption of 
Skaptfi, in the latter half of the 18th cent. ), a series of historical novels, of 
which only the first volume has appeared (Holt ogSk&l. 1912). Other tales 
and stories have appeared in ‘ ‘ < 3 dinn ’ ’ : Einyrkinn ( 1 909 ) ; in 4 4 Skimir * * : 
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Steinbiturinn (1912); in “Fanney”: J61asaga t ir sveitinni (1905), Keldan 
(1906), Lambasetan (1907), Spilid pid kindur (1908), all juvenile tales; in 
1 * Huginn ’ ’ : Peningabuddan ( 1908 ) . To periodicals he has also contributed 
numerous poems and articles, chiefly reviews of books and sketches of his 
travels in Iceland, and an essay on the ancient Icelandic see of Skdlholt 
(Skirnir, 1905). — Translator; Finnur jotunn, a poem by Esaias Tegndr 
(19°°). 

Biogr.: Odinn. III. pp. 8-9, portr. ; VII. pp. 1-3, portr. — Bogvennen, Aug. 
1912. p. 11, portr. 

Magniisson, J6n, jurist ; 

b. Miili, Sudur-l>ingeyjars£sla, Jan. 16, 1859; A. B., 1882; Cand. Juris, 
1891 ; prefect of Vestmanneyjas^sla, 1891-96 ; chief of the governor-general’s 
bureau (landritari), 1896-1904 ; chief of the department of justice, church 
and education, 1904-08 ; since 1908 prefect of Reykjavik. Member of 
Althing for Vestmanneyjas^sla since 1902 ; member of the interparliamentary 
committee on municipal affairs 1901-04, and of the Danish-Icelandic inter- 
parliamentary commission on the union 1907-08. Knight of Danebrog, 
1904, etc.; Commander of the legion d’honneur, 1912. — Author: On the 
poor-laws of other countries (Andvari, 1897); Interpretation of law no. 12 
of Aug. 12, 1889, etc. (Timarit B6kmentaf61., 1897). — Editor; Lagasafn 
handa alp^du (IV. 1900; with J6n Jensen). 

Biogr.: Odinn. VI. pp. 1-2, portr. — Kl. Jdnsson, Logfraedingatal. pp. 46- 
47. 

Markiisson, Magniis, poet ; 

b. in Iceland, Nov. 27, 1868, has for many years lived in Winnipeg, Man. — 
Author : Lj6dmaeli (Poems. 1907); and other poems published in various 
periodicals. 

Matthiasson, Steingrimur, physician ; 
b . Reykjavik, March 31, 1876, son of Matthias Jochumsson ; A. B., 1896; 
Cand. Med. & Chir., 1902 ; assistant district-physician of Akureyri, 1902-03 ; 
surgeon on the Danish East- Asiatic Co.’s S.S. Prins Valdemar, 1903-04; 
assistant physician, Fredericksberg Hospital, Copenhagen, 1904-05 ; acting 
district-physician of Reykjavik 1905-07, since 1907 district-physician of 
Akureyri. — Author; Articles in “ Eimreidin ”, on the metamorphosis of the 
embryo ( 1901 ), on the mortality of children in Iceland ( 1904, also in Danish 
in “ Bibliothek for Lseger,” 1905: Om Bornedodeligheden paa Island), 
on Niels R. Finsen (1905), on the Black Death (1906), on cleanliness (1906), 
on the Pestilence or the English Sweat (1907), on tuberculosis (1909), on 
the self-protection of the human body ( 191 1 ) . In ‘ ‘ Skimir ” : on cremation 
(1905), on gluttony (1908), on being lost in a snow storm (1909), on the art 
of longevity (1911-12). A paper on the effect of alchohol on the human 
body (separately printed. 1908). Et Tilfaeldeaf vagitus uterinus (Hospitals- 
tidende, 1909). Many articles in various Icelandic papers. — Translator: 
Utaf dauda hundsins mins, by M. Maeterlinck (Eimreidin, 1912). 

Biogr.: <3dinn. III. p. 16, portr. 
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MelsteS, Bogi Thorarensen, historian ; 
b. Klausturhdlar, Arness^sla, May 4, i860, grandson of Bjarai Thorarensen 
(d. 1841), the poet; A. B., 1882 ; A. M. (history), 1890; assistant in the 
Danish National Archives 1893-1903; Amamagnaean stipendiary, 1896-1912 ; 
has received stipends from the Icelandic and Danish governments to pursue 
historical studies and collect materials for Icelandic history. Vice-president 
of the Icelandic Literary Society, Copenhagen branch, 1894-1911 ; one of 
the founders of the Society of Icelandic Letters (Hid islenzka frsedaf61ag) 
in Copenhagen 1912, and its president Member of Althing for Arness^sla 
1893. Lives in Copenhagen, Denmark. — Author: Um menningarskdla eda 
um laerda sk61ann i Reykjavik og samba nd hinna laegri skdla vid hann 
(On the College of Iceland and its connection with the lower schools. 
1888); Framtidarmdl (Future affairs. 1891, dealing chiefly with the trade of 
Iceland); Onnur uppgjof fslendinga eda hvad (The second surrender of the 
Icelanders or what? 1898, a political pamphlet); adferd i stjdmarskr&r- 
mdlinu (A new method in the constitutional struggle. 1900); faettir dr 
fslendinga sogu (Chapters from the history of Iceland. 1900-09 ; a popular 
work covering the age of the Republic); fslendinga saga (History of Ice- 
land. 1903-10, 2 vols. have been published covering the saga-period ; in 
progress); Stutt kenslub6k i fslendinga sogu (Short text-book of Icelandic 
history. 1904, 2d. ed. augmented 1907); Willard Fiske(i907, a biography); 
Islands kulturelle Fremskridt i den nyeste Tid (1907); Sogukver hands 
bornum dsamt nokkrum aettjardarlj6dum og kvaedum (Brief history of 
Iceland for children, together some patriotic poems. 1910); R6ttur 
fslendinga 1 Noregi og Nordmanna d fslandi d dogum pjddveldisins (The 
rights of the Icelanders in Norway and the Norwegians in Iceland in the 
days of the Icelandic Republic. 1913). Um alpingi (f»rjdr ritgjordir sendar 
Pdli Melsted, 1892); historical survey of the Icelandic constitutional 
struggle in the 19th cent. (Arn£, 1901); a historical treatise on communica- 
tion and travel between Iceland and other countries during the Republic 
(Safn til sogu fslands, 1911-13). In the “ Bdnadarrit " : on insurance of 
houses and cattle in the Icelandic Republic (1895), on the trade between 
Iceland and other countries during the Republic (1895), and several other 
articles on Icelandic trade and co-operation, and an article on the same in 
“Sklrnir” (1905). In “Tfmarit Bmfdl.”: treatise on summons of Ice- 
landers to Norway and of agents of foreign rulers in Iceland during the 
Sturlunga period (1899-1900), essay on Baldvin Einarsson (1904). In 
41 Andvari biography of Vilhjdlmur Finsen (1896), of Pdll Melsted (1911), 
several political articles (1902-03, 1905) and one on peoples’ high schools 
(1907). A few articles and reviews in “Eimreiflin” (1895-96), and very 
many contributions to other periodicals on historical, political, economical, 
and educational matters. Biographical sketch of Vilhj&lmur Finsen and a 
review of his still unpublished history of Icelandic law (Tidsskrift for 
Retsvidenskab, 1893 and 1898); annual lists of Icelandic publications and 
books, 1878-83 (Nordisk tidskrift, 1884-88), and since 1897 (Nordisk 
Boghandler-Tidende); many articles in Danish periodicals and newspapers. 
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Contributor to Salmonsens Konversations-Leksikon (about 250 articles, 
chiefly on Icelandic law and history). — Editor: S^nisbdk islenzkra 
b6kmenta d 19. old (An anthology of Icelandic literature of the 19th cent. 
1891); fslenzk smdrit handa alp^flu (2 vols. 1913). — Translator: Madvig- 
skan, by V. Pingel (1884); J6hanna, by Carl Andersen (Idunn, 1887). 
Biogr. : Odinn. III. pp. 93-94, 102, portr. 

Nielsson, Haraldur, theologian ; 

b . Grlmsstadir, M^ras^sla, Nov. 30, 1868; A. B., 1890; Cand. Theol., 1897; 
returned to Iceland 1897 and was the same year engaged by the Icelandic 
Bible Society to make a new Icelandic translation of the Old Testament ; 
1899-1900 pursued Hebraic studies in Halle and Cambridge ; second minister 
of the Cathedral, Reykjavik, 1909-10; since Sept. 22, 1911, professor of 
theology, University of Iceland, Reykjavik. — Author: Essays on the 
Ecclesiastes and its pessimism (Skirnir, 1908), and on the creeds and clerical 
conformity (Skirnir, 1908); Vorn og vidreisn (1909, two sermons); many 
articles in the church monthly “Verdi lj6s ”, of which he was associate 
editor 1898-1904, likewise contributions to “N^tt Kirkublad” and “Tem- 
plar.*’ — Editor: Bamabiblia (Childrens’ Bible. 1912, with Magnfis Helga- 
son). — Translator: Biblia (1908), a new translation from the originals 
(some books of the New Testament transl. by J6n Helgason); Kristin fraedi, 
by Gustav Jensen (1904). 

Biogr.: <3dinn. IV. pp. 89-90, portr. 

Ofeigsson, J6n, philologist ; 

b. St6ri-Nfipur, Arness^sla, April 22, 1881 ; A. B., 1901 ; Cand. Mag. 
(German), 1908; teacher in Reykjavik. — Author: Kenslub6k i pyzku 
(Text-book of German. 1906); Kenslub6k i donsku fyrir byrjendur 
(Beginners’ text-book of Danish. 2 vols., 1909-n, with J6hannes Sigf&sson). 

Olafsson, J6n, journalist, poet ; 

b. Kolfreyjustadur, Sudur-Mfilasysla, March 20, 1850, son of Rev. Olafur 
Indridason (d. 1861), hymnologist, and brother of P&ll 6lafsson (d. 1905), 
the poet ; student in College of Iceland, 1863-68 ; founder and editor of 
“Baldur’’, a monthly, 1868-70; spent the winter 1870-71 in Norway, and 
taught Old Norse in the Bergen Cathedral School; edited the “Gongu- 
Hr61fur ” 1872-73, and for political reasons went to America, 1873 ; together 
with two other Icelanders was sent by President Grant to Alaska 1874 to 
investigate the possibility of an Icelandic colony there ; translator in the 
Hydrographic Office, Washington, D. C., 1874-75 ; returned to Iceland in 
the spring 1875 and settled in Eskifjordur, where he founded the fortnightly 
“Skuld” 1877, which he edited until 1882 ; editor of “I>j6d61fur” (Reykja- 
vik) 1883-85, and taught for some time in the College of Iceland ; with a 
publishing firm, 1886-90 ; went to Canada, and was engaged in newspaper 
work in Winnipeg until 1894, when he became cataloguer in the library of 
Field-Columbian Museum, Chicago, and assistant in the Newberry Library ; 
returned to Iceland, 1897; editor of N^ja Oldin”, 1897-1900; cataloguer 
and classifier in the National Library, Reykjavik, since 1901, and editor of 
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the weekly “Reykjavik”, 1903-07; one of the founders of the Icelandic 
Commercial School 1905, and chairman of the board of directors. Has 
received a government stipend for literary work (1897-98) and since 1908 to 
write an Icelandic dictionary, the publication of which has just begun (to 
be published in 16 parts of 200 pp. ). Member of Althing for Sudur Mdlasfsla 
1880-90, and since 1908 ; member appointed by the King, 1905. Lives in 
Reykjavik. — Author: Hefndin (The revenge, a story and a few poems. 
1867); Alaska (1875); Songvar og kvaedi (Songs and poems. 1877, 3d ed. 
1896) ; Jafnraedi og pekking (Equality and knowledge. 1880); N^tt stafr6fs- 
kver (New abecedary. 1879), andSpdnn^tt stafrofskver (Bran-new abecedary. 
1887, 7th ed. 1905); English made easy (1882); Vesturfara-tdlkur (Inter- 
preter for emigrants. 1888, 2d ed. 1890); Aldam6ta-6dur (Song on the two 
centuries. 1900); J6nas Hallgrlmsson (1900, a memorial address); Litli 
barnavinurinn (The small childrens’ friend. 1902-05); fslenzk verzlunar- 
loggjof (Icelandic mercantile laws, a text-book. 1908); Stafrof vidskipta- 
fraedinnar (The first rudiments of political economy. 1909); M6durmdlsb6kin 
(A text-book of the Icelandic language. 1911) ; many political pamphlets 
and a few on other questions of the day. In the “ Andvari a treatise on 
banking (1887), on free trade and protection (1899), biography of Dr. J6n 
porkelsson (1904), and of Markds F. Bjarnason (1905), on the Icelandic 
telegraph ( 1905 ) . An essay on small libraries ( Tlmarit Bmfdl. , 1902 ) ; wrote 
the foreign news in Sklrnir, 1896-1902 ; a great quantity of other contribu- 
tions to periodical literature. — Editor: Ljddmseli, by Kristjdn J6nsson 
(1872, 3d ed. 1912); Nanna (3 pts. 1878-81); Dsegrastytting (1879); Lj6d- 
maeli, by Pdll Olafsson (2 vols. 1899-1900); Bragi (1904), an anthology of 
Icelandic 19th cent, poetry; Fj6rar sogur, by Bjorndtj. Bjomson (1904). 
Besides the periodicals mentioned above he has been editor or associate 
editor of the following ones : Smdvegis (1872); Almanak fyrir hvern mann 
(1885); Idunn (1884-89); Logberg (Winnipeg, Apr. 1890- Feb. 1891); 
Oldin (Oct. 1891-March 1892), and Heimskringla (og Oldin. March 1892- 
Apr. 1894); Western Good Templar (I. Nos. 2-3, 1892); Norden (Chicago, 
1894-95); Dannevirke (1894-95); I ledige Timer (Jan. -March 1895); 
Sonderjydsk Tidende (1895); Skandinaven (1895); Wisconsin Nordmanden 
(Madison, Sept. 1895-March 1896); Sunnanfari (Reykjavik, 1898); Dagblad- 
id (1906-07). — Translator: Pdtur og Bergljdt, by Kr. Janson (1868); Kdtr 
piltr, by Bjornstj. Bjornson (1879, 2< * ed. 1904); Sigrtin d Sunnuhvoli, by 
the same (Idunn, 1884); Vestrfarinn, by H. H. Boyesen (Logberg, 1892); 
Er petta sonr ydar? by Helen H. Gardener (Logberg, 1892); Mon bijou, by 
Aug. Blanche (Logberg, 1892); Jafet i fodurleit, by Fr. Marryat (Logberg, 
1893); Sagan af Hr6a hetti (Robin Hood. 1900); Ferdin d heimsenda, by 
H. Bergh (1903). 

Biogr.: Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon. XII. pp. 388-389. — Sunnanfari. 
IV. pp. 17-18, portr. — Odinn. IV. pp. 41-42, portr. — Reykjavik. IX. pp. 
1-2, portr. 

Olafsson, Olafur, clergyman ; 

b. Videy, Sept. 24, 1855; A. B., 1877; Cand. Theol., Theological School, 
1880 ; minister of Selvogsping 1880-84, of Holtaping 1884-93, of Arnarbseli 


Digitized by 


Google 



ICELANDIC AUTHORS 


43 


1893-1902; editor of the weekly “ Fjallkonan ”, 1902-04; minister of the 
Reykjavik Free Church since 1903. Member of Althing for Rangdr- 
vallasysla 1891, for Austur-Skaptafellss^sla 1901, for Arness^sla 1903-07. 
Knight of Danebrog, 1907. — Author: Several lectures on religious and social 
questions, such as Heimilislifid (1889), Hvernig er farid med parfasta 
pj6ninn (1891), Verdi lj6s (1892), Hvernig lidur trdar- og kirkjulifinu d 
Islandi ( 1892), Olnbogabamid ( 1892 ; on the position of women), Presturinn 
og s6knarbornin (1893), Hvad leggja prestarnir i gudskistuna (1899), Meira 
lj6s (1899), and a few sermons and temperance lectures. — Translator: 
Hjdlpadu pdr sjdlfur, by Samuel Smiles (1892); Foreldrar og born (1894), 
and Fullordinsdrin (1898), by P. H. Ritter; Pj6dmenningar saga Nordur- 
dlfunnar (1900), by Gustav Bang. 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. IX. pp. 25-26, portr. 

Olsen, Bjorn Magniisson, philologist ; 

b. I>ingeyrar, Hfinavatnss^sla, July 14, 1850; A. B., 1869; Cand. Philol., 
1877 ; Ph.D., 1883 ; travelled in Greece and Italy, 1878 ; teacher in 
College of Iceland 1879-95, rector of the College, 1895-1904 ; titular professor 
1904 ; since Sept. 22, 1911, professor of Old Norse philology and literature, 
University of Iceland, Reykjavik, and the first rector of the University. 
Honorary member of the Icelandic Literary Society (1901); member of the 
Christiania Academy of Science (1902), of the Royal Danish Academy 
(1909), and of the Royal Academy of Gothenburg (1912). President of the 
Icelandic Literary Society 1894-1901, and since 1909. Knight of Danebrog, 
1902, etc. Member of Althing appointed by the King, 1905-08. — Author: 
Runerne i den oldislandske Litteratur (1883, doctor’s dissertation); Zur 
neuislandischen Grammatik (Germania, 1882); Rasmus Kristjdn Rask 
1787-1887 (1888); Um Sturlungu (Safn til sogu Islands, 1897); Um kristni- 
tokuna drid 1000 og tildrog hennar (On the introduction of Christianity in 
the year 1000 and its causes. 1900 ; also an article on the same subject in 
“Andvari ”, 1901); Kystreisen, udgivet i Anledning af hans Majestaet 
Kongens og de danske Rigsdagsmsends Besog i Aaret 1907 (1907), and a 
Forer (1907) published for the same occasion ; Um upphaf konungsvalds d 
fslandi (1908), and Enn um upphaf konungsvalds d fslandi (1909), two 
treatises on the rise of royal authority in Iceland, both reprinted from the 
“ Andvari”; Um skattbaendatal 13 n og manntal d Islandi fram ad peim 
tlma (On taxpayers 1311 and census in Iceland down to that time ; Safn til 
sogu Islands, 1910) ; Om den sdkaldte Sturlungaprolog og dens formodede 
Vidnesbyrd om de islandske Slsegtsagaers Alder (1910); Om Gunnlaugs 
saga ormstungu, en kritisk Undersogelse (1911). Treatises in “ Aarboger 
for nordisk Oldkyndighed og Historie”: Kronologiske Bemserkninger til 
Olaf Tryggvasons Regeringshistorie (1878), Et islandsk Stedsnavn Un- 
dornfell (1881), Om Forholdet mellem de to Bearbeidelser af Ares 
Islsendingebog (1885), Bemserkninger til to Vers af Guthormr sindre (1886), 
Om Versene i Kormaks saga (1888), Om Are Frode (1893), Landndma og 
Egils saga (1904), Landndma og Haensa-p6ris saga (1905), Landndma og 
Eyrbyggja saga (1905), Landndma og Laxdsela saga (1908), Om Ordet 
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seydir (1909), and Landndma og Gull-I>6ris saga (1910). In “Arkiv for 
nordisk filologi”: Til GrAgAsen (1883), Om Overgangen k-je i Islandsk 
(1886), Nogle Bemaerkninger til et Vers i Haustlong (1889), Vfgslddi (1890), 
SmA Bidrag til Tolkning af Edda-Sangene (1893), Strobemaerkninger til 
norske og islandske Skjaldedigte (1902), Til Versene i Egils saga (1903), 
Om nogle Vers af Am6rr jarlaskdld (1909), and a review of Meissner’s edi- 
tion of the R6mverja saga ( 1912 ). Sundurlausar hugleidingar um stjdrnarfar 
fslendinga A pj6dveldistfmanum ( Germanistische Abhandlungen zu K. 
Maurer, 1893); Et Bidrag til SporgsmAlet om Jurisprudensen i NjAla 
(Tidsskrift for Retsvidenskab, 1906); Strobemaerkninger til Eddakvadene 
(Festskrift til L. F. A. Wimmer, 1909). In “Arb6k hins fslenzka 
FornleifafAlags Borgarvirki ( 1880-81 ), explanation of a stanza in Vellekla 
( 1882), account of archaeological explorations in the Westfjords 1884 ( 1885), 
on the door of Valpj6fsstadur church (1885), on Icelandic tombstones 
with inscriptions in Latin and Runic characters ( 1897 and 1899), on the finds 
at Horgsdalur (1903, with D. Bruun), on the old Icelandic measure *alin * 
(1910). In “Tfmarit hins fslenzka B6kmentaf£lags ” : A vellin gagodo rd 
(1881), Rask (1888, see above), Ari I>orgilsson hinn frddi (1889), biography 
of KonrAd Gislason ( 1891), on the home of the Eddie poems ( 1894 and 1896 ; 
a criticism of Finnur J6nsson’s theory), on the poems of Egill Skallagrfms- 
son and their relation to the Egils saga (1897), and various other critical 
notices and several reviews. In the 4 ‘Skimir’ ’ : an essay on Snorri Sturluson’s 
authorship of Egils saga (1905), an explanation of a verse in Sonatorrek 
( 1905 ), paper on the value of silver and wadmal especially during the period 
of the settlement of Iceland (1909), on J6n Sigurdsson and his services to 
the Icelandic Literary Society (1911), also personal reminiscenses of J6n 
Sigurdsson (1911), and many reviews of books. In the 44 Andvari”, in 
addition to the treatises mentioned above: biographies of Bergur 0 . 
Thorberg (1898) and of Arnlj6tur dlafsson (1906), and two articles on the 
salaries of Icelandic government officials (1905 and 1907). Treatise on the 
raising of corn in Iceland in early times (Bfinadarrit, 1910). Biographical 
sketches of teachers in the College of Iceland 1846-96 ( Minningarrit fimtfu 
Ara afmaelis hins laerda sk 61 a, 1896). A paper on Icelandic orthography 
(Tfmarit um uppeldi og mentamAl, 1889), another on the same subject 
(Umraedur um fslenzka stafsetning, 1899), and several articles on spelling 
reform in “fsafold” (1889-90) and 41 f>j 6561 fur ” (1900-01, criticism of the 
spelling adopted by the Society of Journalists). Many contributions to 
other periodicals. — Editor : Den tredje og fjaerde grammatiske Afhandling 
i Snorres Edda tilligemed de grammatiske Afhandlingers Prolog og andre 
Tillaeg (1884); Uddrag af Magnus Stephensens Dagbog for 1808 (Museum, 
1882); Efterladte Skrifter, by KonrAS Gfslason (2 vols. 1895-97); Stfifs 
saga (1912). 

Biogr.: Indbydelsesskrift til Kjobenhavns Universetets Reformations 1883. 
pp. 100-102. — Bricka, Dansk biograf. Leixkon. XII. pp. 411-412. — Sunn- 
anfari. V. pp. 9-10, portr. — Cdinn. VI. pp. 25-27, portr. 

Poisson, P61mi, philologist ; 

b. Tjarnir, Eyjafjarflars^sla, Nov. 21, 1857; A. B., 1881; A. M. (Old 
Norse philology), 1885; teacher in College of Iceland, Reykjavik, since 
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1895, but had been acting teacher since 1885 ; assistant librarian in the 
National Library, 1888-95 ; director of the Archaeological Museum, 1892-96. 
Officier d’ Academic, 1902. — Author: Essay on the coat-of-arms of Iceland 
( Andvari, 1883 and 1898 ) ; biography of J6n Amason, the folklorist ( Andvari, 
1891); on G6runargaldur (Arkiv f. nord. Filol., 1907); Fr6ttir frd fslandi 
1889-92. — Editor : Kr6karefssaga (1883); fslenzk fornkvaedi (1885, the last 
part of the ballad collection begun by J6n Sigurdsson and Svend Grundtvig), 
and also a few Icelandic ballads in the “ Iflunn ” (1886) ; B 16 msturvallasaga 
(1892). 

Pdturss (P^tursson), Helgi, geologist ; 
b. Reykjavik, March 31, 1872; A. B., 1891 ; Cand. Mag. (natural history), 
1897; Ph. D., 1905; went with Frode Petersen’s expedition to Greenland 
as geologist, 1897 ; began in the year 1899 geological explorations in Iceland 
and has since continued them with support from the Danish Carlsberg Fund 
and the Icelandic government. Lives in Reykjavik. — Author: Geologiske 
Optegnelser fra Opmaalings-Expeditionen til Egedesminde-District 1897 
(Meddelelser om Gronland, XIV. 1898) ; Grsenlandsfor 1897 (Trip to Green- 
land. 1899); Om Islands Geologi (1905, doctor’s dissertation); Island 
(Steinmann and Wilcken’s Handbuch der regionalen Geologi, IV. 1. 1910); 
Geologiske Rejseskitser fra Island (Naturen og Mennesket, 1895); En 
Bestigning af Fjeeldet Baula (Geograf. Tidsskrift, 1897). In “Oversigt 
over det kgl. danske Videnskabemes Selskabs Forhandlinger ” : Morsener 
i den islandske Palagonitformation ( 1901 ), Om Forekomsten af skalforende 
Skurstensler i Bdlandshofdi (1904), Om nogle glaciale og interglaciale 
Vulkaner paa Island (1904). The glacial palagonite- formation of Iceland 
(The Scottish Geograph. Magazine, 1900), and Fortsatte Bidrag til Kundskab 
om Islands glaciale Palagonit-formation (Geolog. Foreningens i Stockholm 
Forhandlingar, 1902). In “ Quarterly Journal of the Geolog. Society of 
London On a shelly boulder-clay in the so-called palagonite-formation of 
Iceland (1903), The crag of Iceland, an intercalation in the basalt-formation 
(1906). In “ Centralblatt fur Mineral., Geol. u. Palaontol.”: Das Pleistocan 
Islands ( 1905 ), and Zur Forschungsgeschichte Islands ( 1906 ). In ‘ 1 Zeitschr. 
der Gesellsch. f. Erdkunde zu Berlin”: Einige Ergebnisse seiner Reise in 
Siid Island im Sommer 1906 (1907), and Einige Hauptziige der Geologie 
und Morphologie Islands ( 1908). Uber marines Interglazial in der Umgeb- 
ung von Reykjavik (Zeitschr. der deut. geol. Gesellsch., 1909); also 
reports in ” Geologisches Centralblatt” since 1905. In “ Eimreidin ’» 
articles on peat and coal (1895), on new discoveries in the geology of 
Iceland (1900), on Eiriksjokull (1904), and others. In the “Timarit 
B 6 kmentaf 61 ”: articles on mountains (1899), on the Yoldia stratum in 
BAlandshofdi (1903), on movement and growth (1904), and on geological 
strata in the Fossvogur (1904). In the “Sklrnir” articles and essays on 
religious history of the ancient Icelanders (1906), on the origin of man 
(1907-08), on travels in Europe (1909-12), and others. An article on 
climatic changes in Iceland, in the ‘‘Andvari ” (1906). To other Icelandic 
papers he has contributed a great number of articles on a variety of subjects, 
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chiefly on religious and literary matters. — Translator; Darvlnskenningin, 
by Armauer Hansen (1904); Hviti eelurinn, by Rudyard Kipling (Timarit 
Bmf61., 1902). 

Biogr . / Indbydelsesskrift til Kjobenhavns Universitets Reformations Pest. 
1905. — Oflinn. I. pp. 92-93, portr. 

Pdtursson, Hafsteinn, theologian ; 
b. Geithamrar, Hfinavatnss^sla, Nov. 4, 1858 ; A. B., 1882 ; studied theology 
in the University of Copenhagen, 1882-85 and 1886-89; Cand. Theol., 
Theological School, 1886 ; ordained in Winnipeg, 1890 ; minister of the 
Icelandic parishes in Argyle, Man., 1890-93, and in Winnipeg, 1893-94; 
secretary of the Icelandic Lutheran Synod, 1890-94 ; withdrew from the 
Synod, 1895 ; founded the Winnipeg Tabernacle 1894, and was its minister 
until 1899. Since 1899 has lived in Copenhagen, Denmark. — Author : 
Tjaldbfidin (The Tabernacle, 10 parts. 1898-1905), containing communica- 
tions relating to the Winnipeg Tabernacle, papers and articles concerning 
Icelandic- American affairs, etc.; N. F. S. Grundtvig (1886, a lecture); 
Magntis Eiriksson (Timarit B6kmf61., 1887 ; transl. into Danish : Theologisk 
Tidsskrift, 1902); essays on C. H. Spurgeon and H. W. Beecher (EimreiOin, 

1901- 02); an article on Icelanders in America (Arn£, 1901). Papers in the 
44 Aldam6t M : on the church in Iceland (1891), on C. H. Spurgeon (1892), 
and on eternal punishment (1893, transl. into Danish: Annexet til den 
indre Missions Tidende, 1901). Numerous articles in Icelandic-American 
periodicals, also in Icelandic and Danish papers ; many reviews in 
44 Eimreidin ”. — Translator: fslenzkir kvennbfiningar, by Daniel Braun 
(Eimreidin, 1904). 

Biogr.: Sameiningin. V. pp. 15-16. 

Pdtursson, Rognvaldur, theologian ; 
b. Rlpur, Skagafjardars^sla, Aug. 14, 1877 ; came to America in 1883 ; 
student in the University of Manitoba, 1898 ; B. D., Meadville Theological 
Seminary, 1902 ; studied theology and Germanics in Harvard University, 

1902- 03 ; minister of the First Icelandic Unitarian Church, Winnipeg, 1903- 
09; since 1909 field-missionary of the American Unitarian Association in 
Manitoba and the North-West. — Author; Numerous articles in 44 Heimir”, 
the organ of the Icelandic Unitarian Association in America, of which he 
was editor from 1904-10 ; these articles deal chiefly with religion and 
literature, such as papers on |>orsteinn Erlingsson (1907), on Hannes 
Hafstein (1908), on Tolstoy (1910), etc., also a few biographical sketches 
(Nokkrir fornmenn). A few articles in the 44 Freyja ”, and “Heims- 
kringla ”. — Translator: Several stories (by Bjornstj. Bjomson, and others) 
and articles in the “Heimir ”. 

Saemundsson, Bjarai, zoologist ; 

b. Jdrngerdarstadir in Grindavik, April 15, 1867 ; A. B., 1889; Cand. Mag. 
(natural history and geography), 1894; teacher in College of Iceland, 
Reykjavik, since 1894 ; since 1896 has carried on ichthyological investigations 
with an annual stipend from the government ; president of the Icelandic 
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Naturalists' Society since 1905, and superintendent of its museum. — Author: 
Agrip af n&ttfirusogu fyrir bamask61a (Compendium of natural history for 
elementary schools. 1896, 4th ed. 1909) ; Agrip af steinafrsedi (Compendium 
of mineralogy. 1900); Oversigt over Islands Fiske med Oplysninger om 
deres Forekomst, vigtigste biologiske Forhold og okonomiske Betydning 
(1912); Losing Islands (Description of Iceland, text-book. 1912). In the 
44 And van annual reports to the government on his investigations regard- 
ing Icelandic fishes and fisheries during the years 1896*1902, 1904-10 (1897- 
1912), and other articles on fisheries (1895-96). In "Skfrnir": on disguis- 
ing colors of animals (1905), on the habits of the eel (1911). Many notes 
on Icelandic birds and fishes in the "Sk^rsla" of the Icel. Naturalists' 
Society ; also articles on fisheries in various Icelandic papers, especially in 
4 4 ^Egir’ ’ . In 4 4 Videnskabelige Meddelelser fra den naturhistoriske Forening 
i Kobenhavn ’ ’ a series of articles under the title “ Zoologiske Meddelelser fra 
Island": Raja fullonica L., and Om Hvalrossens Forekomst ved Island i 
aeldre og nyere Tider (1897), Tre Fiske nye for Island, Om Brugdens 
Forekomst ved Island i senere Tid, and Auliscus pulcher en ny Goplepolyp 
med frie Meduser (1899), Sex Fiske nye for Island, and To Skadedyr ved 
Islands Kyster (Limnoria lignorum og Tereda norvegica) (1903), Tre Fiske 
nye for Island, and Nogle omithologiske Iagttagelser og Bemaerkninger 
(1905), Fern Fiske nye for Island, and Optegnelser vedrorende Fuglelivet 
paa Havet omkring Island om Sommeren ( 1907), also Bidrag til Kundskaben 
om de islandske Hydroider (1902). In “Dansk Fiskeritidende " : De 
islandske Saltvandsfiskerier i det I9de Aarhimdrede (1903), and since 1903 
annual reports on Icelandic fisheries. In "Norsk Fiskeritidende": 
Oplysninger om Phoca groenlandica’s Optraeden ved Island i aeldre og 
nyere Tider (1903), and Hvalfangstsporgsmaalet (1903). The Herring 
fishery of Iceland (The Fish Trades Gazette, 1907). An article on the 
Thingvalla Lake (Geografisk Tidsskrift, 1904). — Editor : Sk^rslur hins 
fslenzka N&ttfirufraedisf61ags, 1903-10. 

Biogr (3dinn. VII. pp. 89-90, portr. 

Sigfiisson, Jdhannes, educator ; 

b. Nfipufell, Eyjafjardars^sla, Aug. io, 1853; A. B., 1881; Cand. Theol., 
Theological School, 1883 ; teacher in the Flensborg High School, Hafnar- 
fjordur, 1883-1904 ; since 1904 teacher in College of Iceland, Reykjavik. — 
Author: Kenslub6k i donsku (Text-book of Danish. 1868, 2d ed. 1893 ; 
with J6n I>6rarinsson) ; Kenslub6k 1 donsku fyrir byrjendur (Beginners’ 
text-book of Danish. 1909, with J6n 6feigsson); Lesb6k handa bornum 
(Reader for children and young people. 3 vols. 1907-10, with Gudm. 
Finnbogason and J>6rh. Bjarnarson); Samtiningur handa bornum (Com- 
pilations for children. 3 vols. 1890-1903). One of the editors of "Timarit 
um uppeldi og mentam&l " (1888-92), to which he contributed a paper on 
the teachers' influence in the education of children (1888), an essay on Joh. 
A. Comenius (1892), and an article on public schools in the United States 
(1889, compiled from an article by Paul Passy). 
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SigurOsddttir, Oldf, poet ; 

b . April 9, 1857; mid- wife at Hladir in Eyjafjarflars^sla ; m. Hallddr 
Gudmundsson (b. Nov. 9, 1850, also author of two brief stories in 
“ EimreiOin ”, 1901: Dansinn og daudinn, and Bleik&la). — Author: 
Nokkur sm&kvaedi (A few short poems. 18 88 ; includes also a story trans- 
lated from the Danish); poems in “Eimreidin” (1901 and 1906), also 
some reminiscences (The home of my child-hood. 1906). 

SigurSsson, Ogmundur, educator ; 
b. July 7, 1859 ; grad, of Modruvellir High School, 1882 ; teacher in the 
Flensborg High School, Hafnarfjordur, and since 1908 its director. — 
Author: Reikningsb6k handa bornum (Arithmetic for children. 1900). 
Three articles in “Timarit um uppeldi og mentamdl ” (1888-92), of which 
he was one of the editors ; of these one is on teachers’ schools in Finland 
( 1888), another on the teaching of geography (1889). 

SigurSsson, SigurSur, agriculturist ; 
b. Langholt in F 16 i, Oct. 21, 1864 ; grad, of the H 61 ar Agricultural School, 
1890; studied agriculture in Denmark, 1897-99; adviser to the Icelandic 
Agricultural Society since 1900. Member of Althing for Arness^sla 1901, 
and since 1908. — Author: Many articles on agricultural subjects in various 
periodicals, some of which have been issued separately, such as on the 
breeding of horses (Fjallkonan, 1903), on co-operative dairies (Btinadarrit, 
1912; Fjallkonan, 1900; Nordurland, 1904); many contributions to the 
monthly “ Freyr ” of which he has been one of the editors since 1909. 
Biogr.: < 3 dinn. III. pp. 10-n, portr. — Templar. XVIII. p. 25, portr. 

SigurSsson, SigurSur, agriculturist, forester ; 
b. Draflastadir in Fnj6skadalur, Aug. 5, 1872 ; grad, of the Stend Agri- 
cultural School, Norway, 1898, and in the same year studied for some time 
in Stenkiaer Forestry School; Cand. Agron., Royal Agricultural College, 
Copenhagen, 1902 ; since 1902, director of the H 61 ar Agricultural School. 
Founder of the Agricultural Society of North Iceland (Raektunarfelag 
Nordurlands) 1903, and has been its president since. — Author: The forests 
in Fnjdskadalur (Andvari, 1900), and an article on agriculture in Northern 
part of Sweden (Andvari, 1903). 

Biogr.: Minningarrit H 61 ask 61 a, 1909. p. 59, portr. 

SigurSsson, SigurSur, poet ; 

b. Copenhagen, Sept. 15, 1879 ; student in the College of Iceland, 1894-98 ; 
Cand. Pharm., Pharmaceutic Institute, 1906 ; secretary to the prefect of 
BorgarfjarOars^sla, Arnarholt. — Author: Tvfstimi (The double-stars. 1906; 
a collection of poems by him and Jdnas GuOlaugsson); Lj 60 (Poems. 1912). 

Siguijdnsson, Jdhann, dramatist ; 
b. Laxam^ri, pingeyjars^sla, June 19, 1880 ; student in the College of Ice- 
land, 1896-99 ; studied veterinary surgery for some time in the Royal 
Veterinary School, Copenhagen ; has for several years lived in Copenhagen, 
engaged in literary work. — Author: Dr. Rung, Drama i fire Akter (1905, 
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written in Danish); B6ndinn & Hrauni (The farmer of Hraun, a play in 
three acts. 1908), also in Danish : Gaarden Hraun (1912), and staged in the 
Royal Theatre, Copenhagen ; Fjalla-Eyvindur (1912), originally written in 
Danish: Bjaerg-Ejvind og hans Hustru, Skuespil i fire Optrin (1911), and 
was first staged in the Dagmar Theatre, Copenhagen, afterwards presented 
in Norway, Sweden, and Germany, also in Reykjavik and Winnipeg. A 
story (G6dur fengur) and a few poems in “Skirnir” (1910). 

Biogr.: < 3 dinn. V. p. 60, portr ; VII. p. 1, portr. — Sunnanfari. XI. p. 42, 

¥ ortr. — Bogvennen. Nov. 1911, p. 5, portr ; May 1912, pp. 9-10. — Berlingske 
idende. April 13, 1913. 

Skaptason, Magniis [Olafur] J6sefsson, theologian ; 
b. Hnausar, Htinavatnssysla, Feb. 4, 1850; A. B., 1870; Cand. Theol., 
Theological School, 1874; minister successively of Lundarbrekka (1874), 
Kviabekkur (1878), and Hvammur in Lax&rdalur (1883); went to America, 
and became minister of 7 parishes in New Icelaud, Manitoba ; severed his 
connections with the Icelandic Lutheran S} nod and became Unitarian 
minister first in Winnipeg, and later in North Dakota. — Author : Rseda 
(Sermon. 1891); Litid um b6kstaflegan innbldstur heilagrar ritningar (A 
little about the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures. 1893); many articles in 
the Unitarian papers “ Dagsbrfin ” (1893-96), and “Lising” (1898-99), 
both of which he edited ; was also the editor of the weekly “Baldur” for 
some time (1905), and has since 1911 edited the monthly “Fr6di”, in 
Winnipeg, to which he is the principal contributor — Translator ; Trfiin 
& gud, by M. J. Savage (1894); Ranns6knaroldin, by Th. Paine (1899); and 
a number of stories and articles in the papers he edited. 

Stefdnsson, J6n, novelist ; pseudonym : f>orgils gjallandi; 
b. Sktitustadir, pingeyjarsysla, June 2, 1851 ; has lived as a farmer at Litla- 
Strond, pingeyjarsysla, since 1877. In 1912 he received from the govern- 
ment a stipend in recognition of his writings. — Author: Of an fir sveitum 
(Down from the country districts, four stories. 1892), tw’o of these stories 
were translated into German by Carl Kiichler : Der Kirchgang (Leipziger 
Litteraturberichte, 1894), and Pastor Solvi (Kiichler’s Nordische Novellen, 
1896); Upp vid fossa (Up near the waterfalls, a novel. 1902), translated into 
German by Heinrich Erkes : Oben bei den Wasserfallen, ein islandische 
Bauerngeschichte (Rheinische Zeitung, 1908); Dyrasogur (Stories of 
animals. 1910), many of which had previously appeared in • ‘ Dyravinurinn " 
and other periodicals. Two stories in the “Sumargjof Nseturhugsanir & 
Oraefunum (1907), and Gisli hfismadur (1908). Several contributions to 
other periodicals, chiefly “ Gjallarhorn ” and “Nordri.” — Translator: 
I>rjdr smdsogur, by Jonas Lie (1904); Tobias sldtrari, by the same 
(Eimreidin, 1897); Odalsbaendur, by Edv. Knudsen (1905, with Steinp6r 
Bjornsson), etc. 

Biogr,: Eimreidin. XV. pp. 99-10S. 

Stefdnsson, J6n, journalist ; 

b. Grundarfjordur, Snaefellsness^sla, Nov. 4, 1863 ; A. B., 1882 ; A. M. 
(English language and literature), 1889 ; Ph. D., 1891 ; received the gold 
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medal of the University of Copenhagen for an essay on dialects in Wycliffe’s 
Bible translation ; assistant librarian, Royal Library, Copenhagen, 1891-93 ; 
since 1893, has lived mostly in London, engaged in newspaper work and 
lecturing. — Author: Robert Browning, et Literaturbillede fra det moderae 
England (1891, doctor’s dissertation); Svar til Dr. O. Jespersen (1892); A 
pilgrimage to the saga-steads of Iceland (1899, with W. G. Collingwood); 
Oldnordisk Indflydelse paa engelsk Literatur i det attende og nittende 
Aarhundrede (Nordisk tidskrift, 1891 ; also in Icelandic, in Tlmarit 
B6kmf£l., 1891); Robert Browning (Nordisk tidskrift, 1890); Shakespeare 
at Elsinore (Contemporary Review, 1896); Iceland and its inhabitants 
(Transactions of the Victoria Institute, 1902 and 1906 ; reprinted in the 
Annual Report of the Smithsonian Institute, 1906); How Browning strikes 
a Scandinavian (The Browning Society’s Papers, 1891); an article on the 
attempts of the Danish kings to sell Iceland (Tlmarit B6kmf£l , 1898). In 
the 44 Saga-Book of the Viking Club The oldest known list of Scandinavian 
names (1906), Western influence on the earliest Viking settlers (1908), 
The Vikings in Spain (1909), and other minor articles and reviews. Con- 
tributor to various Icelandic (Eimreidin, etc.), English, French, German, 
and Scandinavian periodicals. — Translator: The life and death of Cormac 
the Skald (1902; into English, with W. G. Collingwood). 

Stefdnsson, Kristinn, poet ; 

b. Egilsd, Skagaf j ardars^sla, 1856; emigrated to America 1873, and has 
lived in Winnipeg since 1884. — Author: Vestan hafs, ^misleg ljddmseli 
(West of the Ocean, various poems. 1900); but since the appearance of that 
collection many poems from his pen have been printed in the Icelandic- 
Canadian press, especially in the 44 Heimir.” 

Biogr.: Oldin. IV. pp. 17-20, portr. — N^ja Oldin. III. pp. 220-221, portr. 

Stef&nsson, SigurOur, political writer ; 
b. Rip, Skagaf jardars^sla, Aug. 30, 1854; A. B., 1879 ; Cand. Theol., 
Theological School, 1881 ; since 1881 minister of the Ogurping, residing in 
Vigur, fsafjardars^sla. Member of Althing for fsafjardarsfsla 1886-99 and 
1902, for the town of fsafjordur since 1905. — Author: Three articles in the 
44 Andvari”: on the twentieth anniversary of the Icelandic constitution 
(1895), on the demands of the Icelanders for more independence (1896), 
and on the amendments to the constitution ( 1898). To other periodicals he 
has contributed many articles on Icelandic politics, and other questions of 
the day. 

Biogr,: < 5 dinn. VII. pp. 65-66, portr. 

Stef&nsson, Stef&n [ J6hann] , botanist ; 
b. Heidi in Gonguskord, Aug. 1, 1863; A. B., 1884; Cand. Phil., 1885, 
and studied botany in the Copenhagen University until 1887, when he was 
appointed teacher in the Modruvellir High School, which was transferred 
to Akureyri in 1905, and of which he has been the director since Sept, io, 
1908. With the aid of the Icelandic government and the Carlsberg Fund 
he has made botanical expeditions in various parts of Iceland and carried 
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on investigations of forage plants. Member of Althing for Skagafjardars^sla 
1900-08, member appointed by the king since 1908 ; member of the Danish- 
Icelandic interparliamentary commission, 1908. — Author: F16ra Islands 
(The Flora of Iceland. 1901); Fra Islands Vsextrige ( Videnskabelige 
Meddelelser fra naturhist. Forening i Kobenhavn, 1890, 1894, 1896 : Nogle 
nye og sjseldne Karplanter samlede i Aarene 1888-89, Vatnsdalens Vegeta- 
tion, and Floristiske Nyheder); Bemserkninger til Chr. Gronlund’s Tillaeg 
til Islands Kryptogamflora (Botanisk Tidsskrift, 1896); a brief survey of 
botanical investigations in Iceland and of works on Icelandic plants (Sk^rsla 
hins (si. ndttdrufraedisf&ags, 1891); two articles on botanical expeditions 
in Iceland, in “ Andvari” (1893, 1895); an essay on the reproduction of the 
phanerogamous plants (Timarit Bmf61., 1891); in the “Btinadarrit an 
article on potatoes and their cultivation in Iceland (1888), three articles on 
Icelandic grazing and forage plants (1902-03, 1910), and a few others ; in 
“ Eimreidin an article on school reform (1895), a story (f>id sj&ist aldrei 
framar. 1899', and a paper on J6nas Hallgnmsson’s descriptions of nature 
(1909). Islandska foder- och betesvaxter (with H. G. Soderbaum, publ. in : 
Meddelanden fr&n kongl. Landtbruks-Akademiens Experimentalfalt, no. 
74, 1902, and no. 83, 1904). Numerous articles in Icelandic papers, chiefly 
in the “Nordurland’', on educational, agricultural, and political matters, 
and on natural history. — Editor : Sk61asongvar ( 1909). 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. IX. pp. 25-26, portr. 

Stephansson, Stephan Gu&mundsson, poet ; 
b. Kirk juh 611, Skagafjardars^sla, Oct. 3, 1853; self-taught ;| emigrated to 
America 1873, and settled in Wisconsin, moved in 1880 to North Dakota, 
and in 1890 to Marckerville, Alberta, Canada, where he has since lived as a 
farmer. — Author: Ut’ & vldavangi, flokkur af tiu sm&kvaedum (In the 
open air, ten poems. 1894); A ferd og flugi, kvaedabdlkur (Faring and 
flying, a poem in 18 cantos. 1900); Andvokur (Lying awake. 3 vols. 1909- 
10), a complete collection of his poems up to that time, but since its publica- 
tion many new poems by him have been printed in Icelandic-Canadian 
periodicals, and also in periodicals printed in Iceland. 

Biogr x : Skirnir. LXXXI. pp. 193-209, 289-314, portr.; LXXXVI. pp. 44- 
63.--01din. IV. pp. 17-20, portr. — N^ja Oldin. III. pp. 218-220, portr. — 
Sunnanfari. IX. pp. 57-58, portr.; X. pp. 19-23, 26-30. — Udinn. VI. pp. 
65-66, portr. — AlmanakO. S. Thorgeirssonar. 1911. pp. 59-63. — Breidablik. 
I. pp. 68-70, portr.; III. p. 90; IV. pp. 68-78, 88-93, portr.; V. pp. 4-8.— 
Eimreidin. X. pp. 32-33. 

Stephensen, Magniis, jurist ; 

b . Hofdabrekka in M^rdalur, Oct. 18, 1836 ; A. B., 1855 ; Cand. Juris, 1862 ; 
associate judge of the Superior Court, 1871-86 ; acting governor of the 
South and West Quarters, 1883-86 ; governor-general of Iceland, 1886-1904. 
Member of Althing, chosen by the crown, 1877-86, for Rangdrvallasysla, 
1903-07 ; chairman of the interparliamentary commission on taxation of 
1875. Grand Cross of Danebrog, 1904, etc. ; Officer of the French Legion of 
Honor, 1901. — Author: Logfrsedisleg formdlabdk (Juridical formulary. 
1886, with L. E. Sveinbiornsson). Contributions to the “Tfmarit 
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B6kmf£l.”: on public taxes and fees (1880), biographical sketches of Ice- 
landic jurists ( 1882), on Gudbrandur Vigftisson’s new chronology (1884), and 
chronological list of royal appointments and granting of titles in Iceland, etc., 
1800-53 ( 1884 ). An article on the election of presidents in the United States 
(Andvari, 1905). Compiled the indexes (efnisyfirlit) to “ Stjdmartfdindi 
fyrir Island”, 1874-1903 (1906), and to “ Alpingistldindi ”, 1845-1907 
(1908). — Editor: Tidindi um stjdmmdlefni Islands (2 vols. 1870); Alpingis- 
tidindi, 1875-81 and 1905-07 (one of two editors); Lagasafn handa alp^du 
(3 vols. 1887-90, with J6n Jensson) — Translator : On double-stars (Skirnir, 

1905)- 

Biogr .: Bricka, Dansk biogr. Lexikon. XVI. p. 417. — Sunnanfari. III. 
pp. 41-42, portr. 

Sveinbjomsson, Sveinbjom, musician ; 
b. Nes, Seltjarnarnes, June 28, 1847 ; A. B., 1866 ; Cand. Theol., Theological 
School, 1868 ; studied music in Copenhagen under A. Ravn, and in Leipsic 
under Reinecke. Has lived in Edinburgh since 1871. Knight of Danebrog, 
1907. — Author : A paper on Northern folksongs (Saga-Book of the Viking 
Club, 1907). Compositions : The Icelandic national anthem (1874, text by 
Matth. Jochumsson); Landn&mssongur Islands (1899, text by the same); 
Island ( 1903, text by Valtyr Gudmundsson ) ; Berceuse for violin and piano- 
forte ; The challenge of Thor (words by H. W. Longfellow); Duet in A on 
Scottish national dances; Echo (words by Thos. Moore); The fairies 
(words by Wm. Allingham); Humoreske in G minor for violin and piano- 
forte ; King Sverre (words by Grimur Thomsen); The lover’s lament 
(founded on an Icelandic folksong); Now is the month of Maying (lyric of 
the Elizabethan age) ; Serenade, Stars of the summer night (by Longfellow) ; 
The troubadour (words transl. from the French by Sir Walter Scott); 
Trysting (words by D. Fraser); Two songs from “Psaltery and harps” 
(words by C. J. P. Spitta); Up in the North (words by Sir Walter Scott); 
The Viking’s grave (words by John Reid); War (words by P. Macgillivray); 
When the boats come sailing in (words by M. Wheeler); The willow song 
(words by Mrs. Hemans): a cantata on the occasion of King Frederik 
VIII. ’s visit to Iceland (1901), etc. Wrote the incidental music for Hall 
Caine’s play, The prodigal son. 

Biogr.: Breidablik. VI. pp. 53-55, portr. — Eimreidin. V. pp. 197-199, 
portr. — Odinn. IV. pp. 1-2, portr. 

Sveinbjomsson, Sveinbjom Gestur, philologist ; 
b. Glaesibaer, Eyjafjardarsysla, Dec. 17, 1861; A. B., 1882; Cand. Phil., 
1883 ; studied Romance philology, 1882-87 ; teacher in Aarhus Cathedral 
School, Denmark, 1887-1907, since 1907 second master. Has made many 
trips to England, France, and Germany to study educational institutions, 
and also carried on phonetic studies. — Author: Essay on changes in the 
regulations for the College of Iceland (Eimreidin, 1895); two phonetic 
specimens of modem Icelandic (Maitre phon€tique, 1894 and 1905); various 
articles, especially reviews, in Aarhus papers (Aarhus Stiftstidende, 
Amtstidende, and Jyllandsposten). 
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Sveinsson, Sveinbjom, story-writer ; 
b. Kdngsgardur, Hfinavatnis^sla, Oct. 19, 1878 ; self-taught ; shoemaker 
by occupation; lives in Reykjavik. — Author; S&lmar (Hymns. 1903); 
Nokkur kvaedi (A few poems. 1906); f>rj6 aefint^ri (Three fairy tales. 
1909); Engilbornin (The little angels, a fairy tale. 1910); Margfoldunartaflan 
(The multiplication table, a fairy tale. 1911); Bemskan (Childhood. 
2 vols. 1907-08; 2d ed of vol. i., 1912). — Translator ; Eirikur litli, by A. 
L. Feuvre (1909). 

Svensson J6n [Stefdn] , educator, theologian ; 
b. Modruvellir in Horgdrdalur, Nov. 16, 1857 ; left Iceland 1870, and joined 
the Catholic church ; studied in College de la Providence of the Jesuit Fathers, 
Amiens, 1871-78; joined the Order of Jesuits in St. Acheul, near Amiens, 
and remained there two years ; studied philosophy in the University of 
Louvain, 1880-82, and in a German College in Blijenbeck, Holland, 1882- 
83 ; teacher in Denmark, 1883-88 ; studied theology in Ditton Hall, Liver- 
pool, 1888-92 ; ordained as priest, and teacher in St. Andreas College, 
Charlottenlund, Denmark, since 1892. — Author: Islandsblomster (1906, 
series of articles on the Icelandic saga literature, which appeared first in the 
Danish Catholic paper “Varden”, 1905), transl. into German by Johannes 
Mayrhofer : Aus Islands alten Schatzen (1909-10); Et Ridt gennem Island, 
Oplevelser (r9o6), transl. into German by Joh. Mayrhafer : Zwischen Eis 
und Feuer (1911), also into Icelandic by Mrs. T. p. Holm, in “Dvol” 
(1906-08), but the first draught of the book was publ. in the Danish 
“Museum” (1895), and afterwards appeared in English, German, and 
French in various Catholic papers. Several contributions to “Varden”, 
chiefly articles and stories about Iceland or reminiscenses ( 1906-10 : Levende 
begravet ; Den lille Kjartans Syn ; Volven ; En Barndomse rindring ; 
Litteratur ; Vaeddemaalet ; Det lille Lam, etc. ), some of which have been 
translated into German. Biographical sketch of Alex. Baumgartner 
(Eimreidin, 191 1 ) ; an essay in French on Henrik Ibsen (in the Parisian 
periodical “Etudes”, 1906). 

Sverrisson, Eirikur E., poet ; 

b. Hvammur in M^rdalur, Sept. 7, 1876 ; has been for some time teacher in 
Grimsnes, Amessysla. — Author: Two collections of poems, publ. under 
the titles : Lj6d (1902), and Sveitarbarnid (1911). 

Thorldksson, Niels Steingrimur, theologian ; 
b. St6ru-Tjarnir, Lj 6savatnsskar<3, Jan. 20, 1857 ; emigrated to America, 
1873 ; A. B., Luther College, Deborah, Iowa, 1876 ; studied theology in the 
University of Christiania, 1883-87 ; ordained, 1887 ; has been minister of 
various Norwegian and Icelandic congregations, at present in Selkirk, Man., 
Canada. Secretary of the Icelandic Lutheran Synod, 1888-90 and 1891-93, 
since 1899 its vice-president. — Author; Several papers in the periodical 
“Aldamdt”: on the divinity of Jesus Christ (1891), Christ and the Old 
Testament (1893), w’hat is truth? (1894), why are there so many infidels? 
(1896), and four others ; in the “ Aram6t”, two papers (1905 and 1909) on 
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religious themes. — Editor: “ Kennarinn ”, a Sunday school paper (1902- 
os); “Bornin” (1905-08); "Framtiflin” (1908-10), all publ. by the 
Lutheran Synod. 

Thoroddsen, Mrs, Pdra [Pdtursddttir], 
b. Reykjavik, Oct. 10, 1847 ; daughter of Bishop P£tur Petursson (d. 1891), 
wife of Dr. I»orvaldur Thoroddsen (see below). — Author : Leidarvisir til ad 
nema ymsar kvennlegar hannyrdir ( Guide to needle work. 1886, with £6ra 
J6nsd6ttir and Jardprixdur J6nsd6ttir); Guldbroderi (with Nina Ring); and 
several articles in Danish periodicals. 

Thoroddsen, f’orvaldur, geologist, geographer ; 
b. Flatey in Breidifjordur, June 6, 1855, son of J6n Thoroddsen ( d . 1868), 
the novelist ; A. B., 1875 ; Cand. Phil., 1876, and studied natural sciences, 
especially zoology and geology, at the University of Copenhagen until 1880, 
and later geology and physical geography at the University of Leipsic, 
1884-85 ; accompanied F. Johnstrup on his geological expedition to the 
volcanos in North Iceland, 1876 ; teacher in the Modruvellir High School, 
1880-84, in College of Iceland (natural history and geography), 1885-99, 
but was on leave of absence, 1895-99; travelled in Iceland to explore the 
geography and geology of the country during the summers 1881-91 and 
1893-98, partly with government support, partly with support from other 
sources, and has made a geological survey of the entire island, and for the 
first time mapped parts of the deserts and plateaus in the interior. Since 
1899 he has received an annual stipend from the Icelandic government to 
enable him to devote his time exclusively to scientific researches and 
literary work. Honorary Ph. D., University of Copenhagen, 1896; 
titular professor, 1902 ; member of the Royal Academy, Copenhagen, 1909. 
Gold medallist of the Geographical Societies of Paris (La Roquette medal) 
1895, of Copenhagen 1899, and of New York (Daly medal) 1907, of the 
Royal Academies of Stockholm (Linn6 medal) 1886, and of Copenhagen 
1902 ; received the Cuthbert Peek Grant of the Royal Geographical Society 
of London, 1897. Honorary member : the Danish Geological Society 1893, 
the Geographical Society of Bern 1898, the Royal Geographical Society of 
London 1898, the Icelandic Literary Society 1902, and the Belgian Geological 
Society 1907. Corresponding member : the Danish Geographical Society 
1884, the Swedish Society for Anthropology and Geography 1886, Gesell- 
schaft fur Erdkunde zu Berlin 1893, Commission internationale des Glaciers 
1897, the Geological Society of London 1902. Received the J6n Sigurdsson 
historical prize, 1889. President of the Icelandic Literary Society, Copen- 
hagen branch, 1905-11. Knight of Danebrog, 1899. Lives at present in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. — Author: Losing Island (Text-book of Icelandic 
geography. 1881, 2d ed. 1900), translated into Norwegian by Amund 
Helland : Islands Beskrivelse (1883); Oversigt over de islandske Vulkanera 
Historic (1882), condensed and translated into English by George H. 
Bohmer: Observations on volcanic eruptions and earthquakes in Iceland, 
within historic times (1886); Vulkaner i det nordostlige Island (1888); 
JarOfraedi (Text-book of geology. 1889); Geologiske Iagttagelser paa. 
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Snaefellsnes ogi Omegnen af Faxabugten i Island (1891); Landfrsedissaga 
Islands, hugmyndir manna um Island, n&ttfiruskodun og rannsdknir fyr 
og sidar (History of Icelandic geography, treating of popular ideas about 
the country, its nature and its exploration from the earliest times down to 
1880. 4 vols. 1892-1904), the first two vols. of which, covering the time 
down to c. 1750, were translated into German by August Gebhardt: 
Geschichte der islandischen Geographic (2 vols. 1897-98); Vulkaner og 
Jordskjaelv paa Island (1897); Landskj&lfar k Islandi (History of earth- 
quakes in Iceland. 1890-1905); Uppdrdttur Islands ( Physico-geographical 
map of Iceland. 1900); Geological map of Iceland, surveyed in the years 
1881-98 (1901); Island, Grundriss der Geographic und Geologie (1906, 
Erganzungsband zu Petermanns Mitteilungen ) ; Foredrag holdt ved Geysir 
1907 (1907); Zur islandischen Geographic und Geologi (1908, articles on 
Grfmsey and M^vatn, transl. by R. Palleske); .Efisaga P6turs Plturssonar 
(Biography of Bishop P. P. 1908); Losing Island (Description of Iceland. 
2 vols. 1908-11). To the Andvari ” he contributed accounts of his ex- 
plorations in Iceland (1883-91, 1893-99), and several popular articles: on 
the Gulf stream (1876), on geology, and on the Swedish Arctic expeditions 
(1880), on Swedish schools ( 1881), on the sun, and on earthquakes { 1882), 
on the geology of Iceland ( 1887, 1902, 1904), some reflections at the be- 
ginning of the new century (1901), etc. In the “Timarit B6kmentaf£l. ’ ’ 
popular essays on natural history : on fossils (1882), on comets (1883), on 
the origin of the species ( 1887-89), and others. In the “ Eimreidin ” articles 
on the Icelandic tufa (1900), on maps of Iceland (1902), on scientific dis- 
coveries and modern tendencies (1910), and several book reviews. Numer- 
ous other contributions to Icelandic periodicals, such as “IOunn” (1885, 
18 88), “Nordanfari” (1875-78), “Fr 63 i” (1881-84), “Austri” (1884), 
11 Isafold ” (1879-80, 1884-85, 1887-88), “Sudri” (1883, 1886), “fjddviljinn” 
(1894-95, 1899), “Sklrnir” (1876, 1878, 1906), and various others. In the 
Danish “Geografisk Tidsskrift” there are accounts of his explorations in 
Iceland and other articles : Et Besog 1876 ved M^vatn ( 1878), De vulkanske 
Udbrud paa Island i 1783 (1879), Om de ubeboede Strsekninger paa Island 
(1882), En Udflugt i det sydvestlige Island (1882), En Undersogelse 1882 i 
det ostlige Island (1884, transl. into German by H. Zeise, in “Die Natur”, 
1885), Fra Islands nordvestlige Halvo (1887), Fra Vestfjordene i Island 
(1888), En Rejse gjennem det indre Island (1889), Fra Islands indre 
Hojland (1890), Oversigt over de geografiske Kundskaber om Island for 
Reformationen (1890), Postglacial e marine Aflej ringer, Kystterrasser og 
Strandlinjer i Island (1892), Islands Jokler i Fortid og Nutid (1892), Om 
Islands geografiske og geologiske Undersogelse (1893), Rejse i Vester- 
Skaptafells Syssel (1894), Et to Hundrede Aar gammelt Skrift om Islands 
Jokler (1895), Fra det sydostlige Island (1895), Fra det nordostlige Island 
(1896), Nogle almindelige Bemserkninger om islandske Vulkaner og 
Eavastromme (1896), Fra det nordlige Island (1897), Hojlandet ved 
Langjokull paa Island (1899), Jordskselv i Islands sydlige Lavland, deres 
geologiske Forhold og Historie (1898-1900), Islands Fjorde og Bugter 
(1901), Et Besog paa Grim so (1902), Geografiske og geologiske Under- 
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sogelser ved den sydlige Del af Paxafldi paa Island (1903), En Udflugt til 
Vulkanen Skjaldbred paa Island (1904), Lavaorkener og Vulkaner paa 
Islands Hojland, geografiske og geologiske Undersogelser (1905-06, 4 
articles), and a few reviews. Description of Iceland in “ Atlanten ” ( 1904- 
05). De varrne Kilder paa Island, deres fysisk-geologiske Forhold og 
geografiske Udbredelse (Oversigt over det kgl. danske Vidensk. Selsk. 
Forh., 1910); Island som Touristland (Dansk Touristforenings Medlems- 
blad. 1893); Islandske Forhold i Nutiden (Det norske geograf. Selskabs 
Aarbog, 1897 ’, and various other articles in the Danish press. Contributor 
to the Salmonsens Konversations-Leksikon. In “ Geologiska Foreningens i 
Stockholm Forhandlingar ” : Vulkanerne paa Reykjanes i Island (1884), 
Nogle Bemaerkninger om de islandske Findesteder for Dobbelspath (1890), 
Om nogle postglaciale Lavastromme i Island (1891), Nogle Iagttagelser 
over Surtarbrandens geologiske Forhold i det nordvestlige Island (1896), 
etc. In the "Ymer”: Den gronlandska drifisen vid Island (1884), De 
varrne Kilder paa Hveravellir ( 1889), Snsefellsnes i Island ( 1890), Hypotesen 
om en postglacial Landbro over Island og Faeroerne set fra et geologisk 
Standpunkt (1904, 1906). In the “ Petermanns Mitteil ungen ” several 
articles on the explorations in Iceland, many of which are translated by K. 
Keilhack or H. Wichmann : Eine Lavawfiste im Innern Islands (1885), 
Eine Reise nach dem Nordkap in Island (1888), Zwei Reisen in Innere von 
Island (1892), Aus dem nordostlichen Island (1896), Aus dem nordlichen 
Island (1898), Das Erdbeben in Island 1896 (1901), Die Bruchlinien Islands 
und ihre Beziehungen zu den Vulkanen (1905), and others; in the “ Geo- 
graphische Literaturberichte ’ ’ of the same magazine, many reviews of 
books on Iceland. In the “Globus” several articles on explorations in 
Iceland (mostly in abridgement by M. Lebmann-Filh£s): Islandischer 
Hexenspuk im 17 Jahrhundert (1895), Eine 200 Jahre alte Schrift fiber 
island. Gletscher (1897), etc. In “ Die Ausland ” : Die Hornkfiste (1887), 
Wie ist Island entstanden (1887), Neue Solfataren und Schlammvulkane in 
Island (1889), Die grosste Vulkanausbruch auf Island in historischen Zeit 
(1889). In “ Himmel und Erde”: Die Fundstatte des islandischen 
Kalkspates (1890), and Einige Bemerkungen fiber die Fundorte des 
islandischen Doppelspats (1891). Die vulkanischen Eruptionen und Erd- 
beben auf Island wahrend der geschichtlichen Zeit (Gaea, 1883); Vulkane 
im nordostlichen Island (Mitteil. der kaiserl. konigl. geograph. Gesellsch. 
in Wien, 1891). In “Verhandl. der Gesellsch. f. Erdkunde zu Berlin”: 
Reisen in Island (1893-95), and in the “ Zeitschrift ” of same Society: 
Untersuchungen in Island in den Jahren 1895-98 (189 8). In the “Geo- 
graphical Journal” (London) accounts of explorations (1893-94, 1898-99); 
in the “ Geological Magazine ” an article on eruptions and earthquakes in 
Iceland (1880), and a few articles in “Nature”. Contributor to the 
“Encyclopaedia Britannica”. — Editor: Sk^rslur um Skaptdrgosin 1783, 
Frfisagnir um skdlalif k Islandi um aldamdt 18. og. 19. aldar, and Sk^rslur 
um Kotlugos (Safn tilsogu Islands, 1907-10). 

Biogr Sk^rsla til alpingis irk p. Th. 1885. — Kobenhavns Universitets 
Indbydelsesskrift 1894. — The Nation (N. Y. ). XLII. pp. 132-133. — Sunnan- 
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fan. IV. pp. 9-10, portr. — Bricka’s Dansk biograf. Lexikon. XVII. pp. 
283-285. — Globus. LXXIV. pp. 161-163, portr. — Deutsche Rundschau f. 
Geogr. u. Statistik. XXI. pp. 133- 135, portr.— Mitteil. der k. k. geograph. 
Gesellsch. in Wien. 1898. pp. 714-716. — Illustrirte Zeitung. LXIII. p. 450, 
portr. — Alex. Baumgartner, Island u. die Faroer. 1902. pp. 539-548, portr. — 
Paul Herrmann, Island in Vergangenheit und Gegenwart. I. 1907. pp. 94- 
96. 

Thorsteinsson, Ami [Amason], musician ; 
b. Reykjavik, Oct. 15, 1870; A. B., 1890; Cand. Phil., 1891. Photographer 
in Reykjavik.— Author (composer): T61f songlog fyrir einsong mefl 
undirspili (Twelve compositions for solo with accompaniments. 1907); N^r 
hdtldasongur (1902); Kvedja til J6ns porkelssonar (1904); Heyrdu yfir 
hofin gjalla ( 1906) ; far sem h&ir h61ar ( 1907) ; a few compositions published 
in periodicals, etc. 

Biogr.: ( 3 dinn. IV. pp. 2C-21, portr. 

Thorsteinsson, Steingrimur, poet, philologist ; 
b. Amarstapi, Snaefellsnessysla, May 19, 1831, son of Bjarni Thorsteinsson, 
sub-governor of the Western Quarter ( d . 1876); A. B., 1851 ; Cand. Philol., 
1863; Arnamagnsean stipendiary, 1868-72; teacher (classics) in College of 
Iceland, Reykjavik, 1872-95, second master, 1895-1904, since 1904 rector of 
the College. Knight of Danebrog 1 899, etc. Vice-president of the Icelandic 
Literary Society since 1895, and elected honorary member, 1901 ; member 
of the committee on the Icelandic hymn-book since 1898 ; member of the 
committee superintending the translation of the Bible into Icelandic. 
President of the Reykjavik Forestry Society, 1903-09. — Author : Gilsbakka- 
lj6d (a poem. 1874); Ljddmaeli (Collection of poems. 1881, 2d ed. enlarged 
1893, 3d ed. enlarged 1910); Donsk lestrab6k (Danish reader. 1880, 4th ed. 
1908); E^zk lestrarb6k (German reader. 1886); the annual “ sumargjof ” 
(1859-62, 1865) was edited and chiefly written by him ; poems in “Svava” 
(i860) which he edited with Gisli Brynjtilfsson and Ben. Grondal, but these 
and other original poems (in “N£ telagsrit”, “IOunn”, and other 
periodicals) of his are all included in his collection of poems. Essays : on 
Goethe and Schiller (Eimreiflin, 1896-97), on A. P. Berggren (Eimreiflin, 
1906), on F. de la Motte Fouqu6 and Iceland (Skimir, 1905), on Alexander 
Petofi (Skirnir, 1907); biographical sketch of Tdmas Ssemundsson (Andvari, 
1888). Nordisk Mytologi efter Kilderne (1859, 6th ed. 1904, with Kr. Arent- 
zen). — Editor: Islandische Volkslieder mit Ubersetzungen und Erlauter- 
ungen (1879); prjd aefint^ri, by J. L. Tieck (1905); ^Efisaga amtmanns 
Bjarna Thorsteinssonar (Timarit Bmf61., 1903); Almanak fyrir hvern 
mann (1885, with J6n Olafsson). — Translator: fint^ri og sogur, by 

H. C. Andersen (2 vols. 1904-08) ; Dsemisogur, by iEsop and others (2 
vols. 1895-1904); Bandinginn 1 Chillon og Draumurinn, by Lord Byron 
(1866), afterwards included in the Nokkur kvsedi, by Lord Byron (1903) 
which also contains the poems Parisina, Mazeppa, and others ; Robinson 
Krtis6e, by Daniel Defoe (1886); Tvaer smdsbgur : Undina by F. de la 
Motte Fouqu6 and poglar dstir by J. K. A. Musaeus (1861, 2d ed. 1907); 
Pilagrimur dstarinnar eda sagan af Ahmed al Kamel, by Washington Irving 
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( i860) ; Saktintala eda tf ndi hringurinn, by Kalidasa ( 1879) ; Sawitri ( 1878) ; 
Nal og Damajanti (1895); Lear konungur, by W. Shakespeare (1878), 
Kennslub6k 1 godafraedi Grikkja og Rdmverja, by H. W. Stoll (1871-73); 
Axel, by Esaias Tegn6r (1857, 2d ed. 1902); t>tisund og ein ndtt (Arabian 
nights. 1857-64, 2d ed. in progress); Saga hinna tiu r&dgjafa (Ten viziers. 
1876). With Matth. Jochumsson he published : Svanhvit, nokkur titlend 
skdldmaeli i Islenzkum pfdingum (1877), in which the poems translated by 
him are chiefly by German poets (Goethe, Schiller, Heine, etc.). He was 
one of the editors of the periodical “ Idunn ” ( 1884-89) and contributed to 
it mainly translations (stories by Mark Twain, P. Spielhagen, Leo Tolstoy, 
A. Poushkin, and several poems). Tlmon eda Mannhatarinn, by Lucianus 
(Eimreidin, 1903), and Draumurinn, by the same (Eimreidin, 1904). In 
various periodicals (Nf felagsrit, Andvari, Tlmarit Bmf 61 ., Eimreidin, 
Skirnir, fjdddlfur, etc. ) are to be found numerous poems translated from 
German, Greek, English, Scandinavian, and other languages. Into Danish 
he translated the Gisla saga Stirssonar (Nord og Syd., 1859). 

Biogr.: J. C. Poestion, Steingrimur Thorsteinsson, ein islandischer Dichter 
und Kulturbringer. Mit sechzig iibersetzten Proben seiner Lyrik und seinem 
jiingstem Portrait. Eine Freundesgabe zum achtzigsten Geburtstage des 
Meisters. Miinchen 1912. 8°. pp. 152. — Erslew, Forfatter-Lexikon, Supplem. 
III. pp. 420-421. — Bncka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon. XVIII. pp. 292-293. — 
Eimreidin. I. pp. 1 13-117; XVII. pp. 223-233, portr. — < 3 dmn. I. pp. 
17-18 ; VII. pp. 9-14, portr. — Breidablik. V. pp. 97-99, portr. — Abakan. 
VIII. pp. 66-68, portr. — Wiener Abendpost, May 20. 1911. — Das literarisches 
Echo. XV. 1913. coll. 963-967. 

Torfason, Asgeir, chemist ; 

b. Varmalaekur, Borgarf j ardarsy sla , May 8, 1871 ; grad, of Clafsdalur Agri- 
cultural School, 1890; A. B., 1897; Cand. Polyt., Polytechnic Institute, 
Copenhagen, 1905 ; director of the Reykjavik Chemical Laboratory since 
1906. — Author: Several articles and reports in the “Bflnadarrit ”: on flour 
(1909), chemical analysis of some marine algae (1910), etc.; a treatise on 
peat, in “Eimreidin” (1910). 

Valt^sson, Helgi, poet, journalist ; 
b. Nes in Lodmundarf jordur, Oct. 25, 1877 ; when 15 years old went to Nor- 
way, grad, from the Teachers’ School, Volden, 1899, and was engaged in 
journalism and teaching ; teacher in Seydisf jordur, Iceland, for some years ; 
on lecturing trip through Norway, 1901-02 ; teacher in Reykjavik, 1906-07, 
and since 1907 teacher in the Flensborg High School, Hafnarf jordur. 
President of the Young Peoples Society of Iceland since 1908. For many 
years correspondent of various Norwegian papers. Editor of the educational 
monthly “ Sk 61 abladid ” 1907-09, of the monthly papers “Skinfaxi”, 1909- 
11, and “Unga Island”, 1911-12. — Author: Bifan tsmyndir (Pencil 
sketches, a collection of poems. 1907); Llkamsmentun (Physical culture. 
1908); Lltill leidarvisir 1 skdgrsekt (Short guide to forestry. 1909). 
Numerous articles in the papers “ Bjarki ”, “ Logr^tta”, and “ Fjallkonan”, 
and the papers mentioned above ; also many contributions on Iceland and 
Icelandic literature to various Norwegian papers (Den 17. Mai, 1901-02; 


Digitized by 


Google 



ICELANDIC AUTHORS 


59 


Morgenbladet, Christiania, 1903-04 ; Norsk Folkeblad, 1903-04 ; Frie 
Presse, 1907, etc.)* — Translator : Svartfjallasynir, by H. Angell (1903); 
Sella sldstakkur, by H. Aanrud (1911). Into vernacular Norwegian several 
Icelandic poems and stories : RandlOur 1 Hvassafelli, by J6nas Jdnasson ; 
Vonir, and Litli Hvammur, by Einar Hjorleifsson, etc. 

Biogr .: Odinn. IV. p. 3, portr. — Unga Island. IV. p. 21, portr. 

Zoega, Geir Tdmasson, philologist, lexicographer ; 
b. Akranes, March 28, 1857; A. B., 1878; Cand. Philol., 1883, and visited 
England the same year ; teacher of English and French in College of Ice- 
land, Reykjavik, 1884-1906, since 1906 second master. — Author: Ensk- 
un&msbdk (English primer. 1889, 3d ed. 1906); English-Icelandic 
dictionary (1896, 2ded. 1911); Icelandic-English dictionary (1904 ; contains 
modern Icelandic only); A concise dictionary of Old Icelandic (1910). — 
Translator (with W. G. S. Paterson): J6n Sigurdsson, the Icelandic 
patriot (1887). 

f’drarinsson, J6n, educator ; 

b. Melstadur, Hfinavatnss^sla, Feb. 24, 1854 ; A. B., 1877 ; Cand. Phil., 
1878, and studied theology for three years ; in 1880 went to Germany with 
the support of the government to study educational affairs ; director of the 
Flensborg High School, Hafnarfjordur, 1882-1907 ; since 1908 state super- 
intendent of education. Member of Althing for Gullbringu and Kjdsars^sla, 
1886-1899. Member of the interparliamentary committee on educational 
affairs, 1886-87. One of the founders of the Icelandic Teachers’ Association 
(Kennarafelagid), 1889, and was for some time its president. Knight of 
Danebrog, 1907. — Author: Kenslub6k 1 donsku med ordasafni (Text-book 
of Danish, with glossary. 1888, with J6h. Sigftisson). In “Tlmarit um 
uppeldi og mentamfil” ; 1888-92), of which he was one of the editors, 
appeared the following articles from his pen: on reading (1888), on Ice- 
landic educational legislation (1888), on the four temperaments of children 
(1890), on instruction in manual training (1891), on school-hygiene (1891), 
etc. Many contributions to the monthly “ Sk61abladid ” of which he was 
one of the founders (1907), and editor since 1908. — Translator: B6k 
seskunnar, by C. Skovgaard-Petersen (1910). 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. X. pp. 49-52, portr. 

E>6r6arson, Matthias, writer on nautical affairs ; 
b. M6ar, Kjalames, July 1, 1872 ; student in the Nautical School, Reykjavik, 
1889-90; captain of fishing vessels and traders, 1891-99; during the sum- 
mers of 1899-1908 he acted as pilot for Danish warships on police duty or 
surveying expeditions round the coasts of Iceland. Went to Spain and 
Italy in 1909, sent by the Icelandic government to investigate the fish 
market. Founded in 1905 the monthly 4 4 Mgir ”, a paper devoted to fisheries 
and navigation, and was its editor 1905-08, and since 1912. Has also been 
lecturer in the Nautical School. Director of the fishing station at Sandgerdi 
on Faxafldi since 1910. Decorated with the Order of Danebrog, 1908. — 
Author: Account of a trip through Northern Norway 1904-05 (Andvari, 
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1905); numerous articles on fisheries, the fish market, and other related 
subjects in various papers ( Logr£tta, Isafold, pj 6361 fur, and Nordurland), 
but chiefly in 4 4 A3gir. ’ ’ 

Biogr.: <3flinn. VI. pp. 59-61, portr. 

£6r8arson, Matthias [Septimus] , archaeologist ; 
b. Fiskilsekur, Melasveit, Oct. 30, 1877; A. B., 1898; Cand. Phil., 1899; 
studied philology and archaeology in the University of Copenhagen, 1899- 
1906 ; assistant in the Archaeological Museum in Reykjavik, 1907, since 
1908 director of the Icelandic National Museum, Reykjavik, and state 
antiquarian of Iceland. — Author: An essay on preservation of antiquities 
(Skirnir, 1905), and numerous articles in the 44 Arb6k hins islenzka 
Fornleifafdlags ” on historical and archaeological subjects, of which are 
especially to be mentioned a treatise on the Althing during the Republic 
(1911), and historical sketch of the Icelandic National Museum (formerly 
called the Archaeological Museum) during the first fifty years of its existence 
(1913; also publ. separately under the title: pj63menjasafni8 1863-1903, 
voxtur pess og hagur fyrstu 50 firm). Contributions to other periodicals 
on similar subjects. 

Biogr.: Sunnanfari. XI. pp. 16-17, portr. 

f^orgrimsson, Adam, educator ; 

b. Nes in Adalreykjadalur, July 8, 1879 ; grad, of the Modruvellir High 
School, 1902 ; teacher in Akureyri. — Author: Safn peirra orda 1 Islenzku, 
sem ritud eru med y, f, ey og z ( List of words in Icelandic written with y, 
f, ey and z. 1910); several articles on literary and educational matters in 
the “Nordurland ”. — Translator: ^Efintyri frd ^msum londum (1909). 

f’orkelsson, J6n, historian, archivist ; 
b. Asar in Skaptdrtunga, April 16, 1859; A. B., 1882; M. A., (Old Norse 
history and literature) 1886; Ph. D., 18 88; the Icelandic Literary Society 
selected him to edit the Diplomatarium Islandicum, which was begun by 
J6n Sigurdsson ( d . 1879), and since 1886 he has received from the Icelandic 
government support in collecting material for this work and editing it ; 
with support from the Danish government and the Carlsberg Fund he has 
prepared other works for the press, and examined Icelandic manuscripts in 
Engish libraries, 1890; lived in Copenhagen until 1898, when he returned 
to Iceland ; director of the National Archives, Reykjavik, since Dec. 8, 
1899. One of the founders of the Icelandic Historical Society (Sogufelag) 
1902, and has since been its president. Member of Althing for Snaefells- 
ness^sla 1893, for Reykjavik, 1908-11. — Author: Om Digtningen paa Island 
i det 15. og 16. Aarhundrede (1888, doctor’s dissertation); Saga Jorundur 
Hundadagakongs (History of Jorgen Jorgensen, king of the dogdays. 1892); 
Saga Magnfisar prfida (History of Magnfis j6nsson, the Gentle. 1895); 
Skyrsla um skjol og handrit i safni Arna Magnfissonar, sem komin eru fir 
opinberum skjalasofnum d fslandi (Report on documents and manuscripts 
in the Arnamagnaean Collection which have come from public archives in 
Iceland. 1908); ^Efisaga J6ns porkelssonar sk61ameistara 1 Skdlholti 
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(Biography of J. £►., rector of Skdlholt Cathedral School. 2 vols. 1910); 
Skrd um skjol og baekur i Landskjalasafninu 1 Reykjavik (Catalogue of 
documents and books in the National Archives in R. 3 vols. 1903-10); 
Rikisrdttindi Islands (The rights of the Icelandic state. 1908, with Einar 
Arn6rsson); I>dttur af Bimi Jdnssyni d Skardsd (Timarit Bmfdl., 1887). In 
the “Andvari”: biographies of Gudbr. Vigfdsson (1894), of Grimur 
Thomsen (1898), of Halld6r Kr. Fridriksson (1903), of Arni Thorsteinsson 
(1908), and of Einar Asmundsson (1912), on Iceland’s position towards 
other states before the introduction of the Reformation (1910, with E. 
Arn6rsson), etc. In the “Arkiv for nordisk filologi”: obituaries of J6n 
Arnason (1889) and Gudbr. Vigfdsson (1889), Islandske Haandskrifter i 
England og Skotland (1891), Sdra Gottskdlk J6nsson i Glaumbae og syrpa 
hans (1896), Svartr d Hofstodum( 1898). Haandskrifterne af Njdla (Njdla. 
II. 1889). Die Annalen des Bischof Gisli Oddsson von 1637 (Zeitschr. des 
Vereins f. Volksk., 1891). Numerous articles in Icelandic periodicals, and 
also several in Danish papers. — Editor: Kvaedi, by Stefdn Olafsson (1885- 
86); Diplomatarium Islandicum (1893-1912); fslenzkar drtidaskrdr eda 
Obituaria Islandica (1893-96); Saga J6ns Esp6Hns (1895); Visnakver, by 
Pdll Vidalin (1897), and Aldarfarsb6k, by the same ( 1904); f>j6dsogur og 
munnmaeli (1899); Mordbrdfabaeklingar, by Bishop Gudbr. £>orldksson 
(1902-06); Tyrkjardnid d Islandi 1627 (1906-09); Biskupasogur, by J6n 
Hallddrsson (1903-10); Lj6dmaeli, by Grimur Thomsen (1906), and Rimur 
af Btia Andridarsyni, by the same (1906); Rimur af Bern6tus Borneyjar- 
kappa, by Magntis J6nsson (1907); Hdttalykill hinn minni and hinn meiri 
by Loptur Guttormsson, Erfidrdpa hrjmhend um Magntis lagabaeti, 
Nikaldsvisur, and Hdttalykill by I>6rdur Magnusson (all these in Smdstyk- 
ker udg. af Samfund til Udg. af gl. nord. Litt., 1884-91 ); fslenzk kappakvaedi 
(Arkiv for nord. filol. , 1886-88). One of the editors of the folk-lore magazine 
“ Huld ” ( 1890-98). Editor of the illustrated monthly “Sunnanfari ” 1891- 
97, and since 1912. 

Biogr.; Indbydelsesskrift til Kiobenhavns Universitets Reformationfest. 
1888. — Bricka, Dansk biograf Leksikon. XVII. p. 263. — Odinn. V. pp. 65- 
67, portr. 

^orkelsson, Pdll, linguist ; 

b, Asar in Skaptdrtunga, July 9, 1850, brother of J6n {H>rkelsson, the 
archivist (see above); jeweller by occupation, and has invented a method of 
coloring metals. Also invented an international sign-language.— Author : 
Samtalsb6k Islenzk-fronsk handa fslendingum og titlendum ferdamonnum, 
med framburdi d bddum mdlunum (Guide islandais-fran9ais d l’usage des 
Islandais et des voyageurs Strangers, avec la prononciation figurde pour les 
deux langues. 1893; 2d ed., revised 1913); Beygingarreglur i Islenzku med 
fronskum sk^ringum (Systdme grammatical pour tous les mots islandais 
avec des explanations fran9aises. 1894); Dictionnaire islandais-fran^ais 
(1888, only one part was published, covering the words : a — alblindur). 
Biogr.: 6dinn. III. pp. 17-18, portr. — Illustreret Familie- Journal. March 
16 and 23, 1902. 
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£orkelsson, ^orkell, physicist ; 

b. Frostastadir, Skagafjardars^sla, Nov. 6, 1876; A. B., 1898; Cand. Mag. 
(major: physics; minors: mathematics, chemistry, and astronomy), 1903; 
during the summers of 1904 and 1906 traveled in Iceland with the support 
of the Carlsberg Fund (Copenhagen) to investigate hot springs with special 
reference to their radio-activity ; assistant in the physical laboratory of the 
Polytechnic Institute, Copenhagen, 1907-08 ; teacher in the Akureyri 
High School since 1908. — Author: The hot springs of Iceland (1910, a 
volume of the Danish Royal Academy’s publications); Undersogelse af nogle 
islandske varme Kilders Radioaktivitet og af Kildeluftartemes Indhold af 
Argon og Helium (Oversigt over det kgl. danske Videnskabemes Selskabs 
Forhandlinger, 1905, with K. Prytz); Die Ionisation in Gasen vermittels 
eines ungeeichten Elektroskops bestimmt (Physikalische Zeitschrift, 1906); 
Nyere Undersogelser over Radioaktivitet (Fysisk Tidsskrift, 1907). 

^orldksson, Brynjdlfiir, musician ; 
b. N^ibaer, Seltjarnames, May 22, 1867; for many years clerk in the 
governor-general’s office, but studied music besides, under music teachers 
in Reykjavik ; 1898-99 he studied in Copenhagen ; teacher of music in the 
College of Iceland since 1900 ; organist of the Reykjavik Cathedral, 1902- 
12. — Editor: Svanurinn (The swan, a collection of songs for one voice. 
1906); Organt6nar (Collection of musical pieces for harmonium. 2 vols. 
1910-13). 

Biogr.: < 5 dinn. VI. pp. 77-78, portr. 

!>orl£ksson, J6n, civil engineer ; 

b. Vesturh6psh61ar, Htinavatnss^sla, March 3, 1877 ; A. B., 1897 ; Cand. 
Polyt., Polytechnic Institute, Copenhagen, 1903 ; with government support 
made investigations concerning building materials in Iceland, and con- 
struction of houses, 1903-05 ; state engineer since 1905 ; director of the 
Industrial School, Reykjavik, since 1904. Member of Althing for Reykjavik 
since 1911. — Author: Burdarpolfraedi (Statics. 1909). Two articles in 
“Eimreidin” (1899) on the progress of the natural [sciences and on the- 
telegraph; in the “ Bdnaflarrit ”, four articles on construction of houses 
and other things connected therewith (1903-04, 1911), and one on water- 
supply for country homes (1908); two articles in “ Andvari ”, on roads and 
means of conveyance (1906), and on surveying of roads (1908); numerous 
smaller contributions to periodicals. 

Biogr.: < 3 dinn. VII. pp. 41-43, portr. 

t^rdlfsson, Sigur5ur, agriculturist, educator ; 
b. Holt, Bardastrond, July n, 1869 ; grad, of ( 5 lafsdal Agricultural School, 
1892 ; student in the Flensborg High School, and passed the examination 
for teachers, 1898 ; was then engaged in teaching and agricultural work for 
some years ; student in the Askov Popular High School, 1901-02. In Oct. 
1902, founded a popular high school in Reykjavik, which he transferred to 
Hvltdrbakki, Borgarfjardars^sla, and the director of which he still is. — 
Author: Frumatridi jardraektarfraedinnar handa baendum (Elements of the 
science of agriculture for farmers. 1901); Minningar fedra vorra (The 


Digitized by 


Google 



ICELANDIC AUTHORS 


63 


remembrances of our ancestors. 2 vols. 1909-10; a popular history of 
Iceland); a few pamphlets, and an article on instruction in agriculture and 
agricultural schools (Bdnadarrit, 1898).— Editor: The agricultural monthly 
“ Pldgur ” (1899-1908), which was chiefly written by himself ; Lydsk61alj6d 
(2 parts. 1902-05). 

Biogr.: <3dinn. II. p. 86, portr. — Hojskolebladet. 1912. No. 42, portr. 

E’orsteinsson, Bjami, musician ; 

b. Melur, M^ras^sla, Oct. 14, 1861 ; A. B., 1883; Cand. Theol., Theological 
School, 1888 ; minister of Hvanneyri, Siglufjordur, since 1888. Has received 
stipends from the Icelandic and Danish governments, and from the Carls- 
berg Fund for collecting and editing Icelandic popular music. — Author 
(composer).* fslenzkur h&tldasongur (Icelandic festival church music. 
1899); Sexsonglog (Six songs. 1899); Tlu songlog (Ten songs. 1904); a 
few compositions have also appeared in periodicals (Eimreidin, Skfrnir). 
A treatise on Icelandic popular tunes (Skirair, 1907), and a few other 
articles in periodicals on Icelandic music. — Editor: fslenzk pj6dlog (Ice- 
landic popular airs, collected with introductory essays and commentaries. 
1906-09); fslenzk sdlmasongsb6k med fj6rum roddum (Icelandic church 
music for four voices. 1903, with a supplement, 1912). 

Biogr.: Eimreidin. VI. pp. 63-65, portr. — Svensk Musiktidning. Sept. 
1903, portr. — Unga Island. IV. pp. 25-26, portr. 

!>orsteinsson, Hannes, genealogist, journalist ; 
b. Brfi in Biskupstungur, Aug. 30, i860; A. B., 1886; Cand. Theol., Theo- 
logical School, 1888; editor of the weekly “ Pj6d61fur”, 1892-1909, since 
1911 assistant archivist in the National Archives, Reykjavik. Member of 
Althing for Arness^sla, 1901-11, and speaker of the Lower House, 1909-11 ; 
auditor of the public accounts, 1905-09 ; member of the board of directors 
of the Historical Society, and of the Archaeological Society. Corresponding 
member of the Danish Genealogical Institute (elected 1905). Awarded the 
historical prize of the J6n Sigurdsson Fund, 1891. — Author: Gudfraedingatal 
(Lives of Icelandic theologians, who have taken their degrees at the Copen- 
hagen University from 1707 to 1907. 1910); Grosserer Jens Benedictsens 
Stamtavle (1890); Alpingismannaforin 1906 (The visit of the members of 
Althing to Denmark. 1906, with Jdlius Havstein). Criticism of Bricka’s 
Dansk biographisk Lexikon (Tlmarit B6kmf£l. , 1891); biography of 
Benedikt Sveinsson (Andvari, 1900I; a few notes on Icelandic literature in 
the 12th and 13th cent. (Sklrnir, 1912); Raeda d gaml&rskveld (A sermon 
on New Year’s eve. 1886). Among his contributions to “ Pj6d61fur ” may 
be mentioned the history of the first fifty years of the paper (1898). — 
Editor: S^slumannaaefir (Lives of Icelandic prefects), by Bogi Benedikts- 
son (vols. ii.-iv., 1904-12 ; brought down to date); Fj61a (1904, an modern 
Icelandic anthology of poems); fslenzkir sagnapaettir (I-III. 1901-10, 
a collection of minor writings, chiefly on the biography of Icelanders of the 
17th, 18th, and 19th cent.); J6n Gudmundsson’s treatise on families and 
genealogy (Safn til sogu Islands, 1902). One of the editors of the folk- 
lore magazine “Huld” (1890-98). 

Biogr.: ( 5 dinn. IV. pp. 44-45, portr. 
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List of books and essays relating to modern 
Icelandic literature (since ca. 1550).* 

Arpi, Rolf. Islands yngre literatur och spr&k. In Spr&kvetenskapliga 
sallskapets i Upsala forhandlingar. 1882-85. Upsala, 1886. 8°. pp. 41- 
48. 

(Chiefly philological.) 

Baumgartner, Alexander. Island und die Faroer. Freiburg i. Br,, 1889. 
8°. pp. xiv 462, illustr. — 3. vermehrte Aufl. 1902. 8°. pp. xix + 571, 
illusir. 

( This is a book of travels, but it contains a good deal about Icelandic 
literature and a few translations from modern Icelandic poets. ) 
Borgfirdingur, J6n. Stutt rithofundatal & fslandi 1400-1882. Reykjavik, 
1884. 8°. pp. iv + 141 4- (3). 

{Review: Revue critique. XXII. 1886. pp. 88-90, by E. Beauvois). 
Sogu&grip um prentsmidjur og prentara & fslandi. Reykjavik, 1867. 

8°. pp. 68. 

Brandes, Georg. Moderne islandsk Lyrik. In his Samlede Skrifter. 
III. Bd. Kobenhavn, 1900. pp. 723-725. 

(A review of Olaf Hansen’s “ Ny islandsk Poesi ”. ) 

Bricka’s Dansk biografisk Lexikon. Kjobenhavn 1887-1905. 19 vols. 8°. 
Includes biographies of many Icelandic authors after 1537, almost all 
written by Kr. K&lund. Cf. Timarit hins isl. B6kmentaf61. XII. 
1891. pp. 241-261, by Hannes t>orsteinsson (review of vols. i.-iv. ). 
Cederschiold, Gustaf. Nyislandska epigram. In Pro Novitate. Fest- 
skrift utg. af Svenska bokbandels-medhjalpare-foreningen. Stockholm, 
1898. pp. 65-74. 

Collin, Edvard. Anonymer og Pseudonymer i den danske, norske og 
islandske Literatur samt i fremmede Literaturer, forsaavidt disse 
omhandle nordiske Forhold, fra de seldste Tider indtil Aaret i860. 
Kjobenhavn 1869. 8°. pp. (6) -f 209. 

Einarsson, Halfdan. Sciagraphia historiae literariae Islandicae autorum 
et scriptorum turn editorum turn ineditorum exhibens. Havniae, 1777. 
8°. pp* (30) + 251 -j- (20). — The same , title-edition: Historia literaria 
Islandiae. Havniae et Lipsiae, 1786. 8°. 

Erslew, Thomas Hansen. Almindeligt Forfatter- Lexicon for Kongeriget 
Danmark med tilhorende Bilande, fra 1814 til 1840. Kjobenhavn, 1843- 
53. 3 vols. 8°. — Supplement indtil Udgangen af Aaret 1853. Kjobenhavn, 
1858-68. 3 vols.. 8°. 

Fiske, Willard. The living authors of Iceland. In Bulletin of the 
Cornell University Library. I. Ithaca, N. Y., 1882. 8°. pp. 78-82, no- 

114. 

* Monographs on individual authors are. as a rule, not included in this list. 
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On recent Icelandic literature. In The Berkeley Quarterly. II. San 
Francisco, 1881. pp. 72-79. 

Bibliographical notices. I., IV.-VI. Books printed in Iceland 1578- 

1844. ist-4th supplement to the British Museum catalogue. Florence 
and Ithaca, N. Y., 1886-1907, 4 pts. 8°. pp. 29, 28, 29, 47. 

[ ] Mlmir. Icelandic institutions with addresses. Copenhagen, 1903. 

8°. pp. viii + 80 + 8. 

Gudmundsson, Vaityr. Islands Kultur ved Aarhundredskiftet 1900. 
Kobenhavn, 1902. 8°. pp. viii 4 - 160, illustr. 

(See Litteratur og Kunst, pp. 47-85. ) 

Island am Beginn des 20. Jahrhunderts. Aus dem Danischen von 

Richard Palleske. Kattowitz in Schlesien, 1904. 8°. pp. xv 4 * 233, 
illustr. 

(See Schrifttum un 4 Kunst, pp. 61-111. ) 

Hansen, Olaf. Ny-islandsk Poesi. Nogle Bemserkninger om Islands 
(lyriske) Digtning ved Begyndelsen og Slutningen af det 19. Aar- 
hundrede. In Vagten. Tidsskrift for Litteratur, Kunst, etc. Aarg. 
1899. Kobenhavn. pp. 326-343. 

( Review : Politiken. 1900, by G. Brandes. ) 

« Ny-islandsk Lyrik. Overssettelser og Studier. Kobenhavn, 1901. 
(Sm&skrifter udg. af Selskab for germansk Filologi. Nr. 4. ) 8°. pp. 
(8) + 183. 

( Review ; Eimreidin. VII. 1901. pp. 154-156, by Valter Gudmundsson. ) 

Islandsk Renaissance. I Hundredaaret for J6nas Hallgrlmssons 

Fodsel. Et Stykke Litteraturhistorie. Kobenhavn, 1907. 8°. pp. (2) -f 
123. 

(Reviews : Sklrnir. LXXXI. 1907. pp. 373-374, by Gudm. Finnboga- 
son. — Eimreidin. XIV. 1908. p. 70, by Valter Gudmundsson. ) 
Herrmann, Paul. Island in Vergangenheit und Gegenwart. I.-III. Teil. 
Leipzig, 1907-10. 8°. 3 vols. 

(This work is a narrative of two journeys in Iceland, but contains much 
information about the literature and the history of the country. ) 
[HjorlBifsson, Einar.] Blod langafa vorra, afa og fedra. In fsafold. 
XXV. drg. Reykjavik, 1898. fol. pp. 53, 69-70, 73-74, 81, 97-98, no- 
iii, 125-126. 

Hollander, lee M. The drama in Iceland, a sketch. In Proceedings 
of the Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study. Vol. I. 
Urbana, 111 ., 1912. pp. 99-106. 

Horn, FrEdrik Winkbl. Geschichte der Literatur des skandinavischen 
Nordens von den aeltesten Zeiten bis auf die Gegenwart. Leipzig, 1880. 
8°. pp. viii + (2) + 404. 

(See Neuislandische Literatur, pp. 68-85. ) 

History of the Scandinavian literature of the North from the most 

ancient times to the present. Revised by the author, and translated by 
Rasmus B. Anderson. With a bibliography of the important books in 
the English language relating to Scandinavian countries, by Thorvald 
Solberg. Chicago, 1884. 8°. pp. ix 4 - 507. (See pp. 74-90. ) 
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Jochumsson, Matthias. Alp^dukvedskapur k NorOurlandi d 19. oldinni. 

In Eimreidin. XIX. drg. Kaupmannahofn, 1913. pp. 195-2 10. 
Jonasson, Jonas. Yfirlit yfir b6kmentir fslendinga & 19. old. In Tlmarit 
hins fsl. B6kmentaf61ags. II. Reykjavik, 1881. pp. 164-200. 

J6nsson, Bjarni. Bokavlen paa Island i vaare dagar. Oslo, 1903. ( Norsk e 
folkeskrifter. 9.) 8°. pp. 16. 

Jonsson, Pinnur (1704-89). Historia ecclesiastica Islandiae. Tom. III.- 
IV. Havniae, 1775-78. 4 0 . 

(Contains much about the secular literature as well as the religious. ) 
J6nsson, Finnur (1858-). Agrip af bdkmentasogu Islands. II. 1400- 
1890. Reykjavik, 1892. (Fylgikver fj6661fs 1892.) 8°. pp. 88. 

Oldnorsk og islandsk Litteratur. In Jul. Clausen’s Illustreret 

Verdens Litteratur Historic. III. Bd. Kobenhavn, 1899. 8°. pp. 514- 
563, illustr. (See pp. 553-563.) 

Den islandske Litteraturs Historic tilligemed den oldnorske. 

Kobenhavn, 1907. 8°. pp. (8) -f- 453. 

(See Kord Udsigt over den islandske Litteratur efter 1400. pp. 407-437.) 
J6nsson, Vii.hjai.mur. Nyere islandsk Litteratur. In Nordisk tidskrift 
utg. af Letterstedtska foreningen. 1896. Stockholm, pp. 635-653. 
[Krohg, G. A.] Den nyere islandske Literatur. In Nordisk Universitets- 
Tidsskrift V. Aarg. 3. H. Christiania, i860, pp. 1-9. 

KtJCHi.BR, Carl. Gesehichte der islandischen Dichtung der Neuzeit ( 1800- 
1900). I. Heft. Novellistik. — II. Heft. Dramatik. Leipzig, 1896-1902. 
2 vols. 8°. pp. vi + (2) + 85 ; vi -h (2) + 79. 

( Reviews : Eimreidin. II. 1896. pp. 234-236, by Finnur J6nsson. — 
Archiv fiir das Studium d. neueren Sprachen. XCVII. 1896. pp. 392- 
393, by A. Heusler. — Isafold. XXIII. 1896. p. 169. — Journal of Engl, 
and Germ. Philology. V. 1904. pp. 222-224, hy Charles Allyn Williams. 
— Literar. Centralbl. XLVIII. 1894. col. 240, by E. Mogk ; LIV. 1904. 
col. 1442.) 

Islands neuere und neueste Novellistik. In Moderae Rundschau. 

IV. Bd. Wien, 1891. 8°. pp. 159-165. 

Die drei Heroen der neuislandischen Novellistik. In Das zwanzigste 

Jahrhundert. VI. Jahrg. 2. Bd. Zurich u. Leipzig, 1896. pp. 462-474, 
544-562. 

Zur Gesehichte der islandischen Dramatik. In Zeitschrift fiir 

vergleichende Litteraturgeschichte. N. F. XII. Bd. Weimar, 1898. pp. 
1-2 1. 

(There also is by this author a series of articles on Icelandic novelists, 
tn Internationale Literaturberichte. I. 1894. nos. 27-31 ; cf \ Eimreidin. 
I. 1894. p. 76.) 

Lehman n-FilhE9, Margarets. Proben islandischer Lyrik verdeutsch 
von M. Lehmann-Filhls. Berlin, 1894. 8°. pp. (6) +54. 

Liddbrdale, Thomas William. Catalogue of books printed in Iceland 
from A. D. 1578 to 1880, in the Library of the British Museum. London, 
1885. fol. coll. 30 + (2), ff. (2), coll. lvi. 

[MagniJsson, Finnur.] Literature and literary societies of Iceland. In 
The Foreign Quarterly Review. Vol. IX. London, 1832. pp. 41-77. 
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Marmier, Xavier. Literature islandaise. Paris, 1843. 8°. pp. (4) 4 * 
280 + (2). 

(Deals almost exclusively with the ancient literature, and the chapter 
on the modern literature is of no importance. ) 

Maurer, Konrad. Die Programme der gelehrten Schule Islands. In 
Germania. XVI. Bd. Wien, 1871. pp. 442-449. 

Meested, Bogi Th. S£nisb6k fslenzkra bdkmennta & 19. did. Kaupmann- 
ahofn, 1891. 8°. pp. xx -f- 348. 

{Reviews: Nordisk tidskrift (Letterstedtska). 1892. pp. 453-456, by 
T6n Stef&nsson. — The Saturday Review. Aug. 8, 1891. pp. 173-174. — 
Tfmarit hins Isl. Bdkmentafel. XII. 1891. pp. 261-277, by Valtfr 
Gudmundsson.— Sunnanfari. I. 1891. pp. 20-22, by SigurOur Hjorleifs- 
son.) 

Islandske Boger 1878-1887. In Nordisk tidskrift utg. af Letter- 
stedtska foreningen. 1883-87. Stockholm. — Also sep. repr. 8°. 

Islandsk Bogfortegnelse 1897-1911. In Nordisk Boghandlertidende. 

XXXIIff. Kjobenhavn, i898ff. — Also sep. repr. 8°. 

(Icelandic books and periodicals are also included in “Dansk Bog- 
fortegnelse”, 1841-1908, by F. Fabricius, Joh. Vahl, and H. Ehrencron- 
Miiller.) 

Mogk, Eugen. Island und seine Litteratur. In Blatter fur litterarische 
Unterhaltung. 1898. Leipzig. 4 0 . pp. 721-725. 

(A review of J. C. Poestion’s “ Islandische Dichter.”) 

MoEEER, Arne. Nyislandsk Prosadigtning. In Nordisk tidskrift utg. af 
Letterstedtska foreningen. 1911. Stockholm, pp. 503-515. 

Nyislandsk Digtning paa Dansk. Islandske Stemninger og Tilstande. 

Ibid. 1912. pp. 591-599. 

Det nye Islands Drama og Dramatikere. In Samtiden. XXIII. 

Aarg. Kristiania, 1912. pp. 241-255. 

Nyerup, Rasmus, and Kraft, J. E. Almindeligt Forfatterlexicon for 
Danmark, Norge, og Island. Kjobenhavn, 1820. 4 0 . pp. 692. 
PfCTURSSON, P^tur. Historia ecclesiastics Islandise ab a. 1740, ad a. 1840. 
Havniae, 1841. 4 0 . ( See pp. 384-447.) 

Poestion, Joseph Caeasanz. Islandische Dichter der Neuzeit»in Charak- 
teristiken und iibersetzten Proben ihrer Dichtung. Mit einer Ubersicht 
des Geisteslebens auf Island zeit der Reformation. Leipzig, 1897. 8°. 
pp. (4) + vi + (2) + 527. 

(An excellent work. — Reviews: Eimreiflin. IV. 1898. pp. 70-75, by 
Valtyr Gudmundsson. — Blatter f. litterar. Unterhaltung. 1898. pp. 
721-725, by E. Mogk. — Osterreich. Literature I att. 1898. p. I3ff., by 
Bjorn M. Olsen. — Das litterarische Echo. I. 1898. pp. 35-39, by Camillo 
V. Susan. — Der Bote fur deutsche Litteratur. 1898. pp. 7, by C. 
Kiichler. — Stimmen aus Maria Laach. 1898. pp. 84-87, by A. Baum- 
gartner. — Wiener neue freie Presse. Nov. 11, 1897, Abendblatt, by H. 
v. Lenk. — Isafold. XXIV. 1897. p. 265.—&j6d61fur. XLIX. 1897* W>- 
179-180. — Die neue Zeit. 1900. no. 31 1 (Eine neuentdeckte germanische 
Litteratur), by Erich Holm. ) 

Eislandsbltiten. Ein Sammelbuch neu-islandischer Lyrik. Mit einer 

kultur- und literarhistorischen Einleitung und erlautemden Glossen. 
Leipzig u. Miinchen, 1904. 8°. pp. xliv -h 229. 
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{ Reviews : Eimreidin XI. 1905. pp. 154-155, by Matth. Jochumsson. — 
Skfrnir. LXXIX. 1905. pp. 87-89, by Steingr. Thorsteinsson. — 
Deutsche Literaturzeit. XXVI. 1905. coll. 346-349, by Bernh. Kahle. ) 

Zur Geschichte des islandischen Dramas und Theaterwesens. Wien, 

1903. ( Vortrage u. Abhandlungen hrsgg. von der Leo-Gesellschaft. 20. ) 
8 °. pp. 76. 

( Review : Deutsche Literaturzeit. XXV. 1904. coll. 1628-30, by B. 
Kahle. — Isafold. XXX. 1903. p. 290. — Eimreidin. X. 1004. p. 236. — 
Literar. Centralbl. LVI. 1905. col. 1711, by A. Gebhardt.) 

Drama und Theater auf Island. In Biihne und Welt V. Jahrg. 

Berlin, 1902. 8°. pp. 190- 197. 

Neueste islandische Litteratur. In Das Magazin fur die Litteratur 

In- u. Auslandes. 4 0 . XCVII. Bd. 1880. p. 312 ; XCVIII. Bd. p. 581 ; 
Cl. Bd. 1882. pp. 204-205 ; CII. Bd. 1882. pp. 727-730 ; CV. Bd. 1884. 
p. 77 ; CVII. Bd. 1885. pp. 355-357 ; CXVI. Bd. 1889. pp. 806-812, 
822-828. 

(Reviews of various Icelandic publications.) 

Rosenberg, Care. Nordboernes Aandsliv fra Oldtiden til vore Dage. 
III. Bind. Den gammel-lutherske Tidsalder. I. Afdeling. Religiost Liv. 
Kjobenhavn, 1885. 8°. pp. (4) + 587 + (7)- 
Savi-Lopez, Maria. Letteratura islandese. In his Donne-Spiriti- Poeti. 
Firenze, 1895. pp. 89-129. 

SiEMUNDSSON, T6 mas. Bdkmentirnar fslendsku. In Fjolnir. V. &r. 
Kaupmannahofn, 1839. pp. 73-145. 

Schweitzer, Philip. Geschichte der skandinavischen Litteratur von der 
Reformation bis auf die skandinavische Renaissance im 18. Jahrhundert. 
Leipzig, 1887. (Geschichte der Weltlitteratur in Einzeldarstellungen. 
Bd. VIII. 2.) 8°. pp. x + 272. 

Geschichte der skandinavischen Litteratur im 19. Jahrhundert. 

Leipzig. 1888. (Geschichte der Weltlitteratur in Einzeldarstellungen. 
Bd. VIII. 3.) 8°. pp. xxii + 420. 

Island. Land und Leute. Geschichte, Litteratur und Sprache. 

Leipzig u. Berlin, 1885. 8°. pp. viii + (2) + 203. {See pp. 112- 
167.) 

Sibbern, Niels Peter. Idea historiae literariae Islandorum, breviter 
delineata. In J. C. H. Dreyer’s Monuments anecdota virorum post 
fata illustrium et clarorum, etc. Lubecae et Altonae, 1760. 4 0 . pp. 175- 
228. 

(Probably written chiefly by J6n f>orkelsson Thorkillii.) 
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